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Bostin' time 

Flags wave across 
the world for event 
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Planks shock 

Van with no view as 
worker is caught 
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Club runs out 

DK runners take on 
tough park course 

See Page 56 


Npower 
axes 250 
jobs with 
closures 

ENERGY giant Npower has 
shut two of its Black Coun¬ 
try sites - at the cost of 
more than 250 jobs. 

The doors closed at the 
Birchfield House and Quay¬ 
side House offices in Old¬ 
bury on Friday following 
an announcement last No¬ 
vember that the company 
would be restructuring its 
customer service activities, 
including outsourcing work 
to India. 

The decision to close the 
Birchfield House office and 
move staff to its neighbour¬ 
ing office Birch House, has 
meant the loss of 150 jobs. 

The company’s Quayside 
House office which also em¬ 
ployed 150 people has also 
shut. 

Fifty staff from across the 
two sites have been reem¬ 
ployed across the business 
but more than 250 people 
were made redundant. 

The job losses come after 
the energy supplier, owned 
by Germany’s RWE, decided 
to close centres across the 
country, choosing to out¬ 
source much of its customer 
service and back office func¬ 
tions to Capita and Tata 
Consultancy Services. 

But the firm has assured 
customers that call cen¬ 
tres will remain in the UK. 
Those losing jobs in Oldbury 
had an official leaving date 
of June 30, but bosses at 
the Birchfield House branch 
let staff finish at 1.30pm on 
Friday. 

Lock-up for 
phone robber 

A TEENAGER has been 
sentenced to 10 months in a 
youth offenders institute af¬ 
ter stealing a mobile phone 
from a 13-year-old boy. 

Ashley Matthews, of Park 
Road, Wednesbury, went 
on a spree of stealing mo¬ 
biles and had already been 
sentenced for the previous 
offences. 

The 19-year-old admit¬ 
ted one charge of robbery 
at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on Tuesday. The sen¬ 
tence will run concurrent 
with his existing sentence. 


JOY AS MILLIONS 
VISIT NEW SQUARE 


Report by Lee Watton 


DELIGHTED New Square shopping centre chiefs have 
been celebrating the news that five million people have 
flocked to the £140m West Bromwich retail complex 
since it opened one year ago. 

The scheme which transformed a rundown area of the town into one 
of the region’s premier shopping centres will mark its first anniversa¬ 
ry next Friday. The glittering complex, with its parade of well-known 
stores and restaurants, is a far cry from what stood there before. 


Tributes as 
crime chief 
dies at 59 

THE West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner Bob Jones has died sudden¬ 
ly at the age of 59. Mr Jones was the first 
to hold the position after it was created in 
2012. He was in charge of setting the force 
budget and steering it 
through difficult times 
as it managed multi-mil¬ 
lion pound funding cuts. 

Tributes flooded in for 
Mr Jones, who died in his 
sleep on Monday night. 

Among those to pay 
their respects was for¬ 
mer home secretary Jac- 
qui Smith added: “Such 
sad and shocking news 
about Bob Jones. The 
West Midlands and policing are far poorer 
without him.” 

During his time as the West Midlands 
Police and Crime Commissioner he backed 
a decision to end the forced retirement of 
long serving police officers and oversaw the 
recruitment of new ones. 

Mr Jones had also spent many years on 
the former West Midlands Police Authority 
- which was abolished to create the post of 
PCC - and was awarded a CBE in 2010. 

• Tears - See Page 3 


A dilapidated B&Q store and the town’s 
former police station were among the 
buildings demolished to make way for the 
473,000sq ft development. 

It has created 2,000 jobs in the town and 
has recorded increased footfall month-on- 
month with a high of 495,000 in May. 

Bosses said 85 per cent of the floor space 
has been let with a further four tenants 
expected in the coming months. 

The complex features a six-screen 
Odeon cinema and stories including Pri- 
mark, Next, River Island, H&M, Blue Inc, 
Bank, Outfit and Deichmann. 

Officials said 14 stores had opened since 
July last year with the Post Office and 
Lloyds Pharmacy the latest to begin trad¬ 
ing. 

Toy store the Entertainer will be open¬ 
ing a branch at the centre in the first week 
of August. Centre Manager, Steve Burr 
said: “We are extremely happy with foot¬ 
fall and the way the centre is trading, with 
more new stores coming soon we look for¬ 
ward to seeing the centre continue to grow 
over the coming months. 

“New Square has been a big hit with the 
people of West Bromwich, who see it as a 
place to relax, meet friends and socialise.” 

Alongside the shops and cinema, family 
events have also been staged at the venue. 

Activities in the past year include a chil¬ 
dren’s petting zoo, Ranger Rob and his 
creepy crawly friends, Father Christmas 
and his reindeer and a climbing wall. 

The Caribbean carnival which will begin 
on July 11, will include entertainment by 
calypso bands, colourful carnival dancers, 
tasty Caribbean food and limbo-dancing 
workshops. 

Bosses welcomed the centre’s one mil¬ 
lionth customer in October and the two 
millionth in December. 

• Alliance - See Page 2 



Bob Jones 



Firefighters treated after 


Firefighters seen in action following 

TWO firefighters were left needing hospi¬ 
tal treatmetn after an arson attack ripped 
through the former Wednesbury Leisure 
Centre. 

The centre in High Bullen, which has 
only been closed a month, was targeted at 
around 12.30am yesterday, Thursday. 

It is believed to have been deliberately 
started in a store room at the back of the 
site before spreading to the old sports hall. 

Two firefighters were taken to Sandwell 
General Hospital for a precautionary check 
after suffering the effects of smoke inhala¬ 
tion and debris in their eyes. 

West Midlands Fire Service confirmed 


the blaze at the former leisure centre 

neither firefighter had suffered serious in¬ 
jury and had later returned to duty. 

Crews battled to bring the blaze under 
control remaining at the scene for around 
six hours. 

They said ‘significant damage’ had been 
caused to the rear of the building and the 
sports hall. Water had to be piped from 
nearby Wednesbury Fire Station in King 
Street as crews fought the blaze. 

The centre shut at the end of May while 
work continues on the new one on the same 
site. It will have a 25-metre pool, a learner 
pool, two dance studios and a 100-station 
fitness suite. 


New boss 
takes up 
welfare 
top role 

A DRIVE to turn round an 
‘inadequate’ Ofsted rating 
on services for children 
and families in Sandwell is 
continuing with the recruit¬ 
ment of a national expert to 
a key job. 

John Harris has become 
chairman of the Sandwell 
Safeguarding Children 
Board, which co-ordinates 
work to protect and promote 
the welfare of children. 

Mr Harris has more than 
30 years’ experience in a 
career spanning all levels 
of children’s services and 
education. He said: “I am 
delighted to be given the 
opportunity to lead the 
Sandwell Safeguarding Chil¬ 
dren Board. 

“I have been struck by 
how ambitious the council 
and its partners are to give 
the best service. There’s a 
lot of work to do but I am 
confident we can succeed if 
we work with our partners 
across the borough.” 

Currently Mr Harris is 
the chairman of the Doncas¬ 
ter Safeguarding Children 
Board, where he has over¬ 
seen improvements since 
his appointment in January. 

His other achievements 
include playing a leading 
role in setting up a national 
programme for the Chil¬ 
dren’s Improvement Board, 
and he has also worked with 
other children’s services 
which the Government says 
must improve. 

Yobs facing 
crackdown 

A CRACKDOWN on an¬ 
ti-social behaviour in Tip- 
ton has been launched by 
police. Officers have grant¬ 
ed new powers to enable 
them to tackle problems on 
the Tibbington estate. 

A blanket dispersal order 
has been placed on a num¬ 
ber of streets giving peo¬ 
ple the power to move on 
groups of two or more peo¬ 
ple if they are suspected of 
causing trouble. The order 
follows a similar one being 
introduced in the Princes 
End area last July. 


Do you live in B70, 9?? 


£1 OFF 








If so order a taxi from B70,9?? and present this 
voucher to the driver and get £1 off your fare 






Cheapest taxis around from only £2.60* 0121 522 2233 or 0121 505 5555 


"dependent on mileage 


































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, July 3, 2014 


CONTENTS 

Peter Rhodes 

4 

Letters 

7 

Memory Lane 

12 

What’s On 

31 

TV 

32 

Property 

36 

Motoring 

46 

Sport 

55-56 

CONTACT US 


Baggies fan's dismay at badges theft 


Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
The Chronicle and Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Sandwell who can help: 

Lisa Wright: 01902 319598 
lisa.wright@expressandstar.co.uk 
Alex Homer: 01902 319562 
alex.homer@expressandstar.co.uk 
Adam Grinsell: 01902 319501 
adam.grinsell@expressandstar.co.uk 
Tom Mason: 01902 319550 
tom.mason@expressandstar.co.uk 
What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 

E-mail your information and pictures to: 
Sandwell.Chronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 


Sports: 

Tel: 01902 319453, e-mail: chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Photographic 

Tel: John Sambrooks 01902 319431 


Advertising: 

Sue Jones 

Tel: 01902 319551 

E-mail: sue.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 

Property: 

Colin Bailey 

Tel: 01902 4444331 

E-mail: c.bailey@expressandstar.co.uk 

Motoring: 

Andrew Mullett 

Tel: 01922 353256 

E-mail: a.mullett@expressandstar.co.uk 

Classified: 

Tel: 01902 317878 

Classified trade: 

Tel: 01902 319191 

Distribution: 

Paul Jones 

Tel: 01902 319990 

E-mail: p.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 


SANDWELL 

CHRONICLE . 

51-53, Queen Street 
Wolverhampton 

Open Monday to Friday 9am-1pm 
and 2pm-5pm 

www.yourchronicle.com 


A BAGGIES fan says he is devastat¬ 
ed after thieves stole more than 300 
football pin badges he had collected 
during three decades of following 
England around the world. 

The 61-year-old had the collec¬ 
tion, which included a badge from 
England’s first game at the new 
Wembley Stadium, mounted on a 
large display board in his Smeth¬ 
wick home. But while on holiday 


in Majorca, thieves broke into his 
house and made off with the entire 
collection. The distraught owner, 
who does not want to be named in 
fear he will be targeted again, is ap¬ 
pealing to the burglars for the safe 
return of the badges. 

He said the metallic badges, often 
seen pinned on baseball caps, were 
mementos of trips watching Eng¬ 
land overseas including World Cups 


and European Championships, plus 
internationals in Greece, Albania 
and Spain. 

They cost about £5 and are pur¬ 
chased from street sellers on the 
way to stadiums. The victim said: 
“I’m was gutted to see them have 
gone. They are badges I won’t be 
able to replace. I won’t be buying 
anything sentimental again after 
this.” Police believe the burglary 


took place sometime between May 
10 and 13. The burglars got in by 
smashing a toilet window after 
jumping over a locked side gate. 

A large quantity of jewellery 
were also taken. They include set of 
man’s nine-carat gold football rings, 
featuring the Three Lions emblem, 
and items belonging to his late 
mother. Anyone with information 
is asked to call 101. 


Alliance may see £lm 
boost for business 


A £1 MILLION boost could be on the cards 
for West Bromwich town centre with the cre¬ 
ation of a new business alliance. 

Next year businesses will be asked to vote on pro¬ 
posals to set up a Business Improvement District. If 
created, the partnership could generate an estimat¬ 
ed £1.25m to help improve the town centre. 

Business Improvement 
Districts are business-led 
partnerships that generate 
income through an extra 
contribution from local busi¬ 
nesses. That money is then 
spent on improvement pro¬ 
jects in a defined area. 

Councillor Ian Jones, who 
is responsible for jobs and 
economy, said: “Sandwell 
Council is fully supportive of 
the Business Improvement 
District, which will allow us 
to showcase West Bromwich 
town centre and what it has 
to offer as a shopping and 
leisure destination.” 

The Improvement District 
will be developed in consul¬ 
tation with businesses in 
the town centre, and organ¬ 
isers say it will be tailored 
to the needs of the business 
community. All shops and 
businesses will be asked to 
vote on the Improvement 
District next spring. 

If a ‘yes’ vote is secured, 
money could be spent on 
a range of projects includ¬ 
ing high-profile marketing, 
extra security and enhanced 
cleaning to boost the town. 

John Hodgkiss, Busi¬ 
ness Improvement District 
co-ordinator for the West 
Bromwich scheme, said: “In 
recent weeks I’ve begun to 
visit West Bromwich busi¬ 
nesses on a one-to-one basis 
to talk about their priorities 
for the future. 

“It’s great to see how 
positive retailers are about 
West Bromwich and they 
are coming up with some 
great ideas on how to invest 
and improve the heart of the 
town centre over the next 
five years.” 


Grower of 
cannabis 
locked up 

AN ILLEGAL immigrant 
was caught leaping out of 
the window of a house which 
was being used as a canna¬ 
bis farm worth more than 
£250,000, a court heard. 

Vietnamese national Toan 
Dang arrived in the UK on 
the back of a lorry and was 
taken under the wing of a 
man he knew only as ‘boss’. 

Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told the 19-year- 
old was tasked with running 
a cannabis factory set up in 
a house on Forster Street in 
Smethwick. But Dang was 
apprehended when police 
swooped at the property 
and is now facing two years 
behind bars. 

Mr Mark Phillips, prose¬ 
cuting, told the court police 
officers arrested Dang after 
they spotted him scram¬ 
bling out of a window at the 
rear of the house on March 
21. “He was caught red- 
handed,” he said.. 

A search revealed 330 can¬ 
nabis plants which, based 
on three harvests a year, 
would be valued at any¬ 
thing between £250,000 and 
£900,000. Dang, of no fixed 
address, pleaded guilty to 
producing cannabis. He was 
jailed for two years. Judge 
Nicholas Webb ordered the 
forfeiture and destruction of 
the cannabis recovered from 
the property. 



Black Country schoolgirl Alisha Jarrett, who got a surprise ride in a Aston Martin Rapide 

A MOTOR-mad youngster’s wish has been 
granted after she got a ride in a £100,000 
Aston Martin. 

Holly Hall Academy pupil Alisha Jarrett 
had a huge shock at school when she walked 
outside to see the flashy Aston Martin V12 
Rapide, which has a top speed of 185mph. 

And when she was told she was going for 
a ride, the 14-year-old, who gets her love of 
cars from her grandad and mechanic uncle, 
burst into tears. She said: “I always wanted 
to know what it would feel like to go in one. 

The experience was organised by the Rus- 
sells Hall Wishing Well project, after she 
told them of her dream while in the hospital 
with a burst appendix in April. 

Steve Ford, from the project, said: “She 
loved it, she didn’t know anything about it, 
she showed up as normal at school when 
they brought out her class before bringing 
her out on her own. She burst into tears, 
which was really touching. She was chuffed.” 

Alisha, from Uplands Road, also took 
along best pal Emily Smith, 14, and sister 
Elbe, 10. The car and ride were donated by 
its owner, local businessman Colin Jones. 

Alisha is now concentrating on her fund¬ 
raising exploits - having already completed 



Alisha in the Aston with owner, Colin Jones 

a Race for Life for Cancer Research and a 
Black Country Walk for Motor Neurone 
Disease, she is now organising a charity 
cycle for Mary Stevens Hospice in mem¬ 
ory of her grandad. On Sunday, July 13, 
she and others will be doing a 32 mile ride 
along the canal, from Stourbridge to Stour- 
port. It is £5 to enter, and anyone wishing 
to take part should email erawlings@hol¬ 
ly-hall.dudley.sch.uk in the first instance. 


Details of 
boy racer 
move are 
finalised 

THE final details of an in¬ 
junction aimed at stopping 
car cruising in the streets 
of the Black Country car are 
being drawn up. 

All four Black Country 
councils are teaming up to 
apply to the High Court for 
an injunction which could 
see people who participate 
in or watch car cruising 
events jailed for up to two 
years. 

Moxley, in Walsall, has 
suffered from boy racers 
meeting on streets and car 
parks in the area at night 
and speeding around the 
streets. 

Gurdip Thandi, spokes¬ 
man for Wolverhampton 
City Council, said the 
local authority along with 
Sandwell, Dudley and Wal¬ 
sall were all finalising the 
details of an application to 
the High Court. 

“If granted, the councils 
would have the power to 
take anyone suspected of 
participating in car cruising 
or spectating at such events 
back to court and anyone 
found in breach of the in¬ 
junction would be liable to 
fines or up to two years’ im¬ 
prisonment,” he said. 

An injunction has already 
been brought into force in 
Cannock, near to Orbital 
and Linkway retail parks, 
to tackle the problem of boy 
racers. 

Park walks 
are launched 

A SERIES of summer walks 
are being held at parks in 
Walsall with more partic¬ 
ipants urged to join the 
weekly groups. 

Strolls take place at 
Walsall Arboretum every 
Thursday and Willenhall 
Memorial Park until the 
middle of August. 

They are organised by 
Walsall Council’s sport and 
leisure development services 
team and cover two to three 
miles. 

For the Thursday walk 
meet at the Centre Green at 
7pm and for the Willenhall 
walk meet at the car park at 
the same time. 


Bin lorry on fire 

A BIN lorry caught fire 
in Bloxwich. It pulled up 
to Bloxwich Fire Station 
in High Street at around 
7.45am last Tuesday, with 
flames and plumes of smoke 
coming from the back of the 
truck. It took firefighters 
half-an-hour to put out the 
flames. 
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School on 
par with 
new golf 
course 

A NINE hole golf course has 
been unveiled at a Smeth¬ 
wick school - with pupils 
teeing off for the first time. 

Pupils at Brandhall Pri¬ 
mary have been getting to 
grips with the layout of the 
course built on their playing 
fields. 

It was funded by a £1,000 
grant in order to give pu¬ 
pils the chance to try a new 
sport. 

Youngsters aged between 
seven and 11 have been 
using Tri-Golf equipment, 
scaled down plastic clubs, 
to pitch and putt their way 
around the course. 

Maxine Burrows, the 
school’s community part¬ 
nership manager, said: “We 
wanted to give a new out¬ 
door activity a try. 

“We started planning the 
course out and got help from 
golf professionals and it has 
just grown bigger and big¬ 
ger.” 

The course was designed 
by year six pupils with the 
help of Warley Woods Golf 
club’s PGA pro Greg Lynch, 
who is working with the 
school to develop the chil¬ 
dren’s golfing talents. 

He has already invited 
several children to join War- 
ley Wood’s youth side dur¬ 
ing their training sessions. 

Halesowen Golf Club has 
also helped. 

Youngsters 
visit college 

A GROUP of children from 
Belarus visited Halesowen 
College to take part in a 
range of activities. 

The youngsters are in the 
Black Country for a month 
to have a break from the 
radiation in their country 
caused by the Chernobyl 
disaster in 1986. 

Halesowen College stu¬ 
dents arranged the fun day 
which involved manicures, 
face painting and dance ac¬ 
tivities. 

The students also com¬ 
pleted a sponsored walk to 
raise funds for the Black 
Country branch of charity 
Friends of Chernobyl’s Chil¬ 
dren. 


Street hold-ups 

MOTORISTS will face hold¬ 
ups during road restrictions 
at the weekend. Temporary 
traffic lights will be in place 
along High Street, Brown- 
hills, at the junction of 
Ogley Road, on July 6. 

This is for duct repairs 
and restrictions will operate 
from 8am to 6pm. 


Drug scheme something to be sniffed at 


NEWS 

in brief 



Pauline Hadley 


CANNABIS-SCENTED ‘scratch 
and sniff cards will again be dis¬ 
tributed around the West Midlands 
as a drive to encourage people to re¬ 
port drug growers to the police. 

Crime-fighting charity Crimes- 
toppers have announced it would be 
repeating the campaign, which was 
first trialled last year. 

Crimestoppers and police will be 
distributing the cards to educate the 
public about the signs of cannabis 
farming in their neighbourhoods, 
and in particular the distinctive 


smell of cannabis. The charity said 
criminal gangs often rented flats 
or suburban houses, bringing with 
them serious crimes such as gun 
crime, electricity theft and human 
trafficking. 

Pauline Hadley, Crimestoppers’ 
regional manager for West Midlands 
and Staffordshire said: “There are 
mothers and neighbours who know 
what’s going on in their areas and 
feel they cannot tell anyone. 

“We are giving people the chance 
to give information to the charity 


about serious organised criminals 
who are making their lives hell. 

“They can call us without anyone 
knowing who they are. Their call is 
not even recorded anywhere includ¬ 
ing on their own phone bills.” 

Crimestoppers said last year’s 
campaign led to a 28 per cent in¬ 
crease in the amount of information 
received in its first month. 

Shortly after last year’s campaign 
was launched, information was re¬ 
ceived which resulted in plants 
with a street value of more than £1 


million being seized. The charity 
stressed that the ‘scratch and sniff 
cards will not contain any of the ac¬ 
tive ingredients of cannabis. 

The campaign has been backed 
by a number of energy companies, 
landlords’ bodies, Neighbourhood 
Watch groups, and the Chief Fire 
Officers Association. 

Roger Critchell of Crimestoppers 
said: “The scratch and sniff cards 
were well received last year, a fact 
that was supported by the increase 
in information we received.” . 


Tears as police staff told 
of commissioner's death 



Commissioner Bob Jones with Chief Supt Stuart Johnson at Brierley Hill police in 2013 


POLICE staff were in tears on 
Tuesday as they were informed of 
the sudden death of Bob Jones, 
hours before he was due to sign 
a vital contract on the future of 
West Midlands Police. 

Politicians and workers have been 
left devastated after the Police and 
Crime Commissioner passed away in 
his sleep on Monday night, aged 59. 

The news was broken to them at the of¬ 
fice of Mr Jones’s staff in Lloyd House - the 
West Midlands Police Headquarters in Bir¬ 
mingham City Centre, just minutes before 
the scheduled start of the Strategic Police 
and Crime Board meeting he was due to 
chair. 

Thirty minutes before the 10am start 
his staff were still frantically trying to find 
where he was. The meeting was scrapped 
just moments before it should have begun. 

People were told the move was the result 
of ‘unforeseen circumstances’. 

Later on Tuesday, Mr Jones had been due 
to sign a contract with the company chosen 
to help transform West Midlands Police. 
The Innovation and Integration Partner - 
still to be publicly revealed - was chosen 
after a vetting process has taken several 
months. 

Modernise 

It will help the force develop a new mod¬ 
elling model and to look at how technology 
can be used to innovate and modernise in 
services and processes. 

The process to find the best candidate 
was launched in July last year. 

Chief Constable Chris Sims has said the 
decision to involve a private company in 
the running of the force could be one of the 
most revolutionary in British policing. 

Tributes have since been pouring in for 
Mr Jones, who was elected the first West 
Midlands PCC in 2012. He was one of a 
new wave of elected police commissioners 
created all over the country by David Cam¬ 
eron to make forces more accountable to the 
public. 

The elections in November 2012 at¬ 
tracted a very low turnout - just 15 per 
cent on average across the country. But Mr 
Jones, who had been a Labour councillor 
in Wolverhampton for more than 30 years, 
was opposed to the role existing at all, be¬ 


lieving that commissioners had fewer tools 
to hold forces to account than the old police 
authorities they replaced. 

His Conservative opposite number in 
Staffordshire, PCC Matthew Ellis, said: 
“Although we didn’t share the same philos¬ 
ophies, I liked Bob very much as a person 
and will miss the banter we had on so many 
occasions. 

“He was never afraid to speak his mind, 
even if this sometimes caused him to be in 


a minority of one among PCCs. The critical 
area where Bob made a significant differ¬ 
ence in the last 18 months was in funda¬ 
mentally changing and improving the way 
the police engaged with local people. 

“My thoughts are with Bob’s family, 
friends and colleagues today.” 

Halesowen & Rowley Regis MP James 
Morris said: “Despite our many political 
disagreements, I will always remember the 
important work that Bob did in making 


sure that our local police force takes mental 
health seriously - whether among victims, 
offenders or police officers and staff. 

“He was genuinely committed to this 
work and will be missed by the many peo¬ 
ple who have benefited from the changes he 
helped to implement. 

“My thoughts and prayers are with his 
wife and family and hope that they can take 
some comfort from his achievements and 
the many lives he touched.” 

Councillor John Rowley, who represents 
the Blakenhall ward in Wolverhampton 
where Mr Jones was also previously a coun¬ 
cillor, said: “This is a huge loss to every¬ 
body. 

“Bob was dedicated to this city and 
to Blakenhall for decades. He was a tre¬ 
mendous campaigner and never tired of 
knocking on doors, meeting residents and 
working to make their lives better. 

“He was unrivalled in his work rate. 

“This is a tragedy for the whole city and 
the West Midlands. And it is a tragedy for 
Bob’s family.” 

Services 

Mr Jones had been on the former West 
Midlands Police Authority from 1986 
until its abolition in 2012. in 2010 he was 
awarded a CBE for his services to policing. 

MP for Warley John Spellar said: “Bob, 
having been a previous chairman of the po¬ 
lice authority, knew policing and had great 
doubts about this new post, but thought it 
was important that someone who knew the 
job did it. 

“He was undoubtedly the best police 
commissioner in the country, both for his 
knowledge, and for getting out into the 
community and helping to tackle crime. 

“He had been a good councillor and com¬ 
mittee chairman, but was an outstanding 
commissioner.” 

Sandwell Council leader Councillor Dar¬ 
ren Cooper, who chairs the West Midlands 
Police and Crime Panel and work closely 
with Mr Jones, has paid tribute to his ‘good 
friend’. 

He said: “This is devastating news. Bob 
was making a huge difference as the re¬ 
gion’s first Police and Crime Commissioner 
and his untimely death is an absolute trag¬ 
edy. 

“He was a good friend and colleague, who 
was always down to earth, but above all he 
had a keen sense of public duty.” 


Litter drama set 
for school stage 

PUPILS at a senior 
school will play host to an 
award-winning play on the 
problems of litter. 

Year seven and eight 
groups from Walsall’s Jo¬ 
seph Leckie Academy will 
see the educational work 
Bin It, tomorrow, Friday. 

The drama aims to show 
that dropping litter is a 
bad habit and challenges 
students to change their 
behaviour. 

The school based in Wal- 
stead Road West is among 
five in the region to be in¬ 
cluded in the Bin It tour. 

Group in call 
over eyesores 

CALLS have been made 
for long-term eyesore sites 
to be developed and trans¬ 
formed in Willenhall. 

Liberal Democrats 
leader Ian Shires said it is 
hoped an application for 
the Meadow House, Stroud 
Avenue, will be submitted 
in the near future. 

Councillor Shires said: 
“Other vacant sites, the 
former Cavalcade pub site 
opposite in Stroud Avenue 
and the former Brown Jug 
pub site, both in private 
ownership are also long 
standing eyesores.” 

Prizes on offer 
as shop opens 

A PRIZE draw will be 
among the attractions 
when Walsall Borough 
Cats’ Protection opens a 
new shop, tomorrow. 

Shoppers are invited to 
call in to the premises, in 
Croft Parade, in Aldridge, 
on Friday at 10.30am. At¬ 
tractions include a prize 
draw. 

Fundraiser Val Turner 
said: “We’ve had a lot of 
really nice things that have 
been donated.” 

Church in food 
bank opening 

A NEW food bank will 
open at a church on August 
30. Emergency food par¬ 
cels will be handed out at 
Pelsall Methodist Church. 

Volunteers will be 
trained to work with vul¬ 
nerable people and to 
signpost them to various 
agencies to access help. For 
details, call 01722 580180 
or email enquiries@trus- 
selltrust.org 

Brass in church 

PHOENIX Brass Band 
will be performing at a 
Walsall church next week. 
All Saints’ Church, in Wal¬ 
sall Road, Darlaston, will 
play host to the group on 
July 12. Tickets at £10 are 
available from the church. 


BARGAIN BLINDS 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

7 Vertical Blinds 
^ From £199 
Fully Fitted 
All Other Blinds 
Reduced 

VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VELUX, PLEATED, PATIO 
AWNINGS AND CURTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & CURVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 
FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features f ” 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 


Celebrating 
Our 15th ^ 
YearJ 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 




Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Manual override for use in a power cut 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01926 817457 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call 01926 817457. 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 



SPECIAL OFFERS 


Bathroom including: 

• Fitting 

• Thermostatic bar 
shower 

• 800mm tray 

• 800mm side panel 

• 800 bifold door 

• WC unit 

• Basin unit 

• BTW pan and seat 

• Concealed cistern 

• Semi countertop 
basin 

• mixer tap 

• 7 sq mtr waterproof 
wall panelling 


ONLY £2399, 
Fully Fitted 



This fully assembled 18mm oak effect kitchen including 

• Soft Close Doors • Hob • Cornice 

and Drawers, • Hood • pelmet 

• Oven • Worktops • sink and taps 



iLHomEoan 


Established over 25 years 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

See our virtual showroom at www.idealhomecare.co.uk 

Mon-Fri 10am-4pm Saturday 10am-2pm Closed Wednesday and Sunday 
Other times by appointment 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



OVER the years, in order to make football safer, boots 
have become lighter and the old rock-hard leather ball has 
been outlawed. Is it time to consider rubber teeth? 


□□□□□□□□ 


THE term rUK (“rest of the United Kingdom”) is already 
being used in Scotland to describe England and Wales 
if Scotland votes for independence in September’s 
referendum. A similar abbreviation based on “former 
United Kingdom” has been rejected as inappropriate. 
□□□□□□□□ 


DAVID Blunkett says the News of the World hacking his 
voicemails brought him close to a breakdown. He talks bit¬ 
terly of suspicion, betrayal and the souring of relationships. 
Reality check, please. When a high-profile Home Secre¬ 
tary has a torrid affair with another man’s wife, how does 
he think it’s going to end? If mobile phones had not been 
invented, hacking was unknown and Rupert Murdoch 
had never been born, Blunkett’s own folly would still have 
brought him crashing down. 

□□□□□□□□ 

IN December last year I wrote this about the female 
puppets in the Wonga TV adverts: “The moment they 
appeared, I found myself reminded of those evil old 
bags who were rounded up in Germany after the war 
and exposed as concentration-camp guards.” There 
is something unpleasant about the whole payday-loan 
industry. Now it is revealed that Wonga sent thousands 
of letters threatening legal action to customers in ar¬ 
rears - from fake legal firms. Because this happened 
before the Financial Conduct Authority took over the 
regulation of payday lenders, it is unable to fine Won¬ 
ga. But what about natural justice and the criminal 
law? If a back-street loan shark threatened legal ac¬ 
tion by bogus law firms wouldn’t he be charged with 
obtaining money by deception? What’s sauce for the 
shark is surely sauce for Wonga. 

□□□□□□□□ 


THE solution to England’s football woes is staring us in the 
face. On the very day last week that England was knocked 
out of the world Cup by Liverpool, Ofsted published a re¬ 
port complaining that elite sport in this country is dominat¬ 
ed by kids from private schools. No surprises there. Private 
schools tend to demand high standards of their pupils and 
what applies in the classroom also applies on the sports 
fields. The simple fact is that posh kids are bred to suc¬ 
ceed. After half a century of decline it is time to accept that 
football has failed the working class, and vice-versa. It is 
time to gentrify the game. Ban football in all state schools. 
Rebuild the Football League around England’s great pub¬ 
lic schools with teams such as Eton Wanderers, Harrow 
Rovers and Winchester Academicals. Boot out the Bash 
Street Kids and bring on Lord Snooty and his Pals. Bring 
the upper-crust dedication and expertise that gives us 
world-class riders, sailors and rugby players to bear on 
football. The age of the toff striker is at hand. Who knows, 
we might even get a better class of football hooligan. 
□□□□□□□□ 


POLICE under Pressure (BBC2) is supposed to show 
how cops in Sheffield are coping with the wicked Tory 
budget cuts. What it actually tells us is that money is 
not the problem. The real issue is a police force (sorry, 
service) which commands zero respect and has ab¬ 
solutely no authority on the streets. You could double 
the police budget tomorrow and the underclass kids, 
all fully aware of their human rights, would still ignore 
the curfew and run rings around the bobbies. When it 
comes to clearing the streets and keeping the peace, 
nothing works quite like the Saudi Arabian system of a 
few hundred fit young religious police armed with long 
canes. It’s called the Commission for the Promotion of 
Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, and nobody messes 
with it. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


£ 60,000 

MORE footpaths at a popular park, 
improvements to a community cen¬ 
tre and a church extension - almost 
£60,000 of funding has gone to 
three projects in the Black Country. 

The Veolia Environmental Trust 
has given out a total of £58,000 to 
the Woodsetton Charitable Trust, 
the Oak Tree Centre in Oldbury and 
Holy Trinity Church in West Bro¬ 
mwich. In Woodsetton, a £31,000 


windfall 

grant will be used to create foot¬ 
paths and a bridge in Swanbrook 
Valley in Dudley. 

Trustee of the Woodsetton Char¬ 
itable Trust, Don Davies, said: 
“We are so pleased to have been 
awarded this grant. It will enable us 
to improve the valley for its many 
visitors, including people with disa¬ 
bilities or limited mobility.” 

Oak Tree Centre will spend its 


for area 

£18,000 grant on improved access 
to its venue Tame Road. The centre 
opened in 2005 and is used by more 
than 400 people a week. Chairman 
Matt Nott, said: “This grant will en¬ 
able us to offer events and activities 
to an even wider range of people.” 

Holy Trinity Community Group 
will use its £9,000 grant for an ex¬ 
tension to the church in Mary Road 
to provide an extension, providing 


projects 

extra storage space. Committee 
member David Turner, said: “This 
grant is great news. It means we 
are one step closer to extending the 
hall to benefit our current users and 
to enable us to safely accommodate 
even more people.” 

The grants, which were awarded 
at the start of this month, are 
through the company’s Landfill 
Communities Fund. 


Bright Black Country 
festivities on horizon 


t by Alex Ross 


YOW cor mek it up - hun¬ 
dreds of Black County 
flags, popping up all over 
the world, an anthem re¬ 
leased into the music 
charts and dozens of ales 
to fit the occasion. 

Just days away from Black Coun¬ 
try Day on July 14 and proud res¬ 
idents, dignitaries and businesses 
are gearing up for the special event. 

Although launched last year, it is 
this year community leaders hope 
the event will kick-off, providing a 
family-fun testament of all things 
Black Country. 

Among the first of the celebra¬ 
tions to get off the mark were the 
breweries Black Country Ales, Hold¬ 
ens, Back Yard brewery and Kinver 
Brewery - all producing special¬ 
ly-made ales for the event. 

More than 200 Black Country 
flags have also been ordered by 
Black Country Ales to adorn the 
inside and outside of the Lower 
Gornal-based brewery’s 25 pubs. 
Staff will also be wearing T-shirts to 
commemorate the event, while only 
Black Country beers will be stocked 
over the weekend beforehand, in¬ 
cluding their own, Chain Ale. 

Meanwhile all over the world, 
Black Country flags have been in 
evidence, with one caught on cam¬ 
era at the World Cup in Brazil, one 
seen in Afghanistan and another 
being waved by a music fan at Glas¬ 
tonbury. 

Black Country band The Empty 
Can released ‘I Vow To Thee Black 
Country’, a rework of the patriotic 
classic, ‘I Vow to Thee My Country’. 

The charity single is raising 
money for Compton Hospice in ded¬ 
ication of former Wolverhampton 
City Council worker and magician 
Steve Evans, who died in January 
aged 52. 

On the first day of its release, the 
single went to number 11 in the 
Amazon charts. July 14 was chosen 
for the Black Country Day due to 
it being anniversary of the inven¬ 
tion of the Newcomen Engine, the 
world’s first steam engine created in 
the Black Country in 1712. 


Brewers Carol and Dave Kelly, Austin Morgan, Steve Bainbridge, Martin Wilkins, with Black Country Gaz 


An England fan proudly waves the Black Country flag 


The striking flag in a sea of other ones at Glastonbury 




Loads of 
activities 
ready for 
the young 

A BROCHURE full of ideas 
to help keep children busy 
during the summer holidays 
has been released. 

Hourly coaching sessions 
and all-day holiday camps 
are among the activities 
being offered by Sandwell 
Leisure Trust. 

Children can learn to 
snorkel, improve swimming 
skills, play tennis, take part 
in football sessions, join a 
fun session in the pool or 
learn trampoline moves. 

New sessions have been 
added to the programme 
this year including raft 
building sessions, roller dis¬ 
cos and a cricket camp. 

Activities are taking place 
at Haden Hill Leisure Cen¬ 
tre, Hadley Stadium, Harry 
Mitchell Leisure Centre, 
Langley Swimming Centre, 
Portway Lifestyle Centre, 
Smethwick Swimming Cen¬ 
tre, Tipton Leisure Centre 
and Tipton Sports Academy. 

Sports development of¬ 
ficer Lee Marks said: “Our 
summer holiday activity 
programme is bigger and 
better this year. 

“Our centres are jam- 
packed full of activities all 
summer long.” 

For more information 
download thebrochure from 
the trust’s website www. 
slt-leisure.co.uk or call your 
nearest trust centre on 
0300 012 0121. 

Enterprise 
bid backed 

THE president of the Black 
Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce has welcomed a new 
report which encourages 
youngsters to develop their 
entrepreneurial skills while 
in education. 

Lord Young’s Enterprise 
for All report calls for an ex¬ 
pansion of enterprise educa¬ 
tion in schools, colleges and 
universities. 

Ninder Johal, president 
of the Black Country Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, said the 
announcement can only be 
good for the Black Country. 
He said: “The Black Coun¬ 
try Chamber of Commerce 
welcomes this approach.” 

School boost 

THE expansion of a school 
has received the go-ahead 
despite building on green 
belt land. Watling Street 
JMI in Brownhills has been 
given permission for a sin¬ 
gle-storey extension with 
new nursery and reception 
classrooms, toilets, cloak¬ 
rooms and meeting space. 



AT TRADE PRICES 

Infrared Motion 
Sensor only 

J £9.99 

4" Extractor 
} Fan only 

^^■£7.99 

Downflow 

Bathroom Heater 

•SBJB14.99 

V_J 

1 Mains Smoke and 
""^1 Heat Alarms only 

£6.99 

_I_I_J 

Room 

J Thermostat only 

l. GV10 

Spotlight from 

* £2.49 

CCTV Recorders 

^^^£99.99 

CCTV Camera 
from 

£24.99 | 

• CCTV Equipment • Intruder Alarms 

• Fire Alarms • Discreet Tracking Systems 
• Hidden Cameras and Bugs 

• Solar Powered Dummy Cameras 

42 Groat Bridge Street, west Bromwich B7B 0BN 0121 533 9660 

HAWKKVK ELECTRICALS a £3 

iXClude 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875210 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



COMPLETE KITCHENS 
AND BATHROOMS 


<3Kj 


Quality Kitchens and Bathrooms, 
Designed, Supplied & Installed. 
Our service includes: 

Plumbing, Tiling, 

Electrics, Plastering, 

Decorating 
A COMPLETE service from initial 
design through to completion with many 
references available. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Discounts For Large Projects 

Call: 0121 429 1586 or 07415 787526 

Ask For Chris 

Further Details Available At: 
candnpropertysolutions.co.uk 


C&N Property Solutions 
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Training 
chance for 
budding 
Rooneys 

YOUNG budding footie 
stars have been given the 
chance of winning an exclu¬ 
sive training day with com¬ 
munity football team Mahal 
FC. 

The prize is part of a 
joint community initiative 
by West Bromwich’s New 
Square Shopping Centre 
and Mahal FC, to help in¬ 
spire a new generation of 
footballers. 

The initiative kicked off 
on Saturday with the New 
Square Football Challenge, 
where shoppers of all ages 
took part in an inflatable 
penalty shoot-out game, and 
players from Mahal FC were 
on hand to provide expert 
tips and advice. 

During the event any keen 
footballers aged between 
seven and 12 were entered 
into a free draw prize to win 
a place at the training ses¬ 
sion, hosted by Mahal FC’s 
professional coaching team 
at Hadley Stadium. The 
lucky group of youngsters 
will also receive a commem¬ 
orative football shirt. 

Steve Burr, centre man¬ 
ager at New Square, said: 
“Our football challenge was 
aimed at getting local chil¬ 
dren more involved with 
football and not just watch¬ 
ing it on TV.” 

New Square Shopping 
Centre will also donate £500 
to the volunteer-run team. 

Concert for 
good cause 

A CONCERT will be held 
in aid of Arthritis Research 
next Saturday. Pelsall La¬ 
dies Choir will be perform¬ 
ing at St Michael’s Church 
in the village on July 12. 

Tickets are £5 for adults 
and free for under 16s from 
7.30pm. 

They are available from 
Kind Thoughts in High 
Street Pelsall or on the door. 

The choir meet every 
Monday evening during 
term-time in the hall of St 
Michael’s School, Pelsall 
from 7-9pm. For more de¬ 
tails call Margaret Merrick 
on 01922 693959 or June 
Davenhill on 01922 449243. 


Museum masks 

A MASK making workshop 
will take place at Walsall 
Leather Museum on July 
30. Youngsters can make 
their own alien or monster 
mask, with sessions taking 
place between 10.30am and 
12.30pm, and running from 
1.30pm-3.30pm. It costs 
£1.50. Call 01922 652288. 


New pub banking on its quality ales 



The bank has been turned into a pub 


A FORMER bank in Bearwood which 
has been given a new lease of life as a pub 
opened its doors last night. 

It had served the community for more 
than 90 years before being transformed into 
a watering hole called The Midland in rec¬ 
ognition of its past life as a branch of Mid¬ 
land Bank. Having created 15 jobs with the 
move, the pub will be serving up to 15 real 
ales and real ciders from all over the coun¬ 
try and will be the first specialist real ale 
drinks pub on the Bearwood Road. 

The pub will also permanently serve 
beers brewed by its owners Black Country 


Ales (BCA) who produce a range of real ales 
at their micro-brewery in Lower Gornal. 

The pub name was chosen in a compe¬ 
tition entered by hundreds of people, with 
the final name coming from beer enthusi¬ 
ast John McCoy who was the first of several 
people to come up with The Midland as a 
name - partly because he was an employee 
at the bank of that name for many years. 

For winning the competition he won a 
barrel of beer from BCA. 

Experienced licensee Richard Parling, a 
resident of Bearwood, will be at the helm 
of the new pub. The 41-year-old has been a 


manager for the past 17 years during which 
time he has covered restaurants, bars, 
nightclubs, and pubs. Mr Parling said: “The 
real focus of this pub will be to give Bear¬ 
wood a wide range of great beers, brewed in 
Britain, and kept in first-class order.” 

There will be an open-fire in the pub and 
a viewing panel through to the beer cellar 
so that customers can see how their bever¬ 
age they is stored and prepared. There will 
also be traditional pub grub such as cobs 
and snacks served. Other Sandwell build¬ 
ings transformed into pubs include a former 
courthouse in Oldbury. 


Former historic foundry 
workers win payout fight 


FORMER workers at an historic foundry that 
closed down have won a £186,000 payout 
over the lack of consultation with staff be¬ 
fore it shut with the loss of around 100 jobs. 

A total of 93 ex-employees at the Incanite Found¬ 
ries Ltd Smethwick have been awarded around 
£2,000 each following the closure of the site in May. 

Following major investment at the base, including a 


NEC gets to 
host family 
history show 

THE world’s biggest family 
history show is moving to 
the West Midlands. 

Who Do You Think You 
Are? Live will take place at 
the Birmingham National 
Exhibition Centre from 
April 16 to 18 next year. 

The show, based on the 
BBC television series, was 
previously held at London’s 
Olympia. Organisers Imme¬ 
diate Media are forecast¬ 
ing 14,000 visitors over the 
three days at the NEC. 

“Who Do You Think You 
Are? Live has the well-de¬ 
served reputation as the 
world’s biggest family his¬ 
tory show and is the place 
where family trees are cre¬ 
ated and extended,” said 
show director Andy Healy. 

“We’re at the stage now 
where we want to grow the 
event even further, and our 
move to the NEC will enable 
us to do that by attracting a 
truly national audience in a 
flexible venue which gives 
us the opportunity to ex¬ 
pand.” 

David Gallagher, the 
NEC’s new business devel¬ 
opment manager, added: 
“The NEC is a natural home 
for a show of this scale.” 


£1.4 million new alumin¬ 
ium foundry, it was hit by 
falling turnover and the loss 
of a number of customers 
late last year. As a result, 
it called in administrators 
in the new year. The metal 
castings business created in 
1920 supplied goods to a va¬ 
riety of industries. 

Unite, the union, said it 
had now secured the money 
for 93 employees following a 
hearing at Birmingham Tri¬ 
bunal held last week. 

The union’s regional in¬ 
dustrial officer Caroline 
Crolley said: “The foundry 
closed without warning in 
May. We then took them to 
tribunal for the award due 
to the lack of consultation 
with Unite and we were suc¬ 
cessful in that. 

“As a result of the closure 
93 employees were made 
redundant. Our award is 
for 90 days compensation 
or eight weeks pay. This 
equates to about £2,000 per 
person. We are delighted 
with the result. Just 13 of 
the 93 staff affected were 
Unite members. We will be 
contacting our members to 
inform them.” 

Incanite appointed Bir¬ 
mingham based administra¬ 
tors Baker Tilly in January. 

Baker Tilly said: “Since 
the site closed we have auc¬ 
tioned off a number of the 
assets. The majority of those 
have been realised, but we 
have not yet reached the 
point where we are in a posi- 
tion to distribute proceeds.” 


New centre is ready for first visitors 



Museum services manager Jane Hanney outside the new Oak House Visitor Centre off Oak Road, West Bromwich 

that they could be lost if something 
wasn’t done. 


STAFF are getting ready to open a 
new visitor centre following the res¬ 
toration of two barns at Oak House 
Museum in West Bromwich. 

The 17th century stable block and 
later 18th century barn in the grounds 
of the museum have been completely 
refitted to turn them into a visitor 
centre. 

Less than three years ago they were 
both a pile of crumbling bricks and 
rotting timber after lying derelict for 
30 years - leading some people to fear 


Sandwell Council, who own the 
house and grounds in Oak Road, 
stepped in with the Heritage Lottery 
Trust to find £1.4 million for the barns 
as part of a larger project. 

The two buildings now feature a re¬ 
ception area, toilets, tearoom, offices 
and a large upstairs space for schools 
and community use. 

Managers at the museum hope 
to use these new spaces to educate 


people about the houses history, in 
particular focusing on the living con¬ 
ditions, diseases and lifestyles of the 
homes owners and servants. 

The building will also house arte¬ 
facts linked to the houses past includ¬ 
ing the return of the Oak House Tiger, 
‘Tiddles’, a stuffed Bengal Tiger that 
was brought back by Victorian travel¬ 
ler, Helen Caddick in the 1890s. 

There will be a family fun and com¬ 
munity day on July 6. The free event 
opens at noon and runs until 4pm. 


NEWS 

in brief 


Circus skills are 
part of fun day 

A RANGE of entertain¬ 
ment from five-a-side foot¬ 
ball, cheerleading, karate 
and circus skills will take 
place on Saturday. 

The Streetly family fit 
and fun day is being held at 
Veseyans Sports Club, Lit¬ 
tle Hardwick Road, from 
11am to 3pm. 

Visitors will be spoilt for 
choice for things to do, with 
a host of activities taking 
place including face-paint¬ 
ing, dog agility demonstra¬ 
tion, the Reach Up tower 
and “Disco Dome” bouncy 
castle. 

Golf day boosts 
cancer charity 

A FIRM held a golf day 
in memory of its former 
chairman to raise money 
for charity. Building con¬ 
tractor Shaylor Group 
hosted the Fred Shaylor 
Golf Classic at Little Aston 
Golf Club in Sutton Cold¬ 
field. 

The tournament was 
named after Mr Shaylor 
who lost his fight against 
bowel cancer last year at 
the age of 69. 

More than £12,000 was 
raised at the June 4 event 
and it is being donated to 
Beating Bowel Cancer. 

Leather lessons 
are in the bag 

WALSALL Leather Muse¬ 
um is holding a bag-mak¬ 
ing workshop for adults 
next week. 

Sarah Benson will lead 
the session at the museum 
on July 12. 

People will learn stitch¬ 
ing techniques, fastening 
and hardware. 

Tickets are £55, includ¬ 
ing materials. Call 01922 
652288 or email leather- 
museum® walsall.gov.uk 
to book. 

AGM of health 
trust to be held 

THE annual general meet¬ 
ing of a Black Country 
health trust takes place on 
Wednesday. 

Walsall Healthcare NHS 
Trust is holding the meet¬ 
ing at Manor Learning and 
Conference Centre from 
6-8pm. It will look at the 
hospital’s achievements in 
2012-13, plans for the year 
ahead and a look at the an¬ 
nual report and accounts. 

Shop prize draw 

A PRIZE draw will be 
among the attractions 
when Walsall Borough 
Cats’ Protection opens a 
new shop. Shoppers are 
invited to the premises, in 
Croft Parade, in Aldridge, 
on Friday at 10.30am. 
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THREE things spring to mind 
following Luis Suarez’s latest at¬ 
tempt at a bit of light cannibal¬ 
ism. 

First of all, the behaviour ex¬ 
hibited by the Uruguay striker 
during the World Cup in Brazil 
was truly disgraceful. The man 
clearly has problems, and such 
conduct has no place on a foot¬ 
ball field. 

Secondly, if anybody serious¬ 
ly thinks a four-match ban is 
sufficient punishment for such 
outrageous behaviour - and re¬ 
member this is the third time he 
has tried to feast on one of his 
opponents - then they are surely 
deluded. And thirdly - and most 
importantly of all, don’t you just 
wish he had been able to do it 
before he put two past England? 
□□□□□ 

MAYBE if Fifa is serious about 
helping Suarez with his, ahem, 
dietary problems, he ought to try 
taking a leaf out of Anita Smith’s 
book. Literally. 

Anita developed a taste for 
paperbacks while pregnant with 
her second child, and over the 
past 20 years she reckons she 
has munched her way through 
more than 6,000 books. 

The 49-year-old former insur¬ 
ance clerk, presumably she had 
to give up work to devote more 
time to her book collection, says 
in the early days she used to 
gorge herself in the library, but 
her conscience got the better of 
her. Now she buys them in sec¬ 
ond-hand shops at 50p a throw. 

Could you imagine Suarez in a 
bookshop or a library? He would 
never live it down. 

□□□□□ 

ANDY Murray’s mother Judith 
is said to be ‘in the advanced 
stages’ of negotiating a place on 
Strictly Come Dancing. Is it me, 
or does that sound like a medical 
condition? 

□□□□□ 

INCIDENTALLY, I have already 
decided that this year’s Wimble¬ 
don is the best yet. 

What? Better than last year, 
when we had the first British 
winner since 1936? Better than 
when John McEnroe smashed 
up the drinks machine 30-odd 
years ago? Definitely. 

Because this week, while a 
noisy section of the population 
will be screaming at their tele¬ 
vision sets like banshees about 
Tiger Jim or whoever it is these 
days, I will be basking in the 80 
degree sunshine of Kotor har¬ 
bour in Montenegro, with not 
a tennis racquet in sight. More 
strawberries? 

□□□□□ 

BARCLAY’S has developed a 
smart phone app which allows 
people to make payments into 
their account by photographing 
a cheque and sending it down 
the phone line to the bank. 

Brilliant. Given the impregna¬ 
ble security surrounding mobile 
phone devices, as exhibited 
by the recent phone-hacking 
scandal, what could possibly go 
wrong? 



The beauty of trees at West Park, Wolverhampton A view of play equipment at Victoria Park, Smethwick The landscaped gardens at Priory Park, Dudley 


Growing concern 
on future parklife 





The instantly recognisable lake that is one of Walsall Arboretum’s features 


Cutbacks in funding may 
hit council budgets for 
parks, say lottery chiefs. 

LAURA BLYTH reports 

THEY are considered the jew¬ 
els in the region’s crown but it 
is feared that scores of parks 
across the West Midlands may 
be left to become rundown or 
even be sold off by councils 
due to Government cuts. 

A new report by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund has claimed that facil¬ 
ities at sites such as cafes and toilets 
could have their opening hours cut 
or closed all together. 

Across the country it is claimed that 
budgets for parks have been slashed by 
86 per cent in the past three years and 
the study also warns that grass could be 
left uncut, flowerbeds left empty, and 
play areas cleaned and inspected less 
often. 

Arboretum 

The study claims the condition of 36.4 
per cent of parks in the West Midlands 
will decline in the next three years and 
staffing levels will fall by up to 21 per 
cent. 

Louise Worton, the manager of Walsall 
Arboretum, said the future of funding for 
parks was a worry. 

She said: “My concern would be if 
the budget cuts were so extreme we lost 
front line staff. These cuts are across the 
board and are affecting parks nationally. 

“People take for granted high quality, 
public accessible spaces and parks. The 
Arboretum is so unique as it’s so close to 
the town centre. 

“We are lucky at the Arboretum as 
we’ve seen recent investment. 

“But we are struggling for things like 
maintenance equipment and mainte¬ 


nance funding for things like new trees 
and plants.” 

Wolverhampton’s leisure chief Coun¬ 
cillor Elias Mattu was equally con¬ 
cerned. He said: “There seems to be 
less and less funding around. It’s mak¬ 
ing it difficult to sustain high levels of 
quality. 

“We have 32 parks in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton we are very proud of them. 

“We have been able to keep them at a 
good standard up to now. Funding cuts 
from the Government is making that 
very difficult.” According to the lottery 


fund report, parks across the West Mid¬ 
lands will have their budgets slashed by 
16 per cent in the next three years. 

Precious 

Dame Jenny Abramsky, chairwoman 
of Heritage Lottery Fund, said: “This 
report makes for sobering reading. 
Parks are highly valued, precious places 
that are vital to our physical and emo¬ 
tional well-being. 

“Following decades of decline, Lot¬ 
tery funding sparked a parks renais¬ 
sance but that is now at risk. We realise 


these are financially tough times and 
that is why we need collaborative action 
and a fresh approach to halt this threat 
of decline and stop this cycle of boom 
and bust. 

“Our parks are far too important not 
to act now.” 

Campaigners have since called on the 
Government and local authorities to 
help protect and improve parks for fu¬ 
ture generations. 

Mark Camley, chairman of new¬ 
ly-formed coalition The Parks Alliance, 
said: “This timely report provides the 
evidence to back up the experience of 
park staff and volunteers on the ground 
that the parks we know, love and use are 
close to crisis point. 

“The Parks Alliance is keen to work 
with the Government now to halt the po¬ 
tentially disastrous decline in the green 
spaces that are at the heart of British 
life and culture. 

“Together with the people that create, 
maintain and use parks, national and 
local government has a duty to protect 
and improve the country’s public green 
spaces for future generations.” 

In addition to calling for continued in¬ 
vestment by local authorities, the report 
also highlights the need for developing 
new ways of looking after and funding 
parks. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
said it would continue to monitor and 
report on the public parks across the UK 
it has invested in, as well as investing 
more money in green spaces and in inno¬ 
vative ideas for making parks financially 
sustainable. 

In the past 20 years, parks across the 
country have benefited from a total of 
£700million in investment through the 
Lottery. 

An HLF spokesman said: “From 
museums, parks and historic places to 
archaeology, natural environment and 
cultural traditions, we invest in every 
part of our diverse heritage. HLF has 
supported over 30,000 projects, allocat¬ 
ing £4.6billion across the UK.” 



TONY Blair’s three priorities 
were ‘education, education, ed¬ 
ucation’. But I’m not so sure he 
or anyone else has managed to 
achieve even the first one. 

I’m sorry if it offends the many 
hard-working teachers who 
have made strides in terms of 
exam results. It’s the politicians 
I’m talking about. In 2014 we 
still don’t seem to have grasped 
what it is we’re meant to be 
teaching our kids. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin 
brought the shadow education 
secretary Tristram Hunt to his 
patch. Mr Hunt, incidentally, is 
the historian and broadcaster 
turned politician who occasion¬ 
ally gets tipped as a possible re¬ 
placement for Ed Miliband. 

While they were touring the 
impressive Dudley College, talk¬ 
ing to enthusiastic young peo¬ 
ple, learning everything from art 
to how to run the hospitality on 
aeroplanes, they were speaking 
about the need to boost skills. 

“We’ve lost many of our tradi¬ 
tional industrial jobs and I think 
the biggest question we face is 
how we bring new, well-paid and 
secure jobs to the Black Country 
to replace them,” Mr Austin said. 
He’s right, of course. So is Tris¬ 
tram Hunt when he says young 
people needed to accept that 
the days of well-paid, low skilled 
jobs were over. 

Bilston steelworks shut in 
1979. People tried with all their 
might to save it but the Thatcher 
government would not intervene 
in the decision of the British 
Steel Corporation. That was the 
biggest blow the town ever suf¬ 
fered. Here’s where I start to de¬ 
spair about the situation today. 

I stumbled across the one 
and only article in the Express 
& Star’s digital archive written 
by a young Boris Johnson, now 
Mayor of London, when he was 
a trainee reporter sent by The 
Times to cut his teeth in the real 
world. In it, Boris reports on a 
rising number of vacancies in the 
Black Country in 1988 and a lack 
of applicants to fill them. 

“To a great extent the bosses 
are frustrated because the un¬ 
employed who come to them 
for jobs are short of essential 
skills,” he wrote. “Many skills, 
such as those required in steel 
manufacture, have become out¬ 
dated with the decline of heavy 
industry.” 

In those 26 years we have had 
five Prime Ministers, an overhaul 
of schools to create thousands 
of academies, the longest re¬ 
cession since the Second World 
War and we don’t seem to be 
any further on. 

Boris Johnson could have 
been writing about 2014 as 
much as about 1988. But then 
the political elite are almost all 
Oxbridge educated and these 
days the route to Westminster is 
trod by researchers and special 
advisers. We can’t expect them 
to know what kids need to learn 
to get a proper job in the real 
world, when so MPs many have 
never had one themselves. 


( Jftb) agewell ] ^ 

Gentle Exercise for the over 60’s 
and less able of all ages 

Join one of our weekly sessions at various community venues. 

Sessions last one hour and cost £2 to participate 
Benefits of being active: 

Meet up with old friends and make new ones, makes your heart stronger, 
maintains and protects healthy bones improves mobility. 


Call now on 0121 289 3038, or email info@agewelluk.org.uk to find out where your 
nearest session is taking place. Our friendly team is waiting for your call. 

Brought to you by Agewell in partnership with Mytime Active. 


www.agewelluk.org.uk 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL- www.blind-deals.co.uk 



G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 


Variety of 


Head Stones 


& Kerb Sets 


F rom £ 599 me VAT 


Ogee Shape Design 


Prices Includes: 

_? 

• Choice of Designs j 
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• 150 Gold Letters Included ■ 
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• 2 Flower Containers 

■» J 

• Fully Fitted J 


• Black (All Polished) j 

- 

FACTORY SHOWROOM 

*1° 


Now moved to:- 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 


www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 







































20mph limit signs ignored 


I FOUND Nigel Hastilow’s column, in the 
Express & Star, Saturday 21st June, very 
interesting. 

Here in West Bromwich town centre we 
have had the new 20mph speed limit for just 
over a month. This involved our local coun¬ 
cil replacing all the existing 30 mph signs 
with new 20 mph signs. I live in a street 
with dog leg bends, but this does not stop 
rat runners speeding along at 40 plus, the 
unenforced 30 mph has simply become an 
unenforced 20 mph zone. Throughout town 
the only effect is to those unfortunate driv¬ 
ers who try to obey the signs, particularly at 
night, who are most likely perceived to be 


driving to slow for the road conditions. 

The new 20mph rule, law, bylaw, joins all 
the other unenforced rules, laws, bylaws? 

Like faulty vehicle lighting, the misuse 
of fog lights, my own pet hate, I’m tired 
of being dazzled when night driving, or to 
some extent mobile phone use. I am sure 
your readers can think of many more exam¬ 
ples. 

I believe all politicians, local or national, 
should stop making any new rules, laws or 
bylaws until they can show the general pub¬ 
lic that they are able to enforce the ones we 
already have. 

A HUNT, West Bromwich 


Oldbury 
is left out 
once more 

GOOD news for the resi¬ 
dents of Bearwood (Express 
& Star, June 20). 

There will be £2 million 
funding for the improve¬ 
ment of their town centre in 
the hope that it will increase 
footfall and entice shoppers 
into town. 

So Bearwood joins West 
Bromwich, Oldbury and 
other areas of Sandwell 
in the regeneration pro¬ 
gramme and the long suf¬ 
fering residents of Tipton 
still have a desolate town 
of mainly takeaways and 
empty shops. 

The increased footfall 
promised with the Owen 
Street tunnel didn’t materi¬ 
alise, the revamped railway 
station booking office is now 
part-time, the new police 
station office is rarely open 
to public, the area is so de¬ 
pressing. 

The people of Tipton de¬ 
serve better, so come on 
Sandwell Council let’s see 
some positive improvements 
to our once booming town. 

B R Whitehouse MBE 

Tipton 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST ir 
number number. The Editor reser 

E-MAIL 

Sandwell.chronicle@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

iclude name, address and telephone 
ves the right to condense letters. 


Customer disservice 
desks strike again 

HAS anybody else noticed just how difficult it is to find 
anybody in large companies or organisations who are pre¬ 
pared to admit to being responsible for anything they are 
being paid to do. 

The bigger the company/organisation is, the more dif¬ 
ficult it is to get to the person you need to talk to. Even 
when they have contacted you and you are trying to talk to 
them about their letter to you, you still cannot get through 
to them. 

The number you get is that of the call centre, customer 
services or helpdesk or to be more accurate the customer 
disservices or hinder desk. These people more often than 
not cannot answer questions you ask, only by asking you 
questions. 

They cannot or perhaps will not put you through to the 
person who wrote to you saying they cannot but offer no 
reason why they cannot do it. 

No, the time has come to get those responsible in these 
mega organisations to start accepting responsibility for 
what they are being paid to do. Stop hiding behind the 
help desk or whatever you choose to call this customer ob¬ 
struction and remember it is the customers that you will 
not speak to, who are paying your salaries. 

E J JOHNSON, Smethwick 


Bearwood 
is focus of 
spending 

IT was good to read the let¬ 
ter from R B Whitehouse 
MBE, that at last Sandwell 
Council is going to spend 
some money in Bearwood. 
It is something I have been 
campaigning about for a 
number of years. 

I was even misquoted 
by a Labour councillor 
who accused me of calling 
‘Bearwood residents as sec¬ 
ond class’, overlooking the 
preceding words ‘Sandwell 
Council were treating’. 

I have copies of both my 
letters and the councillors 
printed in either the Ex¬ 
press and Star or Sandwell 
Chronicle, should anybody 
wish to see them. 

I have raised the subject 
of improving facilities in 
Bearwood to benefit both 
shoppers and traders at, 
those soon to be cut, neigh¬ 
bourhood meetings - that is 
if Sandwell Council gets its 
way. Still, let’s congratulate 
Sandwell Council for at last 
listening to advice. 

E J Johnson 
Smethwick 

Wonga call 
on licence 

WONGA has been ordered 
to pay 45,000 customers 
nearly £60 each over letters 
from fake solicitors. This 
is a start but I just wonder 
if any criminal offence has 
been committed here. 

I do believe that finance 
companies need a credit 
consumer licence to operate. 
Given what has happened, 
surely somebody has the 
power to just revoke it? 

R W WHITE 
West Bromwich 



interia 


& Bathrooms 


Over 200 Kitchen Door Choices 



all mmm units 

CONTRACT 

£ 59.99 

MJL MALL MT© 

CONTRACT 

£ 45.99 


Massive choice of doors,worktops,tiles & appliances 
Free no obligation home design -Free 3D computer animation 


Discount Bathrooms From Stock 


BATH TO SHOWER 

WAS £3490.00 

OVER 50’S SPECIAL OFFER 

£1999.00 

FULLY INSTALLED 



Bring this ad for your 


LFF®® 

On all Kitchen & Bathroom Installations 


(smjl EEEfl \?m mm rail BQ 




•in 


• Windows 

• Composite Doors 

■ Porches 

■ Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door Repairs 

• Fascias / Guttering 
- Building Work 

■ Misted-up Units 


ALL INSTALLATIONS PROJECT 
MANAGED FROM START TO FINISH 


: Window Warehouse Ltd 


Established over 20 years 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP gr%, 

Website www.window-warehouse.com Email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 


INSPIRATIONAL Rp Insnired 

FIRES k FIREPLACES IllwJJ /11 014 . . • 

3 


Official stockists of 
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Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 

^ Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm f^aste/cani 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 
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MIDLAND UPVC WINDOWS 

AND DOORS LTD ‘Say 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

t UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 

A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£1499.00 fitted 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

Conservatory Sale 'Free Design service 
3x3 Edwardian 1 10 yr lnsurance back guarantee 
abqqq nn ,Hi 9 hSeourit y Locks 

fewwwwiww ■ Energy saving A Rated Windows and Doors 
Built and fully fitted ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 

FANTASTIC NEW UPVC DOOR RANGE 



We guarantee 
to beat any 
genuine quote 


From 


SPECIAL OFFER 
PVC DOOR 

£375 


Fitted 


Terms & Conditions apply 


CC 


all areas covered o 1384 234170/ oi 384 429152 midlanduDvc(ci)live.co.uk 

UNIT 26 THORNLEIGH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUDLEY DY2 8UB • — 

VISIT OUR website WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.LIK OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 


One in five 
homes are 
affordable 


FOUR out of every five properties on the 
market in the West Midlands are out of reach 
of the average working family looking to buy 
their first home, new figures reveal. 

Despite the Government’s Help to Buy scheme 
and record low interest rates, research by the home¬ 
lessness charity Shelter found 77 per cent of prop¬ 
erties on the market in the region are considered 
unaffordable. 


Even if people can save 
up for the deposit - around 
£26,000 on a £148,000 home 
- research said that many 
can’t afford the monthly re¬ 
payments. 

The charity looked at 
asking prices for thousands 
of properties for sale in the 
West Midlands on a given 
day and compared them 
with the mortgage that fam¬ 
ilies, couples and single peo¬ 
ple on average wages could 
afford as first time buyers. 

Out of 33,000 homes on 
the market across the re¬ 
gion, less than 7,500 were 
considered affordable. The 
research found less than one 
in five of the suitable homes 
on the market were afforda¬ 
ble for a typical family, even 
assuming that they were 
able to save an 18 per cent 
deposit - the average size 
deposit for a first-time buy. 

The situation is even 
worse for those hoping to 
buy with a smaller deposit. 

The charity found that 86 


[ Report by Simon 

per cent of homes for sale 
in the West Midlands are 
unaffordable for families 
with a 95 per cent loan, as 
higher monthly mortgage 
costs push even more homes 
out of reach. In areas like 
Wolverhampton, Dudley, 
Walsall and Sandwell the 
situation is better, with one 
in three homes considered 
affordable. 

But in neighbouring 
areas, such as Cannock 
Chase and Lichfield, and 
in Kidderminster, that fell 
to just one in six or one in 
seven. And South Stafford¬ 
shire, with its cosy villages 
in leafy country lanes, is a 
real blackspot with less that 
nine per cent of homes - one 
in 11 - considered affordable 
for the average family. 

Shelter is calling on the 
Government to commit to 
building more homes, in¬ 
cluding part rent-part buy 
homes, to get families out of 
rented accommodation. 


Joseph snoozes as 
rescue takes place 



Watch Commander Russ Gauden with baby Joseph, still 
fast asleep, despite having to be freed from the locked car 

A TINY baby stuck in the back seat of a locked car had to be 
freed by firefighters, and managed to stay blissfully asleep 
during the whole rescue. Three-week-old baby Joseph was 
completely unaware his mother Zoe Oliver dropped her car 
keys as she pulled out shopping from inside the vehicle he 
was in. 

He remained asleep despite his mother attempting to 
break a window and then calling fire crews, who managed 
to rescue him at 9.45am. 

The crew from Dudley arrived at the car in Turners 
Grove in Lower Gornal and broke a small passenger side 
window before using a tool to pick up the keys, which had 
fallen under a front seat. The baby was then reunited with 
his relieved mother, who Watch Commander Russ Gauden 
said was ‘absolutely thrilled’. 

Mr Gauden said: “His mother and grandmother had just 
come back from a shop and the keys were dropped in the 
car, which then auto locked when a door was shut. 

“Our concern was the rising temperature. When a car is 
stationary temperatures can increase by 20 per cent. 

“The woman was shook up, she had tried to open the car 
herself by breaking the glass. 



* 




ULTIMATE 

SECURITY 

GUARANTEE 

Rydale take security 
very seriously 
Guaranteed high 
security on all products 

Full details on request 


’ 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, 
PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS 
ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 

You can be sure you have 
made theyght decision! 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 

How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 

It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 29 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 29 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


Repair Service available 


Summer Sale 

NOWON 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 


Finance 
Available 

At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


Massive 

Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
July installation 


OPEN WEEKDAYS 9 AM T O 5.30 PM , S ATURDAY 9 AM TO 4 PM, SUNDAY CLOSED 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 









































Plank stupidity - van 
man has to fascia music 



Pic courtesy of @TrafficWMP. This white van, with its windscreen almost entirely obstructed, was pulled over in Aston 


THE dozy driver of this white 
van was stopped by police 
in Birmingham after driving 
with his windscreen almost 
completely obscured by doz¬ 
ens of plastic boards. 

Stunned officers pulled the driv¬ 
er over just after 8am on Friday 
morning as he negotiated busy 
rush-hour traffic in Aston. 

The shocking pictures show the 
windscreen almost totally covered with 
stacks of planks, described by officers 
as ‘plastic fascia boards’, strapped over 


the roof of the Vauxhall Combo van. 

West Midlands Police, who tweeted 
snaps of the van on their @Traf- 
ficWMP account, posted: “Meanwhile 
in Aston yet more proof that just like 
fossil fuels, the UK’s supply of com¬ 
mon sense is in short supply.” 

Cracked 

A picture of the inside of the van 
shows the driver could see virtually 
nothing out of the cracked and almost 
completely-obscured windscreen. 

Traffic WMP then tweeted: “The 
view or lack of, from inside the van, 
apart from the blindingly obvious 


it also had no insurance, seized and 
court.” 

Motorists have expressed their 
shock at the driver for ‘taking stupid¬ 
ity to a whole new level’. 

Adrian Loveday, 34, was passing 
when he saw police pull over the hap¬ 
less white van man. 

He said: “I was driving through 
Aston when I saw this chap get pulled 
over. At first I thought it was a joke, 
he couldn’t see a thing out of his wind¬ 
screen. 

“The officers were looking at the 
van in disbelief - it takes stupidity to a 
whole new level.” 
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Modern & Painless 
Dental Services you can trust 


Our friendly, professional and experienced 
team can give you back your healthy smile 


1 Complimentary consultation with 
our dental professional 
1 Mouth cancer screening 
' Cosmetic dentistry and smile makeovers 
1 Treatment of bleeding gums and tooth decay 
' Professional home teeth whitening 
1 Adult braces including invisible braces 

We a 


Interest 

Free 

Finance 

Available* 


Dental implants for missing 
teeth and loose dentures 
'Magic Wand' painless computerised injections 
Beautiful full and part dentures 
Stable fixed teeth 

Mercury free dentistry - white fillings 
All work is guaranteed 

work extremely hard to make your treatment painless! 

This is a promise we intend to keep. 



84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121 588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 

Cut out this offer and bring it along to claim 15% discount* ^ 


*Conditions apply 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 




The home improvement market is changing and the demand for more choice in colour and suitability of PVC-U doors and windows is growing. 
Fashionable additions such as orangeries are increasingly desirable, as more people look for ways to improve their home. 


Established since 1994, Tipton Windows & Conservatories Ltd, trading 
as Choices , believe that the latest trends are important, but quality 
products and exceptional service will always be paramount, which this 
family run business have proven over two decades. 

Situated on Sedgley Road West in Tipton, the founder and company 
Managing Director Nathan Beddows started the business from scratch 
at the early age of 19 working out of the very same premises as he does 
today, He explains his passion: 

“I cannot stress enough how much pride we take in every window, 
door, conservatory, orangery we manufacture and install.” 

With its roots in manufacturing, the business started more than 20 
years ago, and right from the very start an emphasis has been placed 
on supplying only the finest and most energy-efficient products, but still 
remaining affordable. 

“Our commitment extends beyond the manufacturing process to the 
design and installation of doors, windows, conservatories and other 
home improvement services,” explains Nathan. 

“For some customers we supply new windows and doors, for 
others we provide a complete home improvement service from building 
extensions and fitting kitchens, to designing and installing conservatories 
and more recently Orangeries,” says Nathan. 


One tremendously satisfied customer is Rick Houghton. Having being 
recommended to Choices Windows by colleagues at work he employed 
them to carry out extensive work at his home, he is keen to share his 
experiences and commend the team involved. 

“Every stage of the process was excellently planned and we received 
nothing but the best service from start to finish. The tradesmen were 
outstanding and we were so impressed that we handed over our keys 
and went on holiday whilst the work was being carried out.” 

Rick and his family were absolutely thrilled and utterly delighted with 
the results on their return. 

“We are so grateful to Nathan and his team for transforming our home 
into something we could only have dreamed of,” remarked Rick. 

Keen to keep ahead in the style stakes, Nathan is ever aware of the 
latest designs, materials and colours on offer, and strives to make these 
available to his customers. 

“Many people are now opting for stylish coloured PVC-U, influenced 
by timeless muted ‘National Trust’ tones. Sage green, gun metal grey and 
cream are all becoming very fashionable alongside the traditional clean 
bright white,” explains Nathan. 

Fitting new PVC-U windows can be a good choice for the environment 
as well as for your home. Replacing dated double glazing can help save 
money on heating bills and reduce the carbon footprint of a residence. 


“We offer A-rated energy-efficient windows and doors which can help 
save up to £250 from heating bills in the first year alone. They not only 
reflect heat back into the house, but also retain heat from solar gain,” 
remarks Nathan. 

“As a company we pride ourselves on giving old fashioned value for 
money and excellent service, we can undertake the majority of jobs and 
because we manufacture in house at our premises unlike the majority of 
our local competitors it enables us to have full control so we can manage 
your project from start to completion ensuring your experience is stress 
free”. 

“After many years in the Double glazing business we have seen a lot of 
competitors come and go, unfortunately leaving many customers without 
any warranty, after parting with their hard earned cash. Any customer who 
is considering having any home improvements should choose carefully 
and do their homework on the company they are considering, ensure if 
you part with money upfront it is protected by a Fensa approved deposit 
indemnity scheme, ask to visit previous customers but most importantly 
don’t be fooled by the salesmen’s tactics of a tempting “sign on the night 
low price offer” that the double glazing industry is notorious for “advises 
Nathan. 

The old sayings are always the best - after a low price is long forgotten, 
poor quality long remains”. 


To view the Choices website click onto www.choiceswindows.co.uk 
or call in and see our new refurbished showroom and factory on Sedgley 
Road West Tipton, DY4 8DQ. 





WINDOWS 


Telephone Ol 21 557 7228 

Showroom at: Sedgley Road West, Tipton OY4 8DQ 
Visit our website at www.choiceswindows.co.uk 
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Join a warm and friendly group near you today... 



MONDAY 

Oldbury Church On The Rock 
Warley Road 

5.30 pm And 7.30 pm 
Tel: Kerrie 07923 129816 
Oldbury (Lion Farm) St James 
C Of E Church Shelsey Ave 

7.30 pm 

Tel: Lorraine 07807 355812 
TUESDAY 

Oldbury Church On The Rock 
Warley Road 

9.30 am 

Tel: Kerrie 07923129816 
Oldbury Sainsburys 
Freeth Street 
6.00 pm And 7.15pm 

Tel Ann: 07815 643963 
Rowley Regis 

Rowley Regis Disability Centre 
26 Rowley Village 

5.30 pm And 7.30 pm 

Tel Kenton: 07982 408088 
Oldbury Warley Baptist Church 
5.30pm And 7.30pm 
Tel Jane: 0121 686 0706 
WEDNESDAY 
NEW CONSULTANT 
Oldbury The Salvastion Army 
Community Church 
Merton Close (Off Pound Road ) 

7.30 pm 

Tekjulie 07455 992143 
Tividale St Michaels Church 
Tividale Road 


slimmingworld.com 

0844 897 8000 [JQ 


5.00pm And 7.00pm 

Tel Kenton : 07982 408088+ 

Blackheath Blackheath Methodist 
Church High Street 

lO.OOAm, 12.00am, 3.30pm And 5.30 pm 

Tel Ann: 07815643963 
THURSDAY 

Dudley (Kates Hill) Kates Hill 
Primary School Peel street 
7.30pm 

Tel Kenton: 07982 408088 
Brandhall Kings Community Church Oak 
Tree Centre 
5.30pm And 7.30 pm 

Tel Dawn: 07859 010175 
FRIDAY 

NEW GROUP FROM 25 / 7/ 14 
Rowley Regis Rowley Regis Disability 
Centre 

26 Rowley Village 
9.30 am 

Tel Kenton : 07982 408088 
SATURDAY 

NEW GROUP FROM 05/7/14 
Oldbury Bleakhouse Library 
Bleakhouse Road 

9.30 am 

Tel Kerrie : 07923 129816 
Harbourne Harbourne Junior School 
Wentworth Rd (Off Station Rd) 

8.30 am And 10.30 am 

Tel Jane : 0121 686 0706 



know you’re amazing 


Dog sees 
off robbers 
at towpath 


A DOG walker was saved from a robbery 
when her pet labrador leapt to her defence 
and bit one of her attackers. 

The woman was walking her labrador along a ca¬ 
nal towpath in Tividale and as she approached the 
bridge on Britannia Street, two teenagers walked up 


to her and asked her for r 

The 42-year-old stated 
she had no money and one 
of the offenders grabbed 
hold of her. During the 
struggle the woman’s dog 
leapt to her defence and bit 
one of the suspects. The lab¬ 
rador’s actions allowed the 
lady to escape, having suf¬ 
fered minor injuries. 

The victim described the 
man as white, aged in his 
mid to late teens, five feet 10 
inches tall, of medium build 
with a chubby face. He was 
wearing a red cap, which he 
had on backwards. He was 
with a mixed race female, 
believed to be in her mid 
teens, five feet three inches 
tall, with brown plaited hair. 

The incident happened at 
8pm last Wednesday. 


[ by Adam Grinsell 

Detective sergeant Ed 
Trimbee said: “As part of 
our inquiry we are par¬ 
ticularly keen to speak to 
anyone who knows a man 
fitting this description who 
may have come home with 
an injured arm, or may even 
be wearing a bandage. 

“Does someone in your 
family have an injury they 
cannot explain, or is a friend 
sporting an injury that they 
are trying to hide? If so 
please get in touch with of¬ 
ficers.” 

Anyone with information 
is asked to contact Sandwell 
Police CID on 101 or Crime- 
stoppers on 0800 555 111. 


Stars who think they are 

WEST Midland actors Julie Walter and Martin Shaw have 
delved into their past for upcoming episodes of Who Do You 
Think You Are? Julie, aged 64, was born in St Chad’s Hos¬ 
pital in Edgbaston and grew up in Bishopton Road, Bear¬ 
wood, attending Holly Lodge Grammar School for Girls on 
Holly Lane in Smethwick. 

Shaw, who is 69, and who starred as Ray Doyle in the 
Professionals, attended Great Barr School and lived in Er- 
dington and Sutton Coldfield. 


Charity clocks up 50 
years with funday 



Endurance runner Blind Dave Heeley, aged 52, from 
West Bromwich who will be at the transport event 

A TRANSPORT charity is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
with a funday. 

Prolific fundraiser Blind Dave will attend the Commu¬ 
nity Transport event in Sandwell, as well as the mayor of 
the borough, Councillor Derek Rowley and ex-West Brom 
player Daryl Burgess. 

The charity helps vulnerable people access services with 
an 80-strong fleet of minibuses and vans. 

It has sites across the Black Country, including in Neth- 
erton, Bilston and Wednesfield. 

Its Great Bridge branch in Great Bridge Street, will host 
the anniversary on July 12 from 11am to 3pm. 

Activities will include face painting, a bouncy castle and 
a martial arts display by Tipton Tigers. 

Refreshments including Caribbean food will be on offer, 
while raffle prizes include hampers, £50 of vouchers and 
a signed West Brom shirt, football and tour of The Haw¬ 
thorns. 


Q, Search 


Associated with 


Express & Star STAR 


job, work, employment 


www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


Star Employment 


services 


Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 
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£l4m spent by NHS 

chiefs on agency staff 



Sandwell General Hospital, part of the wider NHS trust for Birmingham 


HOSPITALS in the West Mid¬ 
lands forked out £14 million 
on agency staff in a year due 
to a shortage of nurses and 
other workers to fill shifts. 

Figures show that the bill for 
agency workers for the five NHS 
Trusts covering the Black Coun¬ 
try and Staffordshire doubled in 
2013/2014. 

It was £6.3m in 
2012/13. 

Tens of thou¬ 
sands of shifts at 
hospitals around 
the region are 
being filled by 
agency workers 
and the latest 
figures include a 
nurse paid more 
than £1,400 for a 
12-hour bank hol¬ 
iday shift - nearly 
£120 an hour. 

Bosses blame 
increasing pa¬ 
tient numbers 
and staff sickness for the soaring 
spending which saw almost £6m 
shelled out by one trust alone. 

The figures have promoted MPs and 
officials across the region to call for ac¬ 
tion to ensure enough money is being 
spent on permanent workers. 

The Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust was the big¬ 
gest spender in the region, paying out 
£5,828,000 on agency nurses to cover 
more than 31,000 shifts. 

Staff sickness, an increase in pa¬ 
tients suffering from dementia and 
the growing population had all con¬ 
tributed to the need for agency staff, 
according to Colin Ovington, director 
of nursing at the trust, which includes 


Sandwell Hospital in West Bromwich. 
Mr Ovington said: “The size of the 
trust is one factor. We are all different 
sizes and serve different communities. 

“We are seeing a growth in patients 
who are suffering from dementia. 
They can be at high risk of falling or 
hurting themselves and we have to 
think how to look after these people. 

“Something that is growing in our 
hospitals is also the number of pa¬ 
tients who require one-to-one care.” 

He said there are also more routine 
reasons for using agency staff, such as 
staff illness. 

To combat the problem many hos¬ 
pitals have set up their own staffing 
bank, a pool of workers who are able 
to cover shifts when needed but don’t 
have any guarantee of work or the 


hours they would be needed and Mr 
Ovington said his trust was looking 
to increase the number of bank staff 
it used. He added: “It is great that we 
have staff who are willing to work in a 
flexible way.” 

Adrian Bailey, MP for West Brom¬ 
wich West, said the amount of money 
spent on agency staff at the trust 
would depend on patient flow. He said: 
“In certain cases, it may be a cheaper 
way than employing full-time staff, 
but on the surface it does seem like a 
lot of money that is being spent. 

“I expect financial managers will be 
looking into the cases. It’s about man¬ 
aging your nursing staff in a way that 
matches the needs of the hospital, and 
if you are having to employ expensive 
staff then that should be looked at.” 



Adrian Bailey 


35 %* 
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CALL NOW 

FREEPHONE 

0500 850086 
WEBSITE 

LMIO 




MIDLANDS 



ACT NOW 
DON'T MISS OUT 




10 YEAR GUARANTEE 
PIUS FREE 
SAND STAfillSER ON 
AU. DRIVEWAYS 




DOOR 

BARRELL 

CHANGES 

from 


Put your Trust in Steve..looking after Clients for 15 years 




\ 


Hill 


Victorian 1 
WINDOW & Edwardian 

PACKAGES Conservatories 

1VOW V AVAILABLE 

\ CATT NOW a 

AVAILABLE J 


GGF 


CALL NOW ON EMM] 
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WITH THIS ADVERT 


3 Factory Road, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 9AU 


WINDOWS & DOORS 



ON ALL 0R0ERS PLACED 
THIS WEEK 





i IN WITH THE NEW AT/* 

CLOTHES 


GET INSTANT 
CASH 




(HJCMk 


We Buy: Clothing, Shoes, Handbags, Bedding 

• No Work wear • No Dirty or Damaged Clothes 

We also take Washing Machines, Fridges and any other surplus appliances 


www.oberonrecycling.co.uk Email: info@oberonrecycling.co.uk 


1 275 Bristnall Hall Road, Oldbury B68 9NF Shop: 

(Queens Head, Opp Garage) 145 Lunt Road, Bilston, WV14 7AJ 
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A family group shot, with perhaps mature daughters and their older parents 


An undated wedding picture was among those discovered 


Joyce Onions, who rescued a set of letters, dated from 1914-1922, from a bonfire in 1978 



Perhaps one of the mystery 
authors, in naval uniform 



A photo included with 
letters dated 1914-1922 


Mystery over First world war 
love letters found on a bonfire 


THEY have been tucked 
away in a drawer for decades 
after being salvaged from the 
remains of a bonfire. 

But now great grandmother 
Joyce Onions is hoping to trace the 
relatives of a sailor who penned a 
series of letters to his wife in Wal¬ 
sall about his life at sea during the 
First World War and beyond. 

The 69-year-old found almost two 
dozen letters dating back to between 
1916 and 1922 when she went to view 
a house in Bentley Lane, Walsall, in 
1978. She retrieved the letters from 
the remains of a bonfire in the garden. 

They had been written by Royal 
Navy sailor Jack Southall to his wife. 

In them he described how he ex¬ 
plored cathedrals, caves and the mas¬ 
terpieces of Michelangelo as his voyage 
took him from country to country. 

Some of them had been sent from as 
far as Malta and several photographs 


Memory Lane 

by Lisa O’Brien 


found with the letters are also be¬ 
lieved to shown the sailor and his wife 
throughout their lives, as well as ba¬ 
bies and family gatherings. 

He starts many letters with ‘My own 
darling wife’ and signs off with the 
words ‘your own darling and ever lov¬ 
ing hubby, Jack’, and in some he lov¬ 
ingly tells his other half of the presents 
he has picked up for her on his travels. 

Great-grandmother-of-one Mrs On¬ 
ions, of Bradshaw Avenue, Darlaston, 
said: “ It would be lovely to find the 
relatives of the man who sent the let¬ 
ters so they can treasure them. They 
are quite historical. “I had sent the let¬ 
ters to the Imperial War Museum but 
they said they were not letters about 
the war and sent them back.” 

The letters do though offer an in¬ 


sight into the pressures the crew were 
under at the time as they battled harsh 
weather. He penned one saying he had 
been feeling ill and his temperature 
had rocketed to 38C(101F ). 

In one of his letters, he writes that 
any member of the crew with a cough 
or cold had to attend the sick bay for 
treatment or else face punishment. 

One of the pictures shows a service¬ 
man wearing a string of medals and 
has left Mrs Onions wondering if it 
could be the sailor. According to the 
honours and awards team working 
for the Royal Navy, it is believed the 
medals he is wearing in the black and 
white picture are the 1914-1915 Star, 
the British War Medal 1914-1920, Vic¬ 
tory Medal and the Royal Navy Long 
Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

The Victory Medal was issued to 
all those who received the 1914 Star 
or the 1914-15 Star, for service in the 
First World War, and to most of those 
who were awarded the British War 
Medal. The Long Service and Good 


Conduct Medal is given to those who 
have completed 15 years of reckonable 
service. Among the photos included in 
the letters are pictures of a married 
couple in their early 20s, twin babies 
and a family gathering by the seaside. 

In one of the letters, the sailor 
speaks of buying seven yards of silk 
lace from a convent for his wife. 

And a letter from 1921 shows he had 
also bought her another gift of a ca¬ 
nary on his travels. 

He talks about having to ration its 
daylight and makes references to try¬ 
ing to get the bird safely to Walsall. 

Mrs Onions said the letters were 
in a drawer for decades but admitted 
she was now anxious to find relatives 
of the sailor. The Royal Naval Associ¬ 
ation said they didn’t keep records of 
former Navy members. The National 
Archives had no record of Jack and the 
Ministry of Defence couldn’t search in 
their records without a date of birth. 

Anyone with information can call 
Mrs Onions on 0121 526 4062. 



A group of men and women are seen on a 
beach, presumably somewhere on Britain 



A very well-presented middle aged couple 
seen walking along a shop-lined street 



Do you have a child that is 2 years old or going to be 2 in the next few months? 

If so, do you know that you could be entitled to up to 15 hours FREE childcare per week? 


To find out if you are eligible, please contact Sandwell Family Information Service 

0121 569 4914 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 


Sandwel 

FamA/Inforrnaflon 


Sure Start 
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Jinny, born before the guns 
went off, enjoys herl 00th 


THE First World War was on the 
horizon when Bilston mother Jane 
Tonks was born, so of course in this 
centenary year of the start of the 
war she too is marking her 100th 
birthday. 

Mrs Tonks, known to everyone as 
Jinny, celebrated the milestone with 
a party at Harpers Villas Care Cen¬ 
tre, Willenhall. The centre arranged 
for entertainment which saw Mrs 
Tonks clapping and singing along to 
familiar tunes. 

Centre manager Annette Millard 
said: “The entertainer was singing 
lots of old songs from the war and 
Jinny absolutely loved it. 

“She really enjoys singing along 
whenever we have someone in who 
performs for us. 

“She was joined on the day by 20 
members of her family, from sisters 
to great-grandchildren.” 


Mrs Tonks is one of 13 children, 
and her sisters Doris Bennett and 
Lilian Harris attended her party, 
along with daughters Doris Bickley, 
Lilian Weaver, Florence Lander, 74, 
and son Joseph Tonks, 72. 

She was born in Bilston and lived 
there all her life until she moved 
into the care centre in 2009. 

She started working in a factory 
when she left school, and worked in 
shoe makers Edge’s for the majority 
of her working life. 

Mrs Millard added: “She married 
John, who died a years ago, and had 
four children. 

“It was so nice for so many of her 
family to come and see her. She loves 
having company, her son Joe comes 
to see her twice a week. 

“Her family are really important 
to her and she loves it when they 
visit,” added Mrs Mill ward. 



Jane “Jinny” Tonks celebrates her 100th birthday at a special party. She is seen with her 
children Doris Bickley, Joseph, Tonks, Lillian Weaver and Florence 


PCC’s cash pledge 
on Watch scheme 

MORE money is to be ploughed into Neighbourhood 
Watch schemes across Staffordshire as part of an initia¬ 
tive by Police and Crime Commissioner Matthew Ellis. 

Mr Ellis pledged extra investment from his budgets 
to reinvigorate and modernise Neighbourhood Watch in 
the county, and get a wider range of people involved. 
He has also announced an independent review of the 
scheme, which has more than 25,000 members across 
Staffordshire. 

“Volunteers play a critical part in helping to make our 
communities safe and make a massive contribution to 
society,” he said. “The aim of the review is to see how we 
can get more people involved, how we can make Neigh¬ 
bourhood Watch an even bigger force to be reckoned 
with and how we can realise the power of communities 
to help deter wrongdoing. 

It is not yet known how much cash will be earmarked 
for the schemes. The review, which will begin during the 
next fortnight, will work with volunteers in the county 
and look for the best practices for community engage¬ 
ment from around the world. 


Shortage of 
housing is 
‘bigger than 
Birmingham' 


THE shortage of housing in England is bigger 
than the total number of homes in Birming¬ 
ham, a Wolverhampton Labour MP has said. 

It comes as new figures show eight out of 10 prop¬ 
erties in the West Midlands are outside the price 
range typical working families can afford. 

Emma Reynolds, MP for Wolverhampton North East 
and shadow housing minister, said the country needed 
200,000 homes a year built ■ By Dan Wainwright 


by 2020. 

The West Midlands has an 
estimated annual demand 
of 20,800 homes according 
to figures obtained by the 
Labour party. That would 
mean 83,200 new homes 
were needed since 2010. 

But in the past four 
years between 8,500 and 
8,800 homes a year have 
been built, with the num¬ 
bers gradually increasing 
apart from over the past 
12 months when the figure 
climbed steeply to 10,030. 

Disconnect 

Miss Reynolds warned the 
housing shortage was part 
of a ‘growing disconnect be¬ 
tween our economy and the 
finances of working people 
as the dream of home own¬ 
ership slips away’. 

She said that broken 
down by region the figures 
showed the housing gap 
was now bigger than the 
total number of homes in 
the whole of Birmingham, 
which houses more than one 
million people. 

The figures show England 
has 526,810 homes fewer 
than is needed. 

In the West Midlands 
there have been 45,750 
fewer homes built than re¬ 


quired to meet demand. 

Miss Reynolds said: 
“These figures show the 
Government has failed to 
tackle the growing housing 
shortage which is central to 
the cost-of-living crisis. 

“It is shocking that the 
gap between the homes that 
have been built under this 
Government and those we 
need has risen to more than 
half a million homes, equiv¬ 
alent to a city the size of 
Birmingham, which houses 
more than one million peo¬ 
ple. 

“We need to build many 
more homes to keep up with 
demand. Owning a home is 
out of reach of many low 
and middle-income earners. 

The Department for Com¬ 
munities and Local Govern¬ 
ment said annual housing 
starts totalled 133,650 in the 
12 months to March 2014, 
up by 31 per cent compared 
with the year before and 
that annual housing com¬ 
pletions in England totalled 
112,630 in the 12 months to 
March 2014, an increase of 
four per cent compared with 
the previous 12 months. 


School defibrillator 
scheme welcomed 


PLANS to get a defibrillator in every school in the region 
could make the difference between life and death, accord¬ 
ing to West Midlands Ambulance Service bosses. 

The Department for Education has announced plans to 
allow schools to purchase defibrillators at a reduced cost in 
time for the start of the autumn term. 

Head of Community Response, Emma Wilkins, said: “For 
every parent in the region, there is nothing more important 
than keeping their children safe at school. There is no for¬ 
mal data on the number of deaths of pupils under the age 
of 18 in schools, but the Department of Health estimates 
around 88 children per year die of sudden cardiac arrest. 

“We know from the work that we do every day just how 
important such machines can be in saving lives. It would 
be great if every school in the region had a look at the 
scheme. Having a defibrillator in every school could make 
the difference between life or death for one of their pupils.” 


PAY NOTHING UNTIL NEXT YEAR • NO DEPOSIT • INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


the Summer sale 



DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


THIS SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 


Buy this weekend in the Cousins Summer Sale and take advantage of 
EXTRA DISCOUNTS OFF ALL SALE PRICES throughout all departments. 
Plus pay nothing until next year, no deposit, interest free. 

Hurry doors close Sunday 5pm! 



Contempo leather 3 seater sofa 

NORMAL £1649 SALE £1099 


Catarina extending white gloss table with 4 chairs 

NORMAL £1319 | SALE £499 


Silentnight Florence Supreme 
kingsize 4 drawer divan 

RMAL£8 


NOR 


£849 | SALE £599 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week pmcE 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm PR0MSE 


Our promise to you, 


BIRMINGHAM | DUDLEY | MANCHESTER 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


0 %, 


purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store concessions or web specials. Some items are subject to one per household and 
REPRESENTATIVE only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 20th July 2014. See website for Price Promise details. 
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Focus on 
Wednesbury 


MP in cons 
fear after 
service cut 


Cat owner in warning after 
missing kitten is drowned 


THE threat of rogue trad¬ 
ers, scams, dodgy salesmen 
and unsafe products is on 
the increase thanks to cuts 
to trading standards servic¬ 
es, it has been claimed. 

That is the warning 
from West Bromwich MP 
Tom Watson after large- 
scale Government cuts to 
Sandwell Council’s trading 
watchdog. 

Trading standards at the 
authority has had its budget 
cut by 37 per cent, and staff 
cut by 30 per cent in four 
years. Labour MP Mr Wat¬ 
son has now criticised the 
coalition Government, and 
backed a parliamentary mo¬ 
tion calling upon ministers 
to reviewconsumer protec¬ 
tion. 

Mr Watson said: “Trad¬ 
ing standards is a front-line 
service and the Government 
has a duty to maintain ade¬ 
quate consumer protection.” 

In the week before the 
start of the World Cup, 
more than 2,000 flawless 
fake England shirts were 
seized by trading standards 
in raids on two properties in 
Wednesbury. 

The MP’s concerns have 
been echoed by a national 
trading standards workforce 
survey. 

According to figures re¬ 
leased by the National 
Trading Standards board, 
by 2016 most trading stand¬ 
ards services in England 
and Wales will have been 
cut by an average of 40 per 
cent since 2010. 


A DEVASTATED woman is warning other pet 
owners to be vigilant after claiming her kitten 
was drowned and then dumped in the road to 
make it look like it had been hit by a car. 

Maxime Shakespeare appealed to friends, neigh¬ 
bours and the RSPCA for help when her 10-month 
old tabby kitten called Twinkle went missing from 
her home in Wednesbury on June 15. 


Three days later the an¬ 
imal charity phoned the 
estate agent to tell her 
Twinkle had been found, 
but was dead in a gutter 
more than a mile from her 
home. 

The RSPCA inspector also 
said he believed the kitten 
had died from drowning, 
before being dumped. There 
was no evidence of the cat 
being run over. Instead, she 
was discovered soaking wet. 

Miss Shakespeare, of 
Park Lane, said: “I’m totally 
devastated and don’t under¬ 
stand why anyone would do 
this to such a harmless an¬ 
imal. 

“Twinkle was such a gen¬ 
tle cat, I miss her very much. 
When the RSPCA called to 
say they’d found her I was 
over moon, but they quickly 
told me she had been found 
dead.” 

Miss Shakespeare already 
had 10 cats. She started 
with two, Sophie and Katie, 
13 years ago, but as an es¬ 
tate agent she picked up 
cats abandoned in homes. 

A year ago she picked up a 
cat from a home in Wednes¬ 
bury called Tinkerbell. The 
cat was pregnant and gave 



birth to a litter of five, which 
included Twinkle. 

Since the kitten’s death, 
Miss Shakespeare has put 
up extra fencing in her gar¬ 
den and warned other pet 
owners. 

She said: “Other people 
need to be warned there is 
someone out there who has 
done this. 

“I’d also encourage people 
to get their animals chipped, 
there are so many which are 
going missing at the mo¬ 
ment.” 

Nicola Walker, spokesman 
for RSPCA, said: “This sad 
incident has been reported 
to us and an inspector is 
looking in to it. We do at this 
stage believe the cat’s death 
could be suspicious and be¬ 
lieve that the cat could have 
been drowned and then the 
body taken to another loca¬ 
tion and dumped.” 

Last month, new figures 
showed there were 374 dogs 
and 1,477 cats which were 
registered missing from Bir¬ 
mingham, which includes 
most of Sandwell and Hale¬ 
sowen, by the Kennel Club 
since 2003. 



Maxime Shakespeare, with Twinkle’s mother, Tinkerbell, after the kitten was found dead, having been drowned 


Funding is 
on offer for 
businesses 

BUSINESSES in the Black 
Country are being urged to 
apply for a slice of £200mil- 
lion government funding. 

The latest round of cash 
handouts from the Re¬ 
gional Growth Fund is now 
open for applications. The 
scheme has already helped 
a large number of firms in 
the area. 

Companies have to com¬ 
plete an application form 
detailing how they would 
invest the cash - in the cur¬ 
rent process they have to 
ask for more than £lm. Trac 
Tooling received cash to en¬ 
able it to bring together its 
operations in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and Wednesbury into 
one business, alongside a 
£500,000 investment from 
the company itself. 

Businesses have until 
September 30 to sub¬ 
mit bids. To download a 
form, visit www.gov.uk/ 
government/publications/ 
regional-growth-fund-pro- 
ject-application-form 

Eighties play 
going on tour 

A DRAMA company will 
be touring their own play 
Black Country Blues, set 
in the 1980s, as part of the 
Black Country Festival. 

The troupe, Drama And 
Some, based at Great Bridge 
Library in Tipton, debuted 
the play in an empty shop 
unit in West Bromwich’s 
Queens Square in 2011. 

It will be held at venues 
in Walsall, West Bromwich, 
Smethwick, Wolverhampton 
and Tipton between July 12 
to 18. For details see www. 
dr amaandsome. com 



SupafittMotorists Cent: ? 


GaNFsieyeinowiomui1ffi1l5024287i0 


Laser, Wheel 
TTAIignmenffrom£20 


ERVICING FROM 
£ 49.95 


"sPECIM. 
OFFEB 

Uo% OFT 

f WITH THIS 
■ VOUCHER 


CAMBELTS, CLUTCHES, TYRES, EXHAUSTS, 
BRAKES, MOT REPAIRS 
Front Brake Pads fitted £39.95 
Exhausts fitted £35.95 
Clutches fitted £120 

Timing Belts fitted £110 
Diagnostics £20 

Tracking £20 




Prices all subject to VAT 


Member of 


Scheme (& 


www.supafitmotoristcentre.co.uk 

Unit 1 Bridge Street Industrial Estate, 
Bridge Street, Wednesbury WSIO OAW 



2/4 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, Fittings available on all appliances _ 
West Midlands WS10 7HF Free recycling on all products E 

Tel: 0121 505 6108 Special Order Required? Call us for cheapest quote 


Opening Hours: 

Mon - Sat 9am to 6.30pm 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 
Established over 20 years 









































Chocs away for new 
4D fun at Cadbury's 


WHO wouldn’t want to dive 
into a pot of melted choco¬ 
late? Or take a trip in a Creme 
Egg airship with the Caramel 
Bunny? 

Well now you can with Cadbury 
World’s latest attraction - a 4D 
cinema. 

It has been 18 months in the making 
and cost £2 million to build the Adven¬ 
ture Zone, but now it is open and is 
proving a real hit with the public. 

So what will chocolate lovers be 
greeted to when they arrive? As one of 
the first people to test it out, I was met 
by eight colourful characters, who lead 
visitors into a lift that plunges into the 
basement. 

The doors then open up into a room 
with a widescreen TV where families 
are invited to join in with an interac¬ 
tive memory game, before being led 
inside the 60-seat theatre, which in¬ 
cludes motion seats, surround -sound 
and a state of the art production. 

Interactive 

The staff hand out 3D glasses and 
tell everyone to ‘hold on tight’ before 
embarking on an adventure. 

The six-minute attraction takes you 
into the sky, flying over houses and 
factories across the Midlands before 
plunging to the ground, landing on a 
Crunchie rollercoaster on the way and 
crashing through bars of chocolate. 

At the end of the ride everyone is 
taken into a games room which fea¬ 
tures a number of interactive digital 
games, as well as an exciting feature 
where families can make their own bar 
of virtual 3D chocolate using ingredi¬ 
ents such as glow in the dark chocolate 
and fondant. 

The Bournville attraction, which 
has created eight new jobs, has been 
developed by Cadbury bosses in 
partnership with RMA Themed At¬ 
tractions. General manager Gerrard 
Baldwin has worked for the company 
for 25 years and said the project is one 
of the most exciting he has worked on. 



General manager Gerard Baldwin Visitors enjoy the 4D experience 



The Chocolate Adventure Crew Gerard Baldwin and Diane Mitchell 


“This attraction is completely differ¬ 
ent from anything we have had here 
before and it is by far the best that we 
have ever installed. You feel like you 
are on a rollercoaster and there are el¬ 
ements of thrill and excitement that I 
know all of the family will love. 

“This concept has been a long time 
coming and it is one of the most excit¬ 
ing projects I have been involved in.” 

Now one of the biggest confection¬ 


ary groups in the world employing 
2,000 people, Cadbury began life as a 
grocer’s shop in Birmingham’s fash¬ 
ionable Bull Street in 1824. 

John Cadbury sold cocoa and drink¬ 
ing chocolate from his shop for seven 
years before launching his own small- 
scale production and renting a small 
factory in the city. The Adventure 
Zone comes after a revamp of the site’s 
cafe in January. 
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Advertisement 


LEASOWES HIGH SCHOOL - ASPIRE AND ACHIEVE 


What do you really want from your child’s future secondary 
school? Excellent examination results will inevitably be high up 
your list along with a smart uniform, great facilities and a wealth 
of opportunities to inspire your child. You will want to know that 
your child is treated as an individual and that smaller class sizes 
ensure excellent relationships between staff and students. You 
will also want three reports per 
year and a clear” flightpath” for 
every subject to ensure that your 
child is making the progress you 
expect. You will want to feel assured 
that your child’s individual talents 
will be nurtured and developed by 
staff who care. A wide range of arts 
and sporting activities will also be 
a priority, supported by excellent 
facilities and resources. A thriving 
Duke of Edinburgh Award group, 
trips abroad and regular university 
visits might also be on your list. 

Leasowes High School in 
Halesowen prides itself on 
delivering all of the above and 


much, much more. 

“I am extremely pleased 
with my son’s schooling 
and I know that your 
staff are passionate 
about what they do. I tell 
anybody who will listen 
what a fantastic school it 
is.” Mrs D 2014 


The Leasowes approach places strong emphasis on the 
traditional values of respect, discipline and achievement. 
With only 150 places on offer to students for September 2015 
it is important that you make time to see what is on offer and 
make the right choice. We are a school with big ambitions 
and a growing reputation and our personalised approach is 


examination factory, 
caring only about our 
statistical successes. 

Leasowes is a happy and 
caring environment and 
this makes achievement 





appreciated by our students and parents alike. 

“All that our children have achieved is down to the great work 
all your staff have done. They are kind, caring, supportive and 
believe in what students are capable of achieving.” Mrs C 2014 

98% of our class of 2013 achieved 5 or more A*- C CGCSE or 
equivalent passes and we achieved our best ever mathematics 
results. We are also very proud of the fact that 67% of the year 
group achieved an English GCSE A*-C and delivered above 
national average progress. However, we are not merely an 


across a wealth of areas so much 
more exciting and rewarding. 

We understand that deciding on a 
secondary school for your child is 
one of the most difficult tasks any 
parent can undertake. Battling 
through statistics and admissions 
processes can be a bewildering 
experience that sometimes 
leaves parents feeling concerned, 
confused and powerless. We want 
you to know that Leasowes High 
School can help and we are eager 
to meet with you to discuss how we can help your child to 
ASPIRE AND ACHIEVE. 

You are very welcome to join us in the grounds of Dudley Castle 
on Saturday July 12th at 6.00pm to see Leasowes’ first ever 
open air performance of Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’. Witness the talent and ambition of our students and 
see for yourself what can be achieved when young people are 
encouraged to ASPIRE AND ACHIEVE. 


OPEN EVENTS 2014 - LEASOWES HIGH SCHOOL 



Open evening tours: 18.30 - 20.30 
Tuesday 16th September & Thursday 25th September 
Open morning tours: 9.00 - 10.45 
Wednesday 17th September, Thursday 18th September, 
Tuesday 23rd September & Wednesday 24th September 


Bus routes: 



































Funding 
hope to 
find solid 
rock base 


THE rock exhibition which 
highlighted Birmingham 
and the Black Country as 
the home of heavy metal 
is bidding for a permanent 
home. 

The Home of Metal show 
was based at the Birming¬ 
ham Museum and Art Gal¬ 
lery throughout the summer 
of 2011 and attracted more 
than 200,000 visitors. 

It is now looking to secure 
National Lottery funding to 
allow it to set up a perma¬ 
nent home and organisers 
are calling on the people of 
the West Midlands to get be¬ 
hind the cause. 

The exhibition was based 
at Birmingham’s Museum 
and Art Gallery but toured 
venues in the Black Coun¬ 
try, showcasing the impact 
Black Sabbath, Judas Priest 
and other legends had on 
the global music industry. 

It featured rare artefacts 
such as Judas Priest stage 
costumes and Black Sabbath 
star Tony Iommi’s guitar. 

The exhibition is one of 
six heritage projects compet¬ 
ing for a National Lottery 
grant in a public vote. 

It was launched by Tony 
Iommi and is said to have 
generated £2.7 million. 

Home of Metal is compet¬ 
ing against six other projects 
for the title of Best Heritage 
Project - Cotton Famine 
Park, Mary Rose Museum, 
Moments in Time, Museum 
of Liverpool, The Restora¬ 
tion of Hackney Empire and 
St George’s Market. 

To vote visit www.lottery- 
goodcauses.org.uk/project/ 
home-metal 


Wheel trim thief is 


jailed for 30 months 


A PROLIFIC thief who stole hun¬ 
dreds of wheel trims and sold 
them on eBay has been given a 
30-month jail term. 

Stuart Jones, of Victoria Road, Tip- 
ton, raked in around £3,000 from the 
haul of hundreds of wheel trims he 
pinched from cars in the Smethwick 
and Dudley areas, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told. 

The 36-year-old career criminal had al¬ 
ready been hit with an Asbo when he was 
involved in a high speed car chase with 
police on September 18 last year. Ms Sati 
Ruck, prosecuting, said officers searched 
his car and recovered 92 wheel trims, while 
a further 108 were found at his home. “Po¬ 
lice had received a high number of calls that 
morning from members of the public com¬ 
plaining that their wheel trims had been 
stolen,” said Ms Ruck. 

“He initially told officers he was in the 
business of buying and selling wheel trims 
and said he intended to sell them on eBay.” 
Police went to Jones’ address the following 
month and stopped him as he tried to pull 
off his drive in a Vauxhall Frontera, the 
court was told. 

He was arrested after a search of his car 
revealed a metal industrial radiator, which 
he was prohibited from carrying under the 
terms of his Asbo, as well as bolt cutters 
and tools. Ms Ruck added that between 
May and October, Jones had made £3,000 
profit by selling the stolen wheel trims on 
eBay. 

The court was told Jones had previously 
been convicted 51 times for theft, 18 times 
for burglary and 16 times for stealing cars. 

Miss Abigail Nixon, defending, said fa- 
ther-of-three Jones had embarked on a 
criminal career in order to support his 
family. Jones, of Victoria Road in Tipton, 
pleaded guilty to eight counts of theft from 
a motor vehicle and one count of going 
equipped for theft. He asked for 17 other 
offences to be taken into consideration. 
Judge Nicholas Webb described Jones as an 
‘inveterate thief before passing sentence. 


Parking fees plan blocked 



Swan Pool where a plan for £1 for seven hours parking was being considered 


PLANS to charge drivers to park at 
beauty spots and attractions in the 
Black Country have been scrapped 
- days after being unveiled. 


Sandwell Council’s leader has 
intervened to pull the plug on pro¬ 
posals to charge £1 at car parks for 
Sandwell Valley park and farm, 
Dartmouth Park, Forge Mill Farm 
and Swan Pool. 


The idea would have resulted in 
residents in surrounding streets 
being made to have a permit to 
park outside their own homes, amid 
concerns that drivers would try to 
avoid paying the fees and clog up 
the streets. The suggestion to end 
free parking is still on the agenda 
for a council meeting due today, but 
has been withdrawn. 


Advertisement Feature 


JOIN THE CARIBBEAN CARNIVAL 
AT NEW SQUARE 


New Square shopping centre in 
West Bromwich will celebrate its 
first birthday this week with a 
carnival themed party - and you're 
all invited! 


Taking place on Friday 11th and Saturday 
12th July the two-day extravaganza will 
include live music, dancing, family games, 
surf simulator, face painting, street food and 
even a limbo competition! 

Shoppers will be transported to the colourful 
Caribbean with performances from a live 
steel pan calypso band and the arrival of a 
Caribbean Food Shack - serving traditional 
street food such as Jerk Chicken and Curry 
Mutton - all served with rice and peas of 
course! 



On Friday and Saturday Limbo performers will 
demonstrate their amazing flexibility while 
encouraging people to have a go themselves. 
Those brave enough to give it a go and get 
down low will be given a memento from the 
celebrations. 


feathers and jewels - completing the carnival 
experience! 

New Square would like as many people as 
possible to get into the party spirit and is 
asking customers to take carnival themed 
selfies at the centre and post them on 
Facebook or Twitter using the hashtag 
#NewSquareselfie - the best picture will win 
a £100 worth of Outfit vouchers. 


By Saturday the party will be in full swing 
with the arrival of the Carnival Dancers! New 
Square will resemble Rio as the professional 
dancers perform a number of show stopping 
routines around the shopping centre. 

Also on Saturday there will be a range of 
fun activities for the family to enjoy, such as 
a surf simulator and juice bikes - you'll have 
to peddle hard to make your own Caribbean 
juice. Free face painting will also transform 
customers of all ages with bright colours, 


Centre Manager Steve Burr said: "Its been 
a fantastic year for New Square and so it's 
only fitting that we celebrate in style and 
thank everyone in West Bromwich who has 
contributed to its success." 


All activities are free and take place between 
llam-4pm. 

For more information visit: 

www.newsquarewestbromwich.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/ 

NewSquareWestBromwich 

Follow the celebrations via social media 

using the hashtag #NewSquareCarnival 


THE ORIGINAL FACTORY SHOP ONLY 



Town & Country Meats Factory Shop 

15-17 Landport Rd, Landport Ind. Est. 
Wolverhampton WV22QJ. 

Tel: 01902 457924 . 


THE ORIGINAL FACTORY SHOP ONLY 
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11th & 12th July; 11am - 4pm 


It's carnival time at New Square! 
Come and join in the fun to 
celebrate our 1st birthday. 


Feel the rhythm with our Rio carnival 
dancers and calypso steel drum band. 
Or, get a real taste for the Carribean 
by taking part in the limbo dancing 
challenge or testing your surfing skills 
with our surf simulator. 



newsquarewestbromwich.co.uk 

Visit our website for full list of activity 


PR I MARK nexc M PREZZO RIVER ISLAND 

© BANK Nandos ODEON OUTFIT ® 
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...a garage to service my car? 


...quality products to help me stop smoking? 




i 


BAKERS AUTOS 

MGTRGMAN 

ALL VEHICLE REPAIRS 

LATE AND EARLY ROVER SPARES 
Diagnostics & Key Fob Programming 
All service work, MOT and MOT work 
Recovery and ELV Wanted 

0121 708 0006 

797 Warwick Road, Tyseley, Birmingham B11 2EL 
robert-baker@btconnect.com 



STOP 

Smoking 


Quit Now! with one of the 
most successful stop smoking 
products on the market. 
Excellent quality products & 
customer service 28 day 
guarantee on all batteries 


7>y| 
BeforQ 
You Buy 



143b Fort Dunlop, Fort Parkway, Birmingham, B24 9FE 
Office 01216297736 mobile 07798832322 
www.exquisitevapeloungeltd.com 


...all types of fencing and slabbing? 


...experienced and professional builders? 



$ iDWELL 

SrF.ENCINGT S.UR RLIES 


5.4 4 

www.sandwellstoneandfencing.com 

WE SUPPLY OR FIT ALL TYPES OF 
FENCING & SLABBING 

40-45 Park Lane, Oldbury B69 4LP 



Federation of Master Builders 
for experienced, professional 
builders in the West Midlands 


vV/ 

su« v 

FMB 


The sign of 

lit!tiding qusldy 


Mercer House, 780a Hagley Road West, 

Oldbury,West Midlands B68 OPJ 

T: 01 21 421 2241 F:0I2I 423 2017 

E: fmbcentral@fmb.org.uk 


,.a company to replace my fascias, 
soffits and guttering? 


We specialise in installing 
fascias, soffits, uPVC guttering and cladding 

DAVIES & DAVIES 

ROOFLINE \ 

| A family run ( 
business with over 
10 years experience 
Best Materials Best Workmanship 10 Year Warranty 


www.davies-davies-roofhne.co.uk 
0121 557 9557 07980 896715 




...a reliable plumber? 

...a great deal on carpets? 

...care for my elderly relative? 


^ __ 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 




...a reliable mechanic to repair my car? 



. a company to make home improvements? 


Unit Q, Toll End Road, Great Bridge ^ on F ^ i - f . 
Industrial Estate, Tipton DY4 OHG Sat 10am-5pm 


Ne^taf 

M/aiioi? 



COTTAGE M 

GARAGE 

Unit 4 & 8 Brandon way Ind. Est., 

West Bromwich B70 9PW 

MOT TESTING STATION 
ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS AND 
SERVICES 

FULL DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES AVAILABLE 


Email: cottagegarage@yahoo.co.uk 

0121 525 4413 or 0121 5005513 



'Carpentry Work 
'Painting and 
Decorating 


• Laminate Flooring 

• Flat Pack Furniture 

• Home Improvements 

• Garden Maintenance 

NO JOBTOO SMALL 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Brian 07415 827093 


...all types of building materials? 



Suppliers of construction materials 

Bricks, blocks, sand, cement, gravel, timber 
plaster, roofing materials, electrical, 
gardening landscaping items, decorating, DIY 

• Central heating and plumbing materials 

• Gates, grilles fabricated 


- BUDGET 

FENCING & BUILDING SUPPLIES 


Providing Superior Nursing it Residential 
Care 24 Hours a Day 
Care Home for younger adults with complex 
nursing care needs & older adults 


See our video on website www.newburymanorhome.co.uk 


• Friendly, run, relaxed atmosphere 

• Experienced, caring staff are always required 

• Daily interactive activities & full social calendar 

• Fresh home cooked food smc 

• En-suite facilities in all bedrooms en-si 

• Respite & intermediate care ffoo/ws 


Newbury Lane, Oldbury B69 1HE 
Tel: 0121 532 1632 Fax: 0121 533 0727 
Email: newburymanor@btconnect.com 


SINGLE 
EN-SUITE 
ROOMS NOW 
AVAILABLE 


2 Parsonage Road, Oldbury B69 4PH 
0121 552 8004 Mobile: 07957 491938 

MJ 49 TAT BANK ROAD OLDBURY B69 
4NJ 0121544 4409 


To advertise on our next 
problem page call Sonu 
on 01902 319577 or 
Lisa on 01902 319590 
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OPEN 

7 PAYS A WEEK 


PRICE YOU SEE IS 
THE PRICE YOU 
PAY 


PRODUCTS TO 
TAKEAWAY TODAY 


FRIENDLY 

KNOWLEDGEABLE 

STAFF 




CAPE HILL -NEAR KFC 



3 Cape Hill Retail Centre, 

Cape Hill, Smethwick B66 4PH 


STORE OPEN 
Mon-Fri: 7.00am - 7.00pm 
Sat: 8am - 4pm 
Sun: 10am - 4pm 


Smile 


Plumbing 8* Heating Store 




* Should you find yourself with unwanted goods then you can return them within 28 days of purchase to your local store in an unused, 
saleable condition with all component parts and original packing. 

Whilst every care has been taken to ensure that the information included was accurate at the time of printing, we reserve the right to 
change specifications or prices at any time. We must also point out that images used are for illustration only. E&?OE. 
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USE YOUR LOFT! 



1V. 

Quote ^- 

Safety 
hand rail 
Unique 
to Bison 



Over 5,000 installations to date! 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

Q i E3 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 


Freephone 0800 389 1281 


For Your Advertisement Only In... 

Every Friday 

For the best bookings call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319191 



your fault? 

Your claim 


will be handled 

NO by friendly 

NO FEE specialist 

solicitors who 
are local to you. 


tyliddleton c Dummcr 


FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


Are You Ready? 


Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
you shall be saved. 

He says: Come to Me, all you who labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

(Matt.:ll:28) 

For more, Call: 07903 180985 or 07949 559924 
Visit: Forever Living Christ Ministries Int., 

11-13 Walsall Street, West Bromwich B70 7NX 
Email: services@flcm.org.uk www.flcm.org.uk 

Service: 11.00am Sundays 


Final joy for Janet to 
renew wedding vows 



Emotional Janet and husband Gethin The happy couple seen on their big 
Jones, renewed their wedding vows day at St Anne’s Church in Willenhall 



The couple seen at Compton Hospice, in Wolverhampton, after the ceremony 

size and don’t come back here again’. 


‘I SAID I wouldn’t cry. I didn’t 
want to upset all the people 
here, but in the end I couldn’t 
help myself,’ 

Janet Jones had plenty to shed 
a tear about as she renewed her 
vows on her 60 th wedding anni¬ 
versary, as she has just days to 
live. 

She need not have worried, as there 
was barely a dry eye in the room dur¬ 
ing the emotional service. 

Before the ceremony at Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Compton Hospice she 
spoke of her determination that she 
would live to renew her vows to hus¬ 
band Gethin. 

“They can keep knocking that door, 
but I said I am not going anywhere 
until I have seen our diamond wed¬ 
ding anniversary,” she said. The short 
ceremony was conducted by hospice 
chaplain Rev Elaine Anderton, and 
was attended by staff and close family 
members. “I now feel my life is com¬ 
plete,” Janet said afterwards. “If the 
good Lord will give me a little more 
time to tell everybody how much I love 
them, I would very much like that, but 
if not, I will thank him for the time he 
has given me with Gethin.” 

Janet, who is 79, lived at Thorns 
Road, Willenhall, until she was diag¬ 
nosed with terminal cancer earlier this 
year. The couple were married at St 
Anne’s Church in Willenhall on June 
26, 1954. 

Janet met her future husband at a 
dance at St Stephen’s Church in the 
town, and told how she fought off a 
rival for Gethin’s affections. There 
was another girl. Hazel, who had eyes 
for him,” she said. “I told her to stay 
away because I wanted him, but she 
said ‘We’ll see about that’. I went out 
of the room, and bought a large cus¬ 
tard pie. I asked Hazel if she liked 
custard pies, to which she replied ‘yes’. 

“Then I splattered the pie in her 
face and said ‘Well try that one for 


Later my Gethin told me I needn’t 
have worried because I was his light 
and shining star.” 

Janet, who with her husband’s help 
ran Janet’s baby clothing shop in Wil¬ 
lenhall, said Gethin, who is now 85, 


had always made her so happy. “He 
has always been so kind to me and 
has always looked after me. I’ve loved 
every second with Gethin.” 

After the service, Mr Jones said 
every moment of their life had been 
happy together and he had no regrets. 



GET 

CUSTOMERS 

MOVING 


ADVERTISE 


Advertisements in local newspapers and websites are the 
most popular way of keeping an eye on the property market 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 






































































Bera Mahli, Gamy Hayre, Hardip 
Sangha and Suky Sangha took over 
Red Cow in May 2010 in which time 
they have turned the business 
around from a rundown pub with 
a poor reputation into a successful 
friendly type pub with a fantastic 
atmosphere. 

They refurbished the pub and it now has two 
function halls at high standards with its Marble 
Suite holding up to 120 guests and the Platinum 
Suite holding up to 270 guests. 

Along with the refurb they have also introduced 
NEW HD multi TV screens, this includes the HD 
big screen for all the football and other sports so 


that every moment can be viewed from any point 
within the pub. 

The refurb more recently has brightened up the 
front appearance of the pub by planting flowers 
and other plants to become a environmentally 
friendly look and it also helps to give the High 
Street a greener, warmer look. 

The owners and staff at the Red Cow would like to 
thank all customers who have supported them over 
the years and also welcome new custom always, 
they have introduced a Indian food menu at very 
competitive prices and also serve refreshing drinks 
all day from 10am till 6pm at discounted prices. 
Recently introduced Real Ale to cater for the 
Real Ale drinkers. So why not pop in and enjoy the 
food, drink and atmpsophere. 




AUTHENTIC TRADITIONAL 
INDIAN FOOD BRITISH PUB 

296 HIGH STREET SMETHWICK WESTMIDLANDS B66 3NL 



KITCHEN OPEN FROM 4PM | 

CURB 

% 

1 E S 

Our curries are 


always cooked 

fresh 

Chicken curry 

£4.00 

Lamb curry 

£4.50 

Keema curry 

£400 


WATCH LIVE SPORTS 

ON OUR NEW HD 

MULTI SCREEN TVs 

& HD BIG SCREEN 

jyC 


<ff[eri , 

gpitebA' 

Try one of our mouth 
watering Mixed Grills 

Baby Cow' Mix Grill £8.00 
Red Cow' Mix Grill £11.00 

Big Cow' Mix Grill £14.00 

Tat Cow* Mix Grill £30.00 


ORDER HOTLINE 012) 558 0272 EAT IN OR TAKEAVAY 


DRINKS OFFERS 

£ 2.20 

FOR THE FOLLOWING DRINKS 

PINTS BOTTLES SPIRITS ** 

CARLING BUOW£££R VODKA 

STELLA PCRON RAjCARC* 

BITTER FILS BTUS 

GUINESS CORONA FGROUSE 

5TRONGBCKV BRFF7FR 

MLDiUJOi WKD 
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Can't hear 
Holby City? 

You don't have 
to go to hospital 


NHS hearing services 
now available at Specsavers 


To see whether you qualify call 0800 077 8659 
or visit specsavers.co.uk/hearing 


Specsavers 


Hearing Centres 


Eligibility dependent on age, where you li 

Hearing Centres. All rights reserved. 


red by Specsavers on behalf of the NHS. ©2014 Specsave 






Comfortable hotel ideally 
located approximately JO 
minute drive from Disneyland 
and a convenient drive into 
the centre of Paris. Plenty of 

Your Itinerary 

MON - Coach and cross channel ferry to our hotel 

TUE ■ After breakfast we depart from our hotel at 

10am for a fun tilled day in Disneyland and Walt 

Disney Studios, departs park at 10pm 

WED ■ Another Day at the Disney parks, Departs hotel 

9am and departs Disney at 9 pm 

THURS ■ Today we head off into Paris where you 

can have the opportunity to visit Sacre Coeur and 

Montmartre. See the Eiffel Tower or cruise the River 

Seine 

FRI; Return Home. | 


Coaches depart from your local West Midlands pick-up point 



( CORONATION STp 

Overnight dinner, bed & breakfast at a North 
West hotel plus visit to the fabulous Roman 
city of Chester 

Visit to the 
original home 
of the TV 
soap, walk the 
famous cobbles 
and visit the 
Rovers Return 



...LOTS MORE HOLIDAYS FROM JUST £49.95 

plus London Shows, Continental Tours & UK Seaside Breaks 

visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


i«. Saturdays 
30 *“9 «,13,20 Sep 
4 Oct 

>7i , s “ nda ys 

,7Ju Uio,17 Aus 

Coaches depart from 
your local West Midlands 
pick-up point 

|TraOelstyle 

Call for brochure 

0844 288 0830 


MONDAYS 

11 , 18,25 

^AIIGrJ 


FIREWOOD FOR SALE 

MIXED WOOD LOGS IN BUILDERS BAG 

£60 DELIVERED 

HALF LOADS AVAILABLE 



LAMBSWICK LOGS 

CALL TODAY on 

07505 030643 


Images show how new 
college campus will look 


THESE are the first pictures 
of how a revamped £8.5 mil¬ 
lion college campus will look. 

The images are artist’s im¬ 
pressions of the completed Bir¬ 
mingham Metropolitan College’s 
James Watt campus in Great Barr. 

Groundwork on the project has al¬ 
ready begun, to transform the current 
site at Aldridge Road into a sustaina¬ 
ble energy centre. Among the features 
of the building is a demonstration hy¬ 
drogen fuel cell - making it the first 
college in the country to have this 
technology on site. 

The new centre will be environmen- 
tally-friendly, creating heat and power 
through solar technology, and the 
campus will also feature ground and 
air-source heat pumps. 

Rainwater will be harvested to serve 
showers and toilets, while the shell of 
the building will be made airtight. 
John Starmer, Birmingham Metropol¬ 
itan College executive director of es¬ 
tates, described the finished building 
as ‘an excellent resource that will pro¬ 
vide students with industry standard 
facilities that are linked to employer 
needs’. He added: “It will be a true 
sustainable centre, where energy cre¬ 
ated will go back into the college’s core 
infrastructure to power the building.” 

The new building will house addi¬ 
tional classroom space that will allow 
the college to expand the number of 
places on offer to students in the fu¬ 
ture, increasing by up to 15 per cent. 
At the moment there are more than 
2,000 students using the site. 

It will support a wide range of in¬ 
dustries including utility trades, tele¬ 
coms, engineering, robotics, medical 
engineering, vocational science as well 
as health and social care. New courses 
will also teach students skills in 
emerging green industries with work 
on biomass boilers, solar PV and ther¬ 
mal power among those on offer. 



How the new Birmingham Metropolitan College, Great Barr campus will look 



A view of the stepped entrance to the ultra-modern designed building 


Schools’ hopes kicking off 


AS the World Cup gains momentum 
towards the latter stages, several 
schools will be keeping a close eye on 
the results. 

Sixteen schools in Sandwell have 
taken part in a sweepstake-style 
competition, with each selecting two 
teams. Organised by housing devel¬ 
oper Barratt Homes, the winning 
school will win a range of football 


equipment including goalposts, balls, 
cones and goalkeeper gloves. 

The choice of teams was drawn by 
West Bromwich Albion hero Richard 
Sneekes at The Lyng development 
in West Bromwich, using a tombola 
with numbered balls to represent each 
team. The footballer is also offering a 
session with the winning school follow¬ 
ing the World Cup final on July 13. 



Green Y 
Shoots 1 
Fund ) 

Express & Star 


GREEN SHOOTS FUND 


Local businesses can apply for a share of a £1.4 million 
fund of Government Regional Growth Fund (RGF) money. 

The fund, set up with the University of Wolverhampton, is 
offering grants worth up to £50,000 to small and medium 
sized businesses. 

FIND OUT MORE - CALL PROGRAMME MANAGER MARTIN NICHOLAS 
ON 01902 525884 OR EMAIL M A R T I N . N I C H 0 L A S @ W LV . A C . U K 


Supporting the growth of local small and medium businesses 


Express & Star 
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clearance 


everything 

must go! 

This weekend 
only! Ends 
Sunday! 


Our showroom in Wednesbury is about to under go a 
massive stock clearance. Now is your chance to grab a bargain! 






cheapest 
ever prices! 


take away 
without delay 


from 


... 

he'adboafds 


(or low cost delivery) 


first come 
l first served 


n 


W ! 1 ... 

bedroom unit! 

; t _ • * 


must end • 
SUnday 4.30pm! 


from 


wardrobes • chests • lockers • dressers • mirrors • beds • mattresses • headboards, plus much more 


Sale At Our Showroom Wednesbury 

Javelin Park, Hallens Drive, Tel: 0121 506 4290 

www.starplanbedrooms.com 


starola 
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SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


Caring Chris in place to 
put rights of staff first 


Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 



£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 


MANY STAFF in hospitals are 
members of a trade union 
or professional organisation 
and this is certainly true of 
Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust. 

With up to 13 different groups 
represented, it’s important for 
Trust managers to keep up to 
date with their collective feed¬ 
back. Chris Rickards has the task 
of liaising with both staff and the 
Trust. 

Chris, who lives in Oldbury, is the 
staff side convenor for SWBH. Her 
role is to take the views of all trade 
unions and professional organisations 
to decision makers in the Trust. 

To do this, she sits on the Trust 
Board, Clinical Leadership Executive, 
the Joint Consultative and Negotia¬ 
tion Committee and the Policies and 
Procedures Advisory Committee. A 
lady who likes to keep busy, Chris is 
also the Unison branch secretary, rep¬ 
resenting the interests of 2,500 mem¬ 
bers of trust staff. 

Daunting 


6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 


TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


*SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


One of seven siblings, Chris has 
been in the NHS for 28 years, start¬ 
ing her career as an evening domestic 
at City Hospital. Within the first six 
months, a staff dispute occurred and 
colleagues unanimously decided to 
nominate Chris as their NUPE union 
shop steward. So began her involve¬ 
ment in the union movement. 

Chris said: “Although I was sur¬ 
prised that people had such trust and 
confidence in me, I was happy to take 
on the daunting challenge. All through 
my life I’d believed in the rights of 
individuals, irrespective of who they 
were so the opportunity to help others 
based on my belief was very appeal¬ 
ing.” 

It’s fair to say that this decision 


NHS HEROES 

ONCE again we focus some of our 
time on the quiet heroes from a 
wide variety of backgrounds, doing 
a wide variety of jobs, in one of 
the Black Country’s largest NHS 
organisations - Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust. 

Last year, the trust saw a patient 
on a face-to-face basis one and 
a half million times and provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight: 

CHRIS RICKARDS 
Staff side convenor 



changed Chris’ life forever. Before 
long, Chris was elected as branch chair 
and later branch secretary, taking re¬ 
sponsibility for representing other 
teams within the hospital. 

Shortly afterwards, she was required 
to represent two members of staff who 
were victims of sexual discrimination. 
This broke new ground for Chris and 
the hospital and despite winning their 
case, she then sought the support of 
a counsellor to deal with its ramifica¬ 
tions. This experience prompted Chris 
to become a qualified counsellor her¬ 
self and she embarked on a seven-year 
degree course. Despite having little 
formal education and losing her hus¬ 
band near to the end of her studies, 
Chris overcame the odds to complete 
her BACC qualification in 1997. 

Chris commented: “Often, employ¬ 
ees come to me for a chat, rather than 
wanting to make a formal complaint 
and learning about counselling has 
equipped me with better interpersonal 
skills to improve the support I can 
offer staff on a daily basis.” 

When the role of staff side convenor 


for the new Trust became available 
in 2009, Chris was the obvious choice 
to represent all staff unions and pro¬ 
fessional organisations and was duly 
elected. 

She has since relished the opportu¬ 
nity to deal with staff representation 
on a full time basis and says of the 
convenor role: “Every day is different, 
there is no script and you never know 
exactly what is going to come through 
the door. 

“The job comes with a variety of 
challenges and it’s in resolving the 
challenges that lie the greatest re¬ 
wards. My single aim is to help staff 
get closure and move on from the is¬ 
sues they experience. They are all my 
heroes.” 

Away from work, Chris enjoys walk¬ 
ing and looking after her menagerie 
of 50 animals including dogs, chick¬ 
ens, ducks, geckos, rabbits, lizards, 
a guinea pig and even a tortoise. She 
also lives with daughter Caroline, her 
husband David and grandson Elijah. 
Her son Trevor also lives locally with 
grandson Dylan. 
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Lost money 

on your investment? ^ 


fee 



AS SEEN 
ON"^ 


William Thornley 

from Bolton 
got back 

£21,400 

from Halifax 


°avid Mitchell 

from Dumbarton 
got back 

£ 14,400 

from Lloyds 


Sandra Hall 

from Glossop 
got back 

£23,000 

from HSBC 


Was your investment sold to you by Barclays, Halifax, HSBC, Lloyds, 
RBS, NatWest, Santander or any other bank or financial adviser? 

Investments such as ISA's, Unit Trusts and Investment Bonds can be very risky. 

If you've lost money and the risks were not properly explained, you could be 
due thousands in compensation even if you no longer have the investment. 

Call our Claims Experts for a FREE assessment to see how much you may be owed. 

www.good wi n ba r rett.co. u k 


rr 01213 928 228 

- lag vviii w^i « w vv 

M 1 BECAUSE YOUR MONEY MATTERS 

NO UPFRONT FEES • EXPERT CLAIMS ADVISERS 

• SIMPLE HASSLE FREE PROCESS • SECURE • FAST 


Goodwin Barrett is a trading name of Credit Claims Ltd which is regulated by the Claims Management Regulator in respect of regulated claims management activities, authorisation number CRM 15945; 
its registration is recorded on the website www.claimsregulation.gov.uk 
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IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

and simply click the FreeAds icon o 


NO INTERNET ACCESS? PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW 

(ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 

© Please note, if you wish to book an ad by phone, post or in person, M 

there will be a standard charge of £3.00 per advert. B 


Postcode: 


_Tel No:_ 


I enclose cheque/P.O. £.made payable to ‘MNA Ltd’. 

Please send to: ClassifiedAds, Express & Star, 51-53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES. 


‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and a 


i limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a 
good news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs local news 
stories for your local paper for you the 
local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 





BAR & INDIAN RESTAURANT 

^UtyptuOUS, ^<nrdr 
Winning food served 
in coiyforfaUe. 
conteivfponury setting 


i ay some of the best Indlar 

food tn the region in our 

- 




Brend new k 

l ^TE£i , ..itJr 

r and value. 


Perfect \1dh4teVer 
the occasion 


Telephone 0121 5688001 

248 Walsall Road, Darlaston, 
West Midlands. WS10 9SN 


.jcnoicc 
•real ales 

and win* 1 

jjThe region’s first and bestf 
indoor ba rbec ue — 

152 Roebuck Street, West Bromwich B70 6RD 


Justin to bare all for rock calendar 


Rockers baring all for charity: Ste Gough 

GLAM rock star Justin Hawkins has 
agreed to strip naked for a charity cal¬ 
endar organised by two Walsall neigh¬ 
bours. 

Lucy Onions and Sarah Burke have 
persuaded The Darkness frontman to 
pose naked - with only his guitar to 
preserve his modesty - as part of a 2015 
calendar they are producing to to raise 
money for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
The calendar, entitled Instrumental 
Covers 2015, features a different rock 
group or performer for each month of 
the year, all naked apart from their 
strategically placed instrument. 

Sarah, a 40-year-old mother-of-one 
from Monmouth Road in Bentley, 
said she and her next-door neighbour 
Lucy - a 35-year-old music photogra¬ 
pher - hit upon the idea after the ‘no 
make-up selfie week’ in March raised 
£8 million for Cancer Research UK. 


and Craig Horobin of My Great Affliction, 

“We saw some of the banter from some 
of the men, and thought why don’t 
they have their pictures taken naked 
to raise money for Macmillan Cancer,” 
she said. 

“We’re both passionate about pho¬ 
tography, and we know quite a lot of 
local bands, so we thought we would 
see what we could do. We also sent a 
lot of messages on Twitter to famous 
rock stars. We didn’t expect much, but 
Justin Hawkins was the one who got 
back. Now that’s worth the price of the 
calendar alone.” 

“We have already got photos of 
Stourbridge based WEAK13 and Great 
Torrington locals, The Dead Betas,” 
added Sarah. She and Lucy said they 
had set an initial target of raising £4- 
5,000. The calendar will officially be 
launched at a gig at the Robin on De¬ 
cember 7. 


will feature for the month of March 


Justin Hawkins of the Darkness 


www.sukis.co.uk 


Telephone 0121 553 2866 


theticket 


The 


Place To 

ADVERTIS 

lj r Venue 


Yo 

To get the star treatment call one of our helpful advisors on 

Ol 002 310101 












































New pledge over day release 
prisoners is welcomed by MR 


A PLEDGE from the Minister of State for 
Prisons on inmates who have previously 
absconded from jail has been welcomed 
by an MP. 

South Staffordshire MP Gavin Williamson 
raised concerns with Jeremy Wright MP about 
he lax regulations governing the release on tem¬ 
porary license (ROTL) system. 

The Conservative MP sought assurances from the 
Ministry for Justice (MoJ) that tough checks would 
be put in place to ensure that prisoners on temporary 
release do not pose a threat to local residents. 


He was also asked for assurances that inmates who 
had previously absconded are not allowed out on re¬ 
lease again. 

Mr Williamson has previously raised concern over 
prisoners released from HMP Oakwood, HMP Feath- 
erstone and HMP Brinsford roaming around nearby 
residential streets asking for directions. 

In a letter to Mr Williamson, the Minister of State 
for Prisons, declared that these measures have now 
been brought forward and are being implemented with 
immediate effect. 

He said: “Aspects of the plans announced in March 
have been brought forward so that they begin to take 


effect immediately, particularly with more serious of¬ 
fenders, and to ensure no offender is released in the 
absence of a clear legitimate purpose linked to their 
resettlement. 

“With immediate effect, prisoners will no longer 
be transferred to open conditions or allowed out on 
temporary release if they have previously absconded 
from prison. 

Earlier this year, the Government announced a 
package of measures to improve the ‘consistency, risk 
assessment and monitoring’ of release on temporary 
license. 


Marston’s heads the UK 
market on bottled ales 

THE premium bottled ale market is on course to reach £1 billion a 
year by 2020, according to a new report from Wolverhampton-based 
Marston’s. 

The brewery group has just issued its latest premium bottled ale 
report which found sales grew by £90 million in the last year to £420m. 

Marston’s own sales were up 15 per cent. It now heads the UK mar¬ 
ket with an 18 per cent share ahead of Greene King in second place 
with 16 per cent. 

Its biggest seller is 5.2 per cent strength Hobgoblin from its Wych- 
wood Brewery in Oxfordshire, which had 5.1 per cent of the total bot¬ 
tled ale sales in 2013-2014. 

Marston’s Pedigree from its Burton upon Trent brewery was 15th 
with 1.5 per cent, although sales were down 17 per cent, and Marston’s 
Old Empire 20th with 1.2 per cent. The leading bottled ale with 6.5 
per cent was Morland’s Old Speckled Hen. 

Marston’s senior category manager Paul Warren said: “The ongoing 
trend is away from high volume and generic beer brands towards those 
with quality, taste and provenance.” 
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‘Unsightly’ 4ft grass 
verging on unsafe 



Councillors Ian Angus and Daniel Warren are 
calling on the Highways Agency to cut the grass 

GRASS has grown to 4ft high on the verges off motorway 
slip roads, councillors have said. 

Wolverhampton councillors Ian Angus and Daniel War¬ 
ren have called on the Highways Agency to cut back the 
‘unsightly’ grass. They are concerned for the safety of driv¬ 
ers using the slip roads at Junction 2 of the M54 on the 
border between Bushbury and South Staffordshire. 

The site is close to where £36.7 million is being spent 
creating the slip roads that will lead to the i54 business 
park and Jaguar Land Rover’s new £500m engine plant. 
Bushbury North’s Councillor Warren said: “The verges 
have grown up to 4ft high in places and not only look an 
eyesore on a main entrance to the city but cause visibility 
issues.” 

Highways Agency spokesman Samantha Harris said: 
“The warm and wet weather conditions experienced over 
the past few weeks has caused an increase in the growth.” 

She said it was due to be cut back this week. 

Sister found her 
caretaker brother 
hanged at home 

A UNIVERSITY caretaker was found dead at home by his 
sister after he failed to turn up for work, an inquest heard. 

Nicholas Ratcliffe, who worked at the University of Wol¬ 
verhampton, was found hanged at his home, in Cannock 
Road, Fallings Park, on November 20 last year. 

His sister Carol said they planned to sell a second family 
home as her brother was worried about mortgage costs. 
She said he had been unwell and affected by the deaths of 
their parents. 

“He fractured his hip in 2012 and was off work for four 
or five months,” Miss Ratcliffe said. 

She said they had a ‘silly’ argument about the cat the 
night before she found him and that she blamed herself. 
She said he had been abused as a child and the family be¬ 
lieved this was the root cause of his problems in adulthood. 

She was unaware of an anonymous phone call made to 
the coroner’s office that the single man, who had a previous 
history of mental health issues, had been bullied at work. 

The Black Country Coroner Robin Balmain told the 
Smethwick hearing that inquiries were carried out at the 
university, but no complaints of bullying had been reported 
regarding him. 

A post mortem report gave the main cause of death as 
strangulation by hanging. He also had 79 milligrammes of 
alcohol in his system. 

Mr Balmain recorded that Mr Ratcliffe, aged 54, hanged 
himself having consumed a modest amount of alcohol. He 
told Miss Ratcliffe: “You mustn’t blame yourself. ” 



We have many dogs desperate for new homes. 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. 

www.birminghamdogshome:org.uk 


If you cannot reho 

10 New Bart 


mey 

rthpl 


on can help us 

lomew Street 


Wlthdc 

•Birmi 


donations 


T 


sponsorship 

irmingham B5 5QS 


WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home• Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

Please call 

0121 643 5211 
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"Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 
details below or book online at www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
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Singers put heat 
into beach party 


Review 


Baddies’ Boogie, Beach Party, 
Newhampton Arts Centre 

THE Newhampton Arts Centre, Wol¬ 
verhampton proved again to be a hot¬ 
bed of local talent with the third Bad¬ 
dies’ Boogie acoustic night. 

Opening with all the confidence of 
a pro was Wolverhampton’s Megan 
Reece. 

Reece, aged 27, owns a beauty salon 
on top of which she finds time for a 
singing career. 

Reece looks great on stage and has 
a powerful voice full of soul. She is a 
singer who could put many who have 
found fame to shame and she does it 
with the simple and solid accompani¬ 
ment of Chris Nicholls on guitar. 

Next up was one of the Black Coun¬ 
try’s more enigmatic performers, 
Wolverhampton’s Timothy Parkes. 
He tentatively describes himself as 
an angry folk singer. But there is true 
passion and honest emotion in his 
songs. 

Hari Krishna 

Parkes is an impressive guitarist 
too. His clever song writing include 
topics such as Hari Krishna, his ex- 
wife, parents, belly dancers, holes and 
“stuff”. Singer Sophie Watts from 
Stourbridge and guitarist Jack Cleaver 
brought their take on Teenage Dirt- 
bag to the show. Watts was one of 
the standout voices of the night. Her 
singing was, clear, tuneful and with 
refreshing individuality. 

With her songwriting talents they 
can only go on to better things. 

Daniel Beckett, another Stourbridge 
musician, brought his bluesy, rocka¬ 
billy sound to the stage and launched 
into his set with real enthusiasm 
sounding not unlike Seasick Steve as 
he stomped around the stage. 


KJ 


Megan Reece 



[_ 


Daniel Beckett 

From his opener, Is The Grass 
Greener...,he never stopped for breath. 

Without doubt Beckett has a good 
voice, which at times sounds a little 
like John Lydon in his PIL days, but 
his real strength lies in his guitar play¬ 
ing. Shannon Wheatley, from Dudley, 
appears to be becoming a regular at 
these Baddies’ Boogie nights. She has 
a really distinctive voice. 

Wheatley portrays a sense of shy¬ 
ness on stage and possesses a real raw 
freshness with her own compositions. 

She shows her versatility too in cov- 



Sophie Watts 

ering tracks such as Radioactive by 
Imagine Dragons and The One That 
Got Away by Katy Perry. 

Philip Madeley, from Birmingham, 
took the night out opening his set 
with a strong and throbbing blues 
beat. Madeley’s skill with a guitar is 
evident from the moment he started 
strumming for the cover of The 
White Stripes’ Dead Leaves and Dirty 
Ground. Baddies Boogie is back at the 
arts centre on July 4, starting 7.30pm. 
Entry £5. Danny Farragher 
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New NHS Patients & T> 

Children welcome - 

• Same day appointments 
• Crowns and veneers 
• Tooth whitening 

RESTORING YOUR SMILE AND CONFIDENCE 
10 Church Square, Oldbury B69 4DX 
Telephone 0121 552 1892/0121 544 6789 

www.oldburydentist.co.uk 


DON'T LEAVE HOME 


WITHOUT I T 


No matter where you are in the world this summer you can get Britain’s biggest 
regional newspaper by signing up for an online digital subscription. You can 
now read your favourite paper via iPad, iPhone, Android, Kindle Fire and 
desktop. Digital subscribers get the latest edition within minutes of publication. 
If you trial the service on a digital device, you even get 14 days for FREE. 


L AppStore 


FIND OUT MORE AT 


WWW. EX_ P RESSANDSTAR.COM/DIGI TAL- ED I T I 0 NS [ 


'Digital subscription £4.99, compared with monthly direct debit print subscription £13.00. 
Total annual saving £96.12. 


Express & Star 
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Scheme to restore park’s 
memorial needs support 


A GROUP wants to return a war 
memorial in a Dudley park back 
to its former glory. The Friends of 
Buffery Park in Dudley are putting 
together a funding bid for work to 
be carried out on the memorial in 
Grazebrook Park. 

But as part of the project they 
need to know more about the history 
of both the memorial and the site. 

Members are asking local peo¬ 
ple to come forward with pictures 
of the memorial from the past and 
are looking for accounts of what the 
park was like in decades gone by. 

People who had relatives in the 
area who died in the First World 
War are also being asked to come 
forward. The group wants to build a 
wall around the memorial to honour 
those who lost their lives in war. 

Group chairman Steve Briscoe 
said: “Unfortunately the history 


of Grazebrook Park is very patchy. 
There are no known pictures of what 
the park looked like in the 1930s and 
1940s and we really want to fill in 
these gaps for the bid. 

“We would urge anyone with any 
photos or information on the park 
to get in touch with us.” People can 
e-mail Bufferypark@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 07582 318472. 

Mr Briscoe said they were looking 
at securing funding from the Herit¬ 
age Lottery Fund but were also look¬ 
ing at other sources of funding. 

“Grazebrook Park is a hidden 
treasure and is a symbol of the great 
industrial power the Grazebrook 
family once had in the area. They 
owned mines and steel works built 
around the Black Country,” added 
Mr Briscoe. The memorial was built 
in honour of CA Grazebrook, who 
died in he First World War. 



Chairman of the Friends of Buffery Park Group, Stephen Briscoe, seen next to the memorial 


Social workers face 
a struggle to cope 

SOCIAL workers are struggling to keep up with de¬ 
mand, according a report that has prompted a call for 
extra funding. Trade union Unison says there must be 
more cash put into child protection and mental health 
services for vulnerable children. 

A report from the Centre for Social Justice says that 
children are suffering and are unprotected. Nationally 
councils have cut spending on staff in children’s social 
services by £147 million over the last two years, as Gov¬ 
ernment slashed more than £5 billion from the grants it 
made to local councils. 

Tony Rabaiotti, West Midlands regional manager for 
Unison, said: “We know that social workers live with a 
daily struggle to deal with the sheer volume of work pro¬ 
tecting and supporting children.Budget cuts have led to 
social work shortages and to a focus on crisis manage¬ 
ment rather than early intervention. Welfare cuts, and 
rising child poverty mean more and more children need 
help. Social workers are under constant pressure to close 
cases and to find the cheapest placement options, rather 
than what would be the best for the child.” 


Trader sent 
to prison 
for selling 
fake DVDs 


A TRADER who pocketed more than £300,000 
by selling counterfeit DVDs to unsuspecting 
customers over the internet has been jailed. 

Simon Newby, who was director at Sinew Enterprises 
Ltd, has begun a 16-month prison sentence. 

His younger stepbrother Thomas Fellows, of Bilston, 
who was secretary at the company in Dudley Road, Brier- 
ley Hill, was given a 12-month community order. 


Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard last week that 
between October 2008 and 
April 2010 PayPal payments 
of $404,620 (£242,055) had 
been made to a website op¬ 
erated by the firm. 

A further £62,000 had 
been made from customers 
using credit cards between 
April and November 2010. 

Newby, 32, of Bickon 
Drive, Quarry Bank, 
pleaded guilty to 28 offences 
under the Trademarks Act 
at a previous hearing. 

Raids were carried out by 
Dudley Trading Standards 
at his business premises and 
home. 

Miss Sally Cairns, prose¬ 
cuting, told the court that 
Newby had originally set up 
a legitimate business sell¬ 
ing car cleaning chemicals. 
“However the profits from 
selling the DVDs became so 
great they overtook he legit¬ 
imate business,” she said. 

“During the raids burning 
towers, computers, printers 
and 1,800 counterfeit DVDs 
were seized.” 

Newby had used false 
names when setting up web¬ 
sites and accounts, which he 
claimed was done to stop 
junk mail. 

Mr Brett Wilson, defend¬ 
ing Newby, said: “He had 


by Lee Watton 

seen these programmes 
and films online and had 
believed they were in the 
public domain so started 
putting them on DVD and 
selling them.” 

Newby admitted seven 
counts of applying a sign 
identical to a registered 
trademark and a further 
seven counts of selling items 
with a sign which could be 
mistaken for a registered 
trademark. The remaining 
14 counts were possession of 
goods with a sign identical 
to a registered trademark. 

Fellows, aged 28, of Lox- 
dale Sidings, was found 
guilty after a trial of five 
counts of applying a sign 
identical to a registered 
trademark and a further 
five of offering for sale goods 
with a sign identical to a 
registered trademark. 

The court was told he had 
played only a minor role 
in the operation as an em¬ 
ployee. 

Miss Sonal Dashani, de¬ 
fending, said her client had 
only played a minor role in 
the operation. 

He was sentenced to a 
12-month community order 
and to carry out 150 hours 
unpaid work. 


Thousands will flock 
to scarecrow festival 


HEROES and villains of the screen will be the theme of a 
village’s 18th scarecrow festival. 

Preparations are already under way for this year’s event 
at Belbroughton, near Stourbridge, on September 27 and 
28. People from the village make scarecrows decorated to 
reflect a theme, then displayed outside their homes. 

Festival chairman Ian Pemberton said £10,000 had been 
set aside for entertainments alone at this year’s festival, 
which will this year include a classic car rally, a motorcycle 
stunt display, a model railway display and animals from 
West Midlands Safari Park. 

Around 100 scarecrows were on display at last year’s 
event, which attracted 16,000 sightseers, and raised 
£36,000 for good causes. This year, for the first time, peo¬ 
ple from outside the village are invited to bring along their 
own scarecrows, which will be judged in a special category. 



Minibus 


Supporting Local Communities 

CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 



Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 


CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 


www.communitytransport.org 
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starirextraTRAVEL 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 


For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 



London Eye and 
Thames River Cruise 


Two days departing 

Aug 30, Sept 27,Oct 25, Nov 22, Dec 13 



PRICE FROM 


£ 149. 95 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation at a 4 star outer 
London hotel 

•Flight on the London Eye 
•Cruise on the River Thames 
•Free time in London 

•Services of a coach driver/ tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availably - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Short Breaks (ABTA Y5914) 


Emmerdale and the Yorkshire 
Best of Yorkshire Cruise and Steam 


Three days departing September 19 



PRICE FROM 


£139 


•Return coach travel 
•Two nights half-board accommodation 
•Tours of Emmerdale Country, Last of the Summer Wine 
Country and the Yorkshire Dales 
•Visit to York 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Three days departing September 26 



PRICE FROM 


£169 


•Return coach travel 

•Two nights half-board accommodation 

•Cruise on the Leeds Liverpool Canal 

•Coach tour of the Yorkshire Dales 

•Visits to Holmfirth, Skipton, Grassington and Haworth 

•Journey on the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway 

•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Isle of Wight and 
Osborne House 


Thames Cruise London 

aboard PS Waverley Summer Days 


London by Rail 


Three days departing September 26 


Two days departing September 27 


Five days departing August 25 



PRICE FROM 


£179 


•Return coach trave and ferry crossings 
•Two nights half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to Osborne House and Oueen Victoria’s 
private beach 

•Visits to Yarmouth, Alum Bay, Godshill, Newport 
and Ryde 

•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£115 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Thames Cruise on the Paddle Steamer Waverley 
under Tower Bridge 

•Visits to Royal Greenwich and Rochester 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£ 319. 95 


•Return coach travel 

•Four nights bed and breakfast accommodation at the 
four-star Tower Guoman hotel 
•Optional free excursion to Windsor 
•Optional excursion to Richmond and Hampton Court 
Palace 

•Services of a coach driver/ tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Two days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£ 119. 95 


•Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered) 
•Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star central London hotels 
•Free time in London 

•Three day option also offered from £169.95 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Omega Short Breaks (ABTA Y5914) 


Organised by Omega Short Breaks (ABTA Y5914) 


Lake Maggiore, Orta and 


the Matterhorn 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£899 


This wonderful combination of truly awesome 
Swiss mountain scenery and the tranquility of the 
Italian Lakes cries out to be explored. 


Just offshore Lake Maggiore is one of the real gems of 
northern Italy, the Borromean Islands. These were once owned 
by a Milanese Count, who created an amazing ‘belle epoque’ 
villa in the 17th century, called Isola Bella. There is a guided 
tour of the villa, which is simply stunning, and even more 
impressive are the grounds planted with a host of trees, shrubs 
and plants. 



A private boat journey passing the snowcapped mountains of the Swiss Alps leads to the chic resort of Locarno 
in Switzerland, with its twisting lanes and alleys of the historic centre. Following some free time here board the 
narrow gauge Centovalli train for a scenic ride as it winds it way through landscapes, mountain cascades, vines 
woods and villages with spectacular alpine views across ‘One hundred valley’s’. 


INFO 

•Return flights 

•Seven nights half board accommodation 
•Boat cruise to Locarno 
•Journey on the Centovalli railway 
•Cruise to Borrowmean islands and entrance to 
villa and gardens 

•Visits to Lake Como and Lake Orta 

•Panoramic journey to Zermatt to see the Matterhorn 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability-supplement applies 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430) 


Perhaps the highlight of the tour will be the 
journey through the Alps and the Simplon 
Pass to witness spectacular scenery before 
arriving at the village of Zermatt. It is here 
where the Swiss national symbol, 
the Matterhorn, is revealed in all its glory - 
truly one of lifes ‘wow’ moments. 

Visits are also made to one of Northern Italy’s 
most attractive and famous lakes, Lake Como, 
plus Lake Orta probably one of the prettiest 
yet least known of the lakes. 

A choice of hotel accommodation is offered in 
the Italian old town of Stresa, on the shores of 
Lake Maggiore. 


Peru - Inca Treasures, the 
Amazon and Lake Titicaca 


£ 2,995 


Discover and explore South 
America’s most vibrant and 
fascinating country on this exciting 
escorted tour. 

The holidays begins in Lima, where an 
included guided tour introduces this historic 
coastal settlement, rich with echoes of its 
colonial past. One of South America’s 
cultural and culinary capitals, the city buzzes 
with life by day and by night. 

Fly east to the Amazonian region of Madre de Dios, where Puerto Maldonado is the gateway to the vast 
Tambopata wilderness and Biosphere Reserve. A two-night stay in the remote Inkaterra Hacienda jungle lodge 
offers the opportunity to learn about 
the Amazonian Rain Forest and to 
enjoy encounters with colourful birds 
and other wildlife, before flying to 
Cuzco, the ‘Imperial City’, of the Inca 
Civilisation. 

Experience three unforgettable nights 
here and enjoy a guided tour of the city 
plus two days discovering the ‘misty 
mountain-top’ citadel of Machu 
Picchu, one of the true wonders of 
the world. 

The tour concludes with a journey 
across the ‘Altiplano’ plateau to the 
shores of Lake Titicaca, where the 
Uros people have lived for centuries. 


INFO 

•Return flights and internal flights 
•Air-conditioned coach travel in Peru 
•Ten nights bed and breakfast accommodation including 
two days lodge accommodation in the Amazon rainforest 
•Three dinners and three lunches 
•City tours of Lima and Cuzco 
•Full-day tour of Machu Picchu 
•Lake Titicaca cruise 

•Full day drive through the Andean highlands with visits to 
Andahuaylilias, Raqchi and Pucara 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability-supplement applies 

Organised by Newmarket Faraway Holidays (ABTA V7812 ATOL 2325) 


Twelve days various departure dates 
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Heartbeat star 
is the new Poirot 

HEARTBEAT star Jason 
Durr, who played DC Mike 
Bradley in the Yorkshire 
police drama, is the latest 
actor to become Agatha 
Christie’s fastidious Bel¬ 
gian sleuth Hercule Poirot. 

He plays the famous de¬ 
tective on stage in Black 
Coffee at Birmingham New 
Alexandra Theatre from 
Monday to Saturday. 

In this case Poirot exer¬ 
cises ‘zee little grey cells’ 
to discover who murdered 
an eccentric inventor for 
his new formula at an Eng¬ 
lish country estate where 
deception and treachery 
are rife. 

The cast also includes 
Liza Goddard from 
Bergerac and Gary Mavers 
from Soldier Soldier. 

Call 0844 871 3011 or 
visit www.atgtickets.com 

Fangs for the 
memory at Grand 

EMMERDALE’S nasty 
Christ Tate — Peter Amo- 
ry — teams up with Karen 
Ford from Grange Hill and 
Michelle Morris from The 
Knock in gothic vampire 
thriller Carmilla. 

Written by David Camp- 
ton, based on the story by 
Sheridan Le Fanu, it will 
be staged at the Grand 
from Tuesday to Saturday. 

It tells of a young Eng¬ 
lish woman at an Eastern 
European castle who comes 
under the spell of the beau¬ 
tiful and enigmatic Car¬ 
milla, just as a series of 
murders blight the area. 

Contact the box office on 
01902 429212 or see www. 
gr andtheatr e .co .uk 


Rock legend Plant plans a 
homecoming Civic Hall gig 


Wicked 
musical 
fun in Oz 

MEGA musical Wicked 
arrives in the West Mid¬ 
lands next week for a sum¬ 
mer-long stay at Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome as part of 
its first UK tour. 

A prequel to The Wizard 
of Oz which looks at the 
ill-fated college friendship 
between Glinda the Good 
and the Wicked Witch of 
the West, the witty show 
is based on the novel by 
Gregory Maguire and fea¬ 
tures songs by Stephen 
Schwartz, including the 
classic Defying Gravity. It 
opened in the West End in 
2006 and is still running at 
the Apollo Victoria, whilst 
the Broadway version is 
celebrating ten years. 

The touring production 
that runs in Birmingham 
from Wednesday, July 9, 
to September 6 has Nikki 
Davis-Jones in the green 
makeup as Elphaba, Emily 
Tierney as the ever Popu¬ 
lar Glinda and Liam Doyle 
as Fiyero. 



It’s good fairy versus not-so-wicked witch, Emily Tierney and Nikki Davis-Jones 


ROCK legend Robert Plant will be returning 
to the Black Country for a homecoming gig. 

The Led Zeppelin frontman will perform at Wol¬ 
verhampton Civic Hall on November 21 as part of 


a 13-date tour with his band 
Shifters. 

It comes after an acclaii 
venue last September. 

The run of shows, which 
includes dates in London, 
Leeds, Glasgow and Dub¬ 
lin, will follow the release of 
Plant’s latest album Lull¬ 
aby and The Ceaseless Roar. 

A new single, Rainbow, will 
be released this summer 

Glastonbury 

Avid Wolves fan and 
vice-president of the Mo- 
lineux club, Plant played 
the Glastonbury Festival 
last weekend with a perfor¬ 
mance on the famous Pyra¬ 
mid Stage. 

Plant’s new self-produced 
album, recorded with The 
Sensational Space Shifters, 
features nine original songs. 

More than 3,000 fans 
flocked to the last Civic gig 
by Plant, once voted the 
‘greatest voice in rock’. He 
delighted Led Zeppelin fans 
by playing several classic 
songs by the iconic group, 
including Whole Lotta Love. 

Plant, along with band- 
mates Jimmy Page, John 
Paul Jones and John Bon¬ 
ham, formed the group in 


Sensational Space 
sell-out gig at the same 


4 



Robert Plant — new album 

1969 and had seven number 
one albums, making such 
rock anthems as Kashmir 
and Stairway to Heaven. 

Last month the legendary 
band’s first three albums 
were reissued in remastered 
form. 

In recent years the 
65-year-old has become a 
hugely successful solo artist, 
while a link-up with blue- 
grass star Alison Krauss saw 
them win several Grammy 
awards. 

Tickets for the Civic show 
cost £49.50. 


Review 

Yes, we all 
still care 

WILL anybody ever care? 
Well the answer was a re¬ 
sounding Yes at Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Grand Theatre 
on the opening night of 
20th Century Boy. 

Those words came from 
one of the final songs and 
the reaction proved that 
even 37 years after the 
death of the legendary 
Marc Bolan he will never 
be forgotten. 

The music of T Rex lives 
on in this show which tells 
the story of his life, and 
tragic early death at the 
age of 29 in a car crash, 
through the eyes of the 
young son who he never 
really got to know. 

It takes us on a roller¬ 
coaster journey with him 
and tells of Marc’s strug¬ 
gles with himself and how 
his determination to be 
‘bigger than Elvis’ saw him 
give up on many of his val¬ 
ues and friends in his quest 
for stardom. 

The humour is inter¬ 
spersed with anguish, Marc 
torn between two women 
he loves who watch his life 
spiral out of control and 
his lover Gloria, mother of 
his son Roland, who still 
blames herself for his death 
as she was driving the car. 

Lead Warren Sollars, 
certainly sounded like 
Marc and all the voices 
were good, in particular 
Donna Hines as Gloria. A 
superb show so Get It On 
and book your ticket before 
the run finishes on Satur¬ 
day. SA 




^SUNDAY 

r/fJiDVEDV 


THURSDAY 3RD JULY 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


FRIDAY 4TH JULY 

THE RUBYS PLUS DISCO 


SATURDAY 5TH JULY 

iKXLIE MINOGUE AND 
ETA (ERS DISCO 


■Hi .SUNDAY 6TH JULY 

STARMAKERS KARAOK E 

■»^F\MONDAY 7TH JULY 

IUN QUIZ AND KARAOKE 


! BiUESDAY 8TH JULY 

B EDATOR'S Kj OKE 


DRESS CODE 


. THURSDAY 10TH JULY 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


STEAK & 


Park Lane Tavern & Carvery 


CifllWiafWM al dav ewerv dav 




Kids Eat Carvery 


All Day Saturday & Sunday 

(Terms and conditions apply) 

Half farm kirlc pat FREE all rlav pupa/ Ha\/ 


Draught Beer £2.50, 

—^Carling, Stella, 
Strongbow, 
Thatchers, 
Worthingtons, , 
Guest Ales, 
Guinness 

We now take bookings 
www.parklanecarvery.co.uk 

Park Lane, Colley Gate B63 2NT 

01384 345824 


Showing all Sky 
and BT Sport 




Great 

Great Enterfa 


noon-5 pm 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, July 3, 2014 












































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, July 3, 2014 


32 


SATURDAY’S TV 5.07.14 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Ben Shephard 


Tipping Point: Lucky Stars 
(ITV, 7.30pm) 

We know what you’re 
thinking: where can we find a 
show that will fill a dead hour 
on a Saturday night? One that 
will hopefully feature Carol 
Vorderman, that bloke who 
plays Emmerdale’s Marlon 
Dingle, and if we’re really 
lucky, I’m A Celebrity... Get 
Me Out of Here! veteran Joe 
Swash? Well, the search ends 
here as soap star Mark 
Charnock and all of the above 
will be taking part in the 
strangely addictive, Penny 
Falls-style show. There’s a 
cool £20,000 up for grabs for 
one of the celebs’ chosen 
charities, but which of them 
will be able to ensure the 
most amount of counters 
fall? The answer will be 
revealed before the end of 
the show by host Ben 
Shephard. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Paul Hollywood’s Pies & 
Puds. 12.00 Bargain Hunt. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Wimbledon 2014. 
The ladies’ singles final. 4.30 Match of 
the Day Live. The third quarter-final 
(Kick-off 5.00pm). 

7.10 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.30 A Question of Sport: Super 
Saturday. Team GB gold medal- 
winner Lizzy Yarnold, former 
England cricket captain Michael 
Vaughan, and comedians 
Katherine Ryan and Ted Robbins 
take part in the sports-based 
game show. 

8.10 The National Lottery: Break the 
Safe. Nick Knowles hosts the 
game show in which three pairs of 
contestants take part in several 
question-and-answer sessions in 
a bid to be the last duo standing. 
The winners have the chance to 
play for the money in the safe - 
with the amount depending on 
how much they have earned in the 
previous rounds. But they’re not 
the only ones who could end up 
with a small fortune, as Kate 
Garraway presents tonight’s Lotto 
and Thunderball draws. 

9.00 Casualty. A man ignores Ethan’s 
advice to take it easy after a car 
accident, putting himself and his 
son in danger during a cross¬ 
country race. Connie asserts her 
authority over the ED. 

9.50 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Comedy, 
starring Brendan O’Carroll as a 
doting mother-of-six who 
constantly interferes in her 
children’s lives. (R) 

10.20 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.40 Live at the Apollo. Sarah Millican 
introduces routines by comedians 
Steve Hughes and Russell Kane at 
London’s Hammersmith Apollo. 
(R) 

11.30 Match of the Day: FIFA World 
Cup Highlights. The third and 
fourth quarter-finals. Action from 
Brazil, featuring the matches at 
the Estadio Nacional in Brasilia 
and the Arena Fonte Nova in 
Salvador. 

12.10 Film: D0A. (1988) 1.40 Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 1.45 BBC News. 

1.15 Wimbledon 2014. 5.50 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 6.40 BBC News; 

Regional News; Weather. 7.00 A 
Question of Sport: Super Saturday. 7.40 
The National Lottery: Break the Safe. 

8.30 Match of the Day Live. 


7.30 Match of the Day: FIFA World Cup 
Highlights. 8.15 Formula 1: British 
Grand Prix Second Practice. 9.55 Live 
Formula 1: British Grand Prix Third 
Practice. Lee McKenzie introduces 
coverage of the session from 
Silverstone, where the ninth meeting of 
the season takes place. 11.05 Racing 
Legends: Jackie Stewart. (R) 12.05 Live 
Formula 1: British Grand Prix Qualifying. 
Suzi Perry introduces coverage from 
Silverstone (Start-time 1.00pm), where 
the grid positions are decided for the 
ninth meeting of the season. 2.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 3.30 Flog It! 
(R) 4.30 Wimbledon 2014. Sue Barker 
presents further live coverage from the 
All England Club, featuring the men’s and 
ladies’ doubles finals. Subsequent 
programmes subject to change. 

8.00 Today at Wimbledon. John 

Inverdale and guests look back at 
highlights of the ladies’ singles 
final at the All England Club, where 
the third Grand Slam title of the 
year was set to be decided. Plus, a 
preview of the men’s singles final 
and action from the men’s and 
ladies’doubles finals. 

9.00 Ql XL. Extended edition. Sarah 
Millican, Jason Manford and Bill 
Bailey join regular panellist Alan 
Davies on the comedy quiz. Host 
Stephen Fry asks a range of 
fiendish questions on the topic of 
keeps, with points being awarded 
for interesting answers as well as 
correct ones. (R) 

9.45 Film: Last Chance Harvey. (2008) 
A miserable New Yorker travels to 
London for his estranged 
daughter’s wedding, but is 
devastated to find his ex-wife’s 
new husband is to give the bride 
away instead of him. While trying 
to return home, he bumps into a 
woman feeling equally unfulfilled 
in her life, and their fledgling 
romance inspires them both to 
face up to their problems. 
Romantic drama, with Dustin 
Hoffman and Emma Thompson. 

11.10 Film: A Single Man. (2009) A gay 
academic mourning his partner’s 
death takes a day to put his affairs 
in order as he prepares to commit 
suicide. Drama set in the 1960s, 
with Colin Firth and Julianne 
Moore. 

12.45 Match of the Day: FIFA World Cup 
Replay. Action from one of the concluding 
two quarter-finals, which took place at the 
Estadio Nacional in Brasilia and the Arena 
Fonte Nova in Salvador. 2.30 This Is BBC 
Two. Preview of upcoming programmes 
from BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Canimals. (R) 7.00 
Canimals. (R) 7.05 Sooty. (R) 7.20 
Digimon Fusion. (R) 7.45 Horrid Henry. 
(R) 8.00 Adventure Time. 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 10.30 Tour de France Live. 
5.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. (R) 
6.00 Off Their Rockers. A pensioner 
attempts a daredevil escape from 
a care home. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring everything from cute 
kids and crazy animals to pranks 
and painful-looking accidents. (R) 

7.30 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. New 
series. Carol Vorderman, Mark 
Charnock and Joe Swash answer 
questions to win turns on the 
token-pushing machine and raise 
money for charity. Ben Shephard 
hosts. 

8.30 FIFA World Cup Live 2014. The 

fourth quarter-final (Kick-off 
9.00pm). Coverage from the Arena 
Fonte Nova in Salvador, Brazil, 
where the line-up for the semi¬ 
finals is confirmed. Eventual 
champions Spain were the final 
team to secure a place in the last 
four in 2010, but the Spanish will 
not be involved this time around, 
as their exit from the competition 
was confirmed after just two 
matches, when a 2-0 defeat against 
Chile followed a humiliating 5-1 
thrashing at the hands of the team 
they beat in the final four years 
ago, the Netherlands. In the event 
of extra-time and penalties, 
subsequent programmes are 
subject to change. 

11.15 ITV News; Weather. 

11.30 Film: Fletch. (1985) A 
wisecracking reporter and master 
of disguise investigates a man 
who falsely claims to be dying and 
is asking people to kill him. 
Comedy mystery, with Chevy 
Chase. 

1.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 

10.30 Tour de France Live. 3.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 4.00 FIFA World Cup 
Live 2014. The third quarter-final (Kick¬ 
off 5.00pm). 7.10 ITV News London; 
Weather. 7.15 ITV News; Weather. 7.30 
Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. 8.30 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 


6.05 The Hoobs. (R) 6.30 Trans World 
Sport. 7.25 The Grid. 7.55 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 Weekend Kitchen. 10.00 
Frasier. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 11.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.25 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 11.55 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.20 The Simpsons. (R) 

12.50 The Tomorrow People. 1.40 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Sandown Park and Haydock Park. 4.10 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.40 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.10 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 5.40 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.15 Come Dine with Me. Country 
enthusiast Susan Rogers hosts 
the final dinner party in Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire, hoping 
her French cuisine will win her 
extra points. She also 
demonstrates her skills with an 
accordion and gives her guests an 
origami masterclass, before the 
winner of the £1,000 prize is 
announced.(R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.10 Film: Transformers: Revenge of 
the Fallen. (2009) The war 
between the shape-shifting robots 
erupts once again, as the first of 
the evil Decepticons leads an 
attack on Earth to locate an ancient 
planet-destroying machine. 
Hapless teenager Sam Witwicky is 
once again caught in the middle as 
he holds the key to discovering the 
location of the device. Sci-fi 
adventure sequel, starring Shia 
LaBeouf and Megan Fox. 

10.00 Film: Attack the Block. (2011) 

A student nurse and a teenage 
gang band together to fight off 
alien invaders terrorising a south 
London tower block. Sci-fi 
comedy thriller, with Jodie 
Whittaker and John Boyega. 

11.40 Paul Chowdhry: What’s 
Happening White People? Stand- 
up show in which the comedian 
entertains an audience with his 
dry observational humour tapping 
into aspects of modern-day 
Britain. (R) 

12.40 Film: The Last Exorcism. (2010) 
Horror, starring Patrick Fabian. 2.10 The 
Guides. Short drama, starring Mark 
Gatiss. (R) 2.25 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. 
Holly discovers the identity of Cindy’s 
mystery man, the McQueens find out 
whether they will be evicted, and Dennis 
tries to coax Blessing out of the house. 
(R) 4.35 Deal or No Deal. Beat-the- 
banker game show. (R) 5.30 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. Revamping the kitchen 
and dining room of a home in Kent. (R) 

5.50 The Hoobs. The gang breaks a 
record. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Access. 10.05 
The Hotel Inspector Returns. (R) 11.05 
Big Brother: Eviction. (R) 12.25 Film: 
Random Hearts. (1999) Romantic 
drama, with Harrison Ford and Kristin 
Scott Thomas. 3.00 Film:Anzio. (1968) 
Second World War drama, starring 
Robert Mitchum. 5.15 5 News Weekend. 
5.20 Film: Columbo: Suitable for 
Framing. (1971) Detective drama, 
starring Peter Falk. 

6.40 Film: Columbo: Murder by the 
Book. (1971) An author of 
mystery novels kills his former 
writing partner so he can claim 
sole credit for their collaborations, 
and tries to appear innocent by 
offering to help Columbo solve the 
crime. Detective drama, directed 
by Steven Spielberg, starring Peter 
Falk, Jack Cassidy, Rosemary 
Forsyth and Barbara Colby. 

8.00 She’s 78, He’s 39: Age Gap Love. 
Six people whose partners are 
much younger than they are reveal 
why being of different generations 
is no barrier to romance. Marilyn’s 
relationship with husband William 
began when she was 45 and he 
was 16 and was tested from the 
start by abuse from friends and 
neighbours, while Edna (78) and 
Simon (39) bonded over their 
mutual love of organ music. Mike 
(74) is coping with an eight-week- 
old baby alongside wife Lindsey, 
who is 41 years his junior, while 
58-year-old Gary enjoys clubbing 
in Ibiza with his spouse Kate, who 
is half his age. (R) 

9.00 Big Brother. Catching up with the 
Big Brother contestants as they 
react to Friday night’s live eviction, 
revealing how another departure 
has affected the rest of the house. 

10.00 Benefits Britain: Life on the Dole. 
The documentary examining the 
lives of unemployed people visits 
South Yorkshire, where benefits 
caps, sanctions and the bedroom 
tax are hitting those at the poorer 
end of society. (R) 

11.00 Big Brother’s Bit on the Psych. 

Rylan Clark and lain Lee present 
analysis of the housemates’ 
behaviour, with input from 
psychologists and body-language 
experts. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Bikini Body? 
The Truth About Diets. (R) 4.00 House 
Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 4.50 
The Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.00 Angels 
of Jarm. (R) 5.10 Roary the Racing Car. 
(R) 5.20 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.30 The 
Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.40 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 World’s Craziest Fools 7.30 Top 
Gear 8.30 Film: Meet the Parents (2000) 
10.15 Russell Howard’s Good News 
Extra 11.00 Family Guy 1.20 American 
Dad! 2.00 Live at the Electric 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Land of the Tiger 8.00 The 
Story of Science - Power, Proof and 
Passion 9.00 Inspector Montalbano 
10.45 The Beatles’ Please Please Me - 
Remaking a Classic 11.45 Big in 
America: British Hits in the USA 12.45 
Top of the Pops: 1979 1.25 Sounds of 
the Eighties 2.00 Lost Land of the Tiger 
3.00 The Story of Science - Power, Proof 
and Passion 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 Take Me Out 12.10 1 Wanna Marry 
“Harry” 1.05 The Only Way Is Essex 2.40 
You’ve Been Framed! 4.15 Film: Valiant 
(2005) 5.50 Film: Nanny McPhee and 
the Big Bang (2010) 8.00 Film: 
Something Borrowed (2011) 10.15 Film: 
The Matrix (1999) 1.00 The Magaluf 
Weekender 1.50 Crazy Beaches 2.40 The 
Hot Desk - Example 2.50 Teleshopping 

5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.50 Lewis 2.55 Housewife, 49 4.45 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 7.00 Lewis 9.00 
Foyle’s War 11.00 Wycliffe 12.15 Bomb 
Girls 1.10 Murder, She Wrote 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

5.00 Motorway Patrol 5.25 British 
Touring Car Championship Highlights 
7.00 Tour de France Highlights 8.00 
Hornblower 10.10 Film: Raging Bull 
(1980) 12.50 Tour de France Highlights 

1.50 Alias Smith and Jones 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 3.30 The 
Store 5.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.30 Rude(ish) Tube 2.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 
How I Met Your Mother 9.00 Film: 
Sanctum (2011) 11.15 The Big Bang 
Theory 11.45 Rude Tube 12.45 2 Broke 
Girls 1.15 How I Met Your Mother 2.15 
The Ricky Gervais Show 4.00 Glee 4.45 
Desperate Housewives 
Film4 

11.00 Cry Havoc (1943) 1.00 Home 
Alone 3 (1997) 3.00 Charlotte’s Web 
(2006) 4.50 Star Trek IV: The Voyage 
Home (1986) 7.20 Zoolander (2001) 

9.00 Conan the Barbarian (1982) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 11.35 Secretary (2002) 
Comedy drama, starring Maggie 
Gyllenhaal. 1.45 Angel Heart (1987) 

4.00 Close 



Victoria Falls 

Botswana Safari and Cape Town 

Beginning in Zambia, staying close to the spectacular Victoria 
Falls, the largest single body of falling water in the world, a 
sunset cruise along the mighty Zambezi on the African Queen 
will be the first spectacular experience. As the boat glides 
across this expanse of a river inhabited by hippo and 
crocodiles, simply relax in a wicker armchair and absorb the 
unique surroundings. 

At Victoria Falls, a guided walking tour is included with other 
options to view the spectacular falls from either a cruise, a 
helicopter flight or from a micro-light aircraft. 

On the Botswana Safari travel in a specially adapted 10-seater 
open-sided safari vehicle and see a wide variety of game 
including monkeys, warthogs and even leopards plus the 
chance to see cats, giraffe and elephants - it’s an experience 
not to be forgotten so remember to pack a camera! 


A second cruise, this time along the Chobe River, almost 
guarantees sightings of elephant and hippo, then a visit to 
Cape Point passes the fishing harbour of Flout Bay. 
Continuing on, see the breathtakingly scenic Chapman’s 
Peak Drive, full of rugged seascapes and cliffs to the Cape 
of Good Flope Nature Reserve. 

At Cape Point itself see the confluence of the Indian and 
Atlantic Ocean then it’s on to Boulders Beach to see the 
resident penguin colony. 

On the Winelands tour, a visit to the small town of Franschoek 
is included home to South Africa’s most prestigious university 
and where period buildings and historic streets reinforce the 
town’s dignified atmosphere. A cellar tour and tasting at the 
award-winning Boschendal Wine Estate is included. 

The touring holiday ends in Cape Town. Take time to explore 
the excellent shopping and dining available, take the cable 
car to the summit of Table Mountain and, weather permitting, 
visit Robben Island where Nelson Mandela spent most of his 
27 years incarceration. 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


11 days FROM £2,499* 

Various departure dates 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return scheduled flights 

• Eight nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Three evening meals and two lunches 

• Experience Victoria Falls 

• Explore Botswana’s vast Chobe National Park 

• Sunset cruise on the African Queen 

• Tour to the Cape of Good Flope 

• Tour the Western Cape’s Winelands 

• Other optional excursions are available to book 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 


* varies according to departure date - please go to 
website for the latest availability and prices 


For a brochure call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


SMASHING 
SUMMER OFFER 
20% OFF 

SUNDAY LUNCH CARVERY 

EVERY SUNDAY 12-4PM 
IDEAL FOR FAMILY 
CELEBRATIONS AND PARTIES 

20% 0FR FOOD SILL 

T&Cs apply 

UoudwM cwxuLabk floJi 
ouh bxibuis. nitjJdA 

Great Barr Hotel 
Pear Tree Drive, Birmingham, B43 6HS 
Telephone: 0121 3571141 

Full list of Christmas and Tribute events on 
www. thegreatbarrhotel. com 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 
I • Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 










































SUNDAY’S TV 6.07.14 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Common 
(BBC1,9pm) 

One-off drama from Jimmy 
McGovern, exploring the 
possible consequences of the 
UK’s Joint Enterprise law, by 
which more than one person 
can be charged with the same 
offence. Seventeen-year-old 
Johnjo gives his cousin Tony 
and some friends a lift to a 
pizza parlour for food, 
unaware their real intention is 
to ‘sort out’ a local loudmouth. 
Things soon get out of hand, 
however, and an innocent 
bystander is fatally stabbed - 
and despite being in the car all 
the time, Johnjo finds himself 
charged with murder along 
with everyone else. Nico 
Mirallegro heads a cast that 
also includes Susan Lynch, 
Daniel Mays, Jodhi May, 
Samantha Oliver, Robert Pugh, 
Philip Hill Pearson and 
Michelle Fairley. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 
11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 BBC News; 
Weather. 12.30 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 
Wimbledon 2014. Sue Barker and guests 
look ahead to this afternoon’s men’s 
singles final. 1.50 Wimbledon 2014. Live 
coverage of the men’s singles final. 5.45 
BBC News; Regional News; Weather. 

6.10 Countryfile. John Craven visits 
the Peak District set of BBC drama 
The Village. Helen Skelton 
discovers the links between the 
area and the British Raj, and gets 
tips on capturing animal photos. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

7.10 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the team pay a second visit to 
Wentworth Woodhouse, where 
items include a bible that belonged 
to the first black professional 
footballer. Last in the series. 

8.10 Casualty. A man ignores Ethan’s 
advice to take it easy after a car 
accident, putting himself and his 
son in danger during a cross¬ 
country race. Connie asserts her 
authority over the ED. (R) 

9.00 Common. One-off drama from 
Jimmy McGovern, exploring the 
possible consequences of the 
UK’s Joint Enterprise law, by 
which more than one person can 
be charged with the same offence. 
Seventeen-year-old Johnjo gives 
his cousin Tony and some friends 
a lift to a pizza parlour for food, 
unaware their real intention is to 
“sort out” a local loudmouth. 
Things soon get out of hand, 
however, and an innocent 
bystander is fatally stabbed - and 
despite being in the car all the 
time, Johnjo finds himself charged 
with murder along with everyone 
else. Nico Mirallegro heads a cast 
that also includes Susan Lynch, 
Daniel Mays, Jodhi May, Robert 
Pugh and Michelle Fairley. 

10.30 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.55 Regional Programme. 

11.25 Film: Sliding Doors. (1998) A 
London woman’s entire future 
hinges on a seemingly minor but 
pivotal moment. Comedy drama, 
starring Gwyneth Paltrow. 

1.00 Weatherforthe Week Ahead. 1.05 
BBC News. 

1.50 Wimbledon 2014. 5.45 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 6.35 BBC News; 

Regional News; Weather. 7.00 
Countryfile. 8.00 Antiques Roadshow. 
9.00 Common. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.10 Film: East of 
Sudan. (1964) 7.40 Gardeners’ World. 
(R) 8.10 World Cup Films. 9.45 Match of 
the Day: FIFA World Cup Highlights. 

10.30 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. (R) 
12.00 Live Formula 1: British Grand Prix. 
Suzi Perry introduces coverage from 
Silverstone (Start-time 1.00pm). 3.30 
Racing Legends: Stirling Moss. (R) 4.30 
Flog It! (R) 5.05 Songs of Praise: Big 
Sing - The UK’s Top 10 Hymns. 5.45 
Wimbledon 2014. The mixed doubles 
final. 

8.00 The Quest for Bannockburn. Part 
one of two. Neil Oliver and Tony 
Pollard conclude their attempt to 
mark the 700th anniversary of 
Bannockburn by pinpointing the 
location of Scotland’s most iconic 
battlefield. They are joined by 
historians, archaeologists and 
environmental scientists as they 
gather evidence to chart the 
events that ended in Robert the 
Bruce’s overwhelming victory over 
the English that helped seal 
Scotland’s future as an 
independent kingdom. 

9.00 A Cabbie Abroad: Fiji. London 
cabbie Mason McQueen heads to 
the South Pacific island of Fiji to 
ply his trade in the capital Suva, 
where he is shown the ropes by 
his host Dharmendra Kumar- a 
direct descendant of sugar 
plantation labourers brought 
from India by the British. Mason 
teams up with the doorman of a 
local hotel to sample the 
indigenous way of life, 
undergoing an ancient ritual that 
involves drinking a narcotic brew 
made from a local root, and 
going spearfishing. 

10.00 Mock the Week. Rob Beckett, 
Susan Caiman, Hal Cruttenden 
and Romesh Ranganathan join 
regular panellists Hugh Dennis 
and Andy Parsons on the topical 
comedy quiz. Dara 0 Briain hosts. 

(R) 

10.35Today at Wimbledon. John 
Inverdale presents highlights of 
the men’s singles final at the All 
England Club, where the winner of 
the third Grand Slam event of the 
year was decided. 

11.35 Film: Heavenly Creatures. (1994) 
Fact-based drama about two 
teenagers whose obsessive 
friendship and strange fantasies 
drive them to murder. Directed by 
Peter Jackson and starring Kate 
Winslet and Melanie Lynskey. 

1.05 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.05 
Holby City. (R) 3.05 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 6.50 
Canimals. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.20 Digimon Fusion. (R) 

7.45 Horrid Henry. (R) 8.00 Deadtime 
Stories. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 Love Your Garden. (R) 

10.30 Tour de France Live. 5.00 Tipping 
Point. (R) 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring everything from cute 
kids and crazy animals to pranks 
and painful-looking accidents. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Film: Despicable Me. (2010) A 
criminal mastermind hopes to seal 
his reputation as the greatest 
villain of them all by stealing the 
moon. First he needs to get his 
hands on a shrinking ray owned 
by a rival evil genius, and adopts 
three orphan girls to help him - 
but finds that fatherhood brings 
out his long-buried caring side. 
Animated comedy, with the voices 
of Steve Carell, Jason Segel, 
Russell Brand and Julie Andrews. 
9.00 The Nation’s Favourite Motown 
Song. From Dancing in the Street 
to I Heard It Through the 
Grapevine, Motown produced 
some era-defining music that still 
proves popular today. In this 
90-minute special, Craig Charles 
counts down the Detroit record 
company’s greatest hits, as voted 
for by the British public. Founded 
by Berry Gordy in 1959, the 
legendary label launched the 
careers of superstars such as 
Stevie Wonder, Diana Ross and 
Marvin Gaye. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45The Cube. A builder and a 
24-year-old mother take part, 
aiming to complete tasks within 
the confines of the cube to win a 
jackpot of £250,000. Hosted by 
Phillip Schofield. (R) 

11.45The Unforgettable Russell Harty. 
Profile of the chat-show host who 
became a household name in the 
1970s and 80s for his staging of 
some revealing celebrity 
interviews as Michael Parkinson’s 
main rival. (R) 

12.15 The Store. 2.15 Motorsport UK. 
3.05 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 3.55 ITV Nightscreen. 4.15 
May the Best House Win. (R) 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.15 The Hoobs. (R) 6.40 British F3. 

7.10 Snowdonia Slateman Triathlon. 

7.35 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 

1.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 3.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

3.30 The Simpsons. (R) 4.00 Deal or No 
Deal. 5.00 Film: A Knight’s Tale. (2001) 
Medieval comedy adventure, starring 
Heath Ledger. 

7.35 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 Film: Johnny English Reborn. 

(2011) Premiere. A bumbling 
secret agent retires to a Tibetan 
monastery in disgrace after a 
mission goes wrong. He is lured 
out of seclusion by the chance to 
redeem himself when his former 
bosses seek his help in foiling an 
attempt to assassinate the premier 
of China. Spy comedy sequel, 
starring Rowan Atkinson, Gillian 
Anderson, Rosamund Pike and 
Dominic West. 

10.00 Sean Lock: Purple Van Man. The 

8 Out of 10 Cats team captain’s 
stand-up show, recorded in front 
of a sell-out audience at London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo last year. 

11.00 Film: Get Him to the Greek. 
(2010) A record company 
employee is given the dubious 
task of escorting a manic, sex- 
crazed British rock star to his 
comeback concert. Comedy, 
starring Russell Brand and Jonah 
Hill. 

12.55 Film: This Boy’s Life. (1 993) A 
teenager suffers abuse when his mother 
marries a man who turns out to be a 
tyrannical thug. Drama set in the 1950s, 
with Robert De Niro, Leonardo DiCaprio 
and Ellen Barkin. 2.50 Swimming. A 
mother and her daughter try to bond. (R) 
3.05 A SuperScrimpers’ Merry 
Christmas. Mrs Moneypenny presents 
advice on a frugal Christmas, including 
home-made decorations and booze, how 
to avoid dodgy online deals and 
producing a festive buffet for 20 for just 
£50. (R) 4.00 Beat My Build. Amanda 
Lamb and Laura Hamilton challenge two 
builders to out-do each other in a 
property renovation contest, beginning 
with a pair of contractors in Surrey. (R) 

4.55 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. Creating 
plates to complement a 1930s-style 
dining room. (R) 5.00 Deal or No Deal. 
Players try to beat the banker and guess 
the contents of mystery boxes. (R) 5.55 
Countdown. With Griff Rhys Jones. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Abby’s Flying 
Fairy School. (R) 6.25 Bubble Guppies. 
(R) 6.40 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.50 
Chloe’s Closet. 7.00 Roobarb and 
Custard Too. (R) 7.10 Bananas in 
Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 Make Way for Noddy. 
(R) 7.35 City of Friends. (R) 7.45 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 7.55 
Little Princess. (R) 8.05 The Adventures 
of Bottle Top Bill and His Best Friend 
Corky. (R) 8.15 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 8.25 Angelina Ballerina. (R) 8.35 
Milkshake! Show Songs. (R) 8.40 
Rupert Bear. (R) 8.55 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 
9.30 LazyTown. (R) 10.00 Access. 10.05 
Meerkat Manor. (R) 10.30 Big Brother. 
(R) 11.30 The Dog Rescuers with Alan 
Davies. (R) 12.30 Film: Sabrina the 
Teenage Witch. (1996) Supernatural 
comedy, starring Melissa Joan Hart. 

2.15 Film: Space Jam. (1996) Live 
action and animated comedy, with 
Michael Jordan. 3.55 Film: A Goofy 
Movie. (1995) Animated comedy, with 
the voice of Bill Farmer. 5.20 Film: The 
Fox and the Hound. (1981) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Film: Rush Hour. (1998) A Hong 
Kong detective is sent to Los 
Angeles to investigate a 
kidnapping, but the local 
authorities worry that his presence 
in America might spark an 
international incident, and assign a 
loud-mouthed and troublesome 
cop to keep an eye on him. 
However, the new partnership 
proves an explosive combination. 
Comedy adventure, starring Jackie 
Chan, Chris Tucker, Ken Leung, 
Tom Wilkinson and Chris Penn. 
Edited for language. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, featuring the latest 
tasks, games, arguments, laughs, 
diary room visits and bedroom 
chit-chat. Narrated by Marcus 
Bentley. 

10.00 Film: Lethal Weapon 4. (1998) 
The mismatched LAPD detectives 
hunt down the head of a Chinese 
triad involved in forgery and slave 
trading. Action adventure, starring 
Mel Gibson, Danny Glover and 
Rene Russo. Edited for language. 
12.25 World’s Scariest Plane Landings. 
1.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 One World 
Trade Centre: Rebuilt. (R) 4.00 House 
Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 4.50 
The Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.00 Angels 
of Jarm. (R) 5.10 Roary the Racing Car. 
(R) 5.20 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.30 The 
Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.40 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Formula 1: British Grand Prix 
Highlights 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 Film: 

Tron: Legacy (2010) 11.00 Family Guy 

11.45 American Dad! 12.30 Murdered 
By My Boyfriend 1.30 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 2.00 Stacey Dooley in the 
USA: Giving Up My Baby 3.00 Live at the 
Electric 4.00 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 Sounds of the Sixties 7.35 Film: A 
Hard Day’s Night (1964) 9.00 The Lance 
Armstrong Story - Stop at Nothing: 
Storyville 10.40 Storyville: Velorama 
11.40 The Richest Songs in the World 

I. 10 Neil Sedaka: King of Song 2.10 The 
Lance Armstrong Story - Stop at 
Nothing: Storyville 3.45 Close 

ITV2 

II. 40 America’s Got Talent 2.30 You’ve 
Been Framed! Family Special 3.15 Film: 
Beethoven (1991) 5.00 Film: Valiant 
(2005) 6.30 Film: Pearl Harbor (2001) 
10.00 The Only Way Is Essex 10.50 TV 
OD 11.20 Film: The Matrix Reloaded 
(2003) 1.55 Best of You’ve Been Framed! 

2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.20 Film: Goodbye, Mr Chips (1969) 

I. 25 ATouch of Frost 3.40 Lewis 5.40 
Inspector Morse 8.00 Midsomer 
Murders 10.00 Wycliffe 11.05 Film: Dial 
M for Murder (1954) 1.20 William and 
Mary 2.10 Murder, She Wrote 3.50 ITV3 
Nightscreen 4.25 Emmerdale 

ITV4 

5.00 Duck Dynasty 5.55 Alias Smith and 
Jones 7.00 Tour de France Highlights 
8.00 Dirty Britain 9.00 Benidorm 10.00 
Film: How I Spent My Summer Vacation 
2012) 12.00 From Ronaldo to Ronaldo 
.00 Tour de France Highlights 2.00 
Richard Bacon’s Beer and Pizza Club 

2.35 Movies Now 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 3.30 The Store 5.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 1.30 
The Mindy Project 2.00 Brooklyn Nine- 
Nine 2.30 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 
Film: Night at the Museum: Battle of the 
Smithsonian (2009) 10.10 The Big Bang 
Theory 10.40 Rude Tube 11.40 How I 
Met Your Mother 12.10 New Girl 12.40 
Rules of Engagement 1.40 The Cleveland 
Show 3.20 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

II. 00 The Enemy Below (1957) 1.00 The 
Phantom (1996) 2.50 Star Trek V: The 
Final Frontier (1989) 5.00 Rio (2011) 
6.50 Mission: Impossible (1996) 9.00 
Unstoppable (2010) 10.55 Sliver (1993) 

1.00 Wuthering Heights (2011) 3.40 
Close 


Collyer & McBride 


mi i 


We are an Independent family owned and run business 
who has proudly been serving families and the local 
community for over 100 years with branches at 
West Bromwich, Perry Barr & Handsworth. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 www.collyermcbride.co.uk 
24 hour service available 


HENLEY 
‘FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

An Independent, Caring, Family-run Business 
Giving you support in your time of need 
The only Independent Family Run 
Funeral Directors in Oldbury. 

24-hr service: all areas covered 

Telephone FREE on 0800 056 6564 

EMILY HOUSE, WARLEY ROAD, OLDBURY 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Opening times: 

Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday 
Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience. 
We offer a full range of services from free quote and design to 
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling 
Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 




Great value coach h olidays 


Weekend Breaks 

an from 

£ 49.95 

All coach travel b quality overnight 
dinner, bed & breakfast accommodation 


e excursion programme 


Weymouth 

Lyme Regis & Jurassic Coast 

Fournigms fnnej. TWOF® COACH 

t J d r»Ht i on/ aS •Lyme Regis Bay 

SSfSSHteW . Dorchester & Abbotsbury 

MONDAYS 

28 OUL, 4,11 AUG 
6, 20 OCT 





I 4 DAY TOURS FRI18 JUL 


Folkestone b Cruise to Ostend 

£ 149.95 

Isle of Wight 

£ 129.95 

Weston-s-Mare 

£ 129.95 

Pontins Brean Sands 

£ 119.95 

1 5 DAY TOURS MON 21 JUL 


Folkestone b Cruise to Ostend 

£ 189.95 

Newquay 

£ 189.95 

Isle of Wight 

£ 159.95 

Bournemouth 

£ 179.95 

Eastbourne 

£ 159.95 

Downton Abbey b Bournemouth 

£ 299.95 

Felixstowe, Clacton b Suffolk Coast 

£ 199.95 

Pontins Pakefield 

£ 189.95 

Yarmouth 

£ 169.95 

I 4 DAY TOURS FRI 25 JUL 


Folkestone b Cruise to Ostend 

£ 139.95 

Stonehenge b Bournemouth 

£ 179.95 

Torquay 

£ 129.95 

Weston-s-Mare 

£ 129.95 

Isle of Wight 

£ 129.95 

Eastbourne 

£ 129.95 

Bournemouth 

£ 149.95 

Ostend b Bruges 

£ 219.95 

I 5 DAY TOURS MON 28 JUL 


Newquay 

£ 189.95 

Torquay 

£ 179.95 

Eastbourne 

£ 169.95 

Ostend b Bruges 

£ 259.95 

Sand Bay b Bath 

£ 199.95 

Scarborough 

£ 169.95 

Isle of Wight 

£ 159.95 

Blackpool 

£ 159.95 


Call for brochure 0844 682 0081 


Or see ALL our latest offers at 
travelstyletours.co.uk 


TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 



Windermere 

& Southport 

3,17 Aug, 28 Sep 


Anderton Boat Lift 

& Llangollen Steam b Cruise 

16 Aug, 20 Sep, 1 Nov 




Coronation Street 

The Tour & Chester 

27 Jul, 3,10,17, 30 Aug, 6,13, 20 Sep 




Mersey Cruise 

Beatles Tour & Chester 

19 Oul, 9, 30 Aug, 27 Sep, 18 Oct 


Buckingham Palace 

& Houses of Parliament 

2, 9, 16, 30 Aug, 6, 13, 27 Sep 


Harrogate 

Summer Wine & Castleton 

9 Aug, 13 Sep, 25 Oct 


revJMI 


LONDON 

FREEDOM WEEKEND 

LONGLEAT 

&BATH 

SETTLE-CARLISLE 
RAILWAY & HAWORTH 

26 Jul, 9,16 Aug 2 days 

26,27 Jul 2 days 

30 Aug, 20 Sep 2 days 


LION KING 

ft LONDON ZOO 

CHESTER 

& LIVERPOOL 

Vdavs 9 HMEI 

ILkLi-l 

MISS SAIGON 

LONDON 

26 Jul, 13 Sep 2 days 

RR3B1 

26 Jul, 9,23 Aug 2 days 

MAMMA MIA 

IN BLACKPOOL 

26 Jul, 30 Aug 2 days 

K*kf3--fl 

EASTBOURNE 
& BRIGHTON 

9 Aug, 13 Sep 2 days 

ll-LJHl 

STONEHENGE 

& WEYMOUTH 

25 Jul, 22 Aug 4 days 

ft W0PH 


DAY TRIPS! 




Bakewell Show • Llandudno 
Ludlow Food & Drink Festival 

• West Midlands Safari Park • Waverley Paddle Steamer 

• Chesterfield Medieval Market & Peak Steam Rail 

Call for your free brochure or visit 
v travelstyletours.co.uk _ 


THE DOVECOTE 

Hill Top, West Bromwich, B70 OSD 0121 556 0008 


Chinese Night £6.99 
with a Drink every 
Wednesday from 5pm 

Grill Night from £6.99 
with a drink every 
Saturday from 5pm 

7 Day Carvery 
£3.89 Mon-Sat 
£5.59 Sunday 

Free Function Room available for Wedding Receptions, 
Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 
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Log Burners 
Now In Stock 


OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY 8k SUNDAY 




Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 


nr 
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Film Choices 


Pick of the Week 


MONDAY 

The Armstrong Lie, Channel 4, 9pm 

Documentary following cycling champion Lance 
Armstrong’s fall from grace. Film-maker Alex Gibney 
was initially commissioned to follow the cyclist as he 
prepared to make a professional comeback by 
competing in the Tour de France, only to find himself 
documenting an unprecedented scandal. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

hattered Silence, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A grieving mother wants to understand why her teenage 
daughter committed suicide, and is shocked to discover 
she had been subjected to a campaign of bullying. 
However, as she goes in search of the culprits, she 
starts receiving anonymous threats and realises there is 
more to this tragedy than anyone suspects. Drama, 
starring Liz Vassey and Jenn Proske. (2012) 

WEDNESDAY 

A Woman Betrayed, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A single mother starts a new relationship with a 
seemingly perfect man, only to learn he has kept his 
real identity a secret from her - he is actually the 
married preacher of a popular church. When his wealthy 
wife is murdered, she becomes a suspect and faces 
having her son taken away from her. Crime drama, 
starring Sarah Lancaster and Drew Waters. (2013) 



THURSDAY 

A Soldier’s Love Story, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A sergeant in the US Army serving in Afghanistan 
becomes a father figure to a lonely boy who writes to 
him from California. When the soldier returns from his 
tour of duty, he visits the youngster and begins to 
develop a relationship with the lad’s divorced mother. 
Romantic drama, with Lori Loughlin and Johnny 
Messner. (2010) 

FRIDAY 

Senna, ITV, 10.35pm 

Documentary about the life of Brazilian Formula One 
driver Ayrton Senna, examining his achievements on 
the track over a 10-year period that saw him crowned 
world champion three times, until his death in a crash 
during the 1994 San Marino Grand Prix. Featuring rare 
footage from the FI archives and contributions from 
fellow racing stars including Jackie Stewart. (2010) 
Hamlet 2, BBC2,11.05pm 

A failed actor gets a job as a high-school drama teacher 
to make ends meet. When he learns his course is to be 
cut from the curriculum, he tries to save it by putting on 
a spectacular stage production - a self-penned musical 
sequel to Shakespeare’s tragedy. Comedy, starring 
Steve Coogan and Catherine Keener. (2008) 


Johnjo falls foul of the 
Joint Enterprise law 


T here are just a handful of writers 
working in British TV whose 
name makes viewers sit up and 
take notice. Arguably at the front of 
that list is Jimmy McGovern, who 
began his small screen career by 
penning episodes of Brookside, which 
was set in his home city of Liverpool. 

Since then he’s won numerous 
plaudits for such acclaimed 
programmes as Cracker, The Lakes, 
The Street, Hillsborough, Sunday and 
Accused. 

Now McGovern is back with 
Common, a one-off, feature-length 
drama that is sure provoke plenty of 
chat around watercoolers across the 
nation - and may even spark further 
debate in more lofty settings. 

Like much of his previous work, it’s 
set in the north west of England. At 
the centre of the tale is Common 
Purpose, a 300-year-old legal doctrine 
that allows several people to be 
charged with a crime where they are 
not the primary offenders. 

It has been increasingly used in the 
last 10 years to tackle crimes, often 
murder, which are deemed to be 
gang-related. 


“Joint Enterprise was first used in 
Britain’s courts a few hundred years 
ago,” explains McGovern. “It was 
designed to stop the aristocracy 
duelling. If one duelist killed another 
then all involved in that duel (the 
seconds and the surgeons) were 
charged with murder. It worked. 
Britain’s aristocrats stopped 
duelling. 

“Now the law is being used against 
Britain’s youth. If someone dies in a 
fight and you’re involved in any way 
whatsoever, you could find yourself 
charged with murder. And, if you do, 
Heaven help you because the burden 
of proof required in joint enterprise 
cases is frighteningly low.” 

The BBC’s controller of drama 
commissioning, Ben Stephenson, 
adds: “Common is an ambitious and 
controversial film. Much in the same 
way as Hillsborough and Sunday, 
Jimmy wanted to write this film after 
talking to the families of those directly 
affected by the joint enterprise law. 

“We believe it is right for the BBC to 
give writers such as Jimmy an 
opportunity to tell a story like this, and 
to allow the audience to make up their 
own minds about it.” 


McGovern has certainly attracted a 
great cast - the likes of Nico 
Mirallegro, Daniel Mays, Jodhi May, 
Robert Pugh, Michael Gambon and 
Michelle Fairley. 

“When it comes to casting you 
always have a ‘wish list’ - a list of 
actors who’d be perfect for the parts 
you have written,” says McGovern. 

“You never get them of course. 
They’re often too busy or away on 
holiday or they hate the script or 
whatever. But on this occasion, I got 
them all, every single one on my wish 
list. And I am over the moon.” 

The Village star Mirallegro heads 
the cast as 17-year-old Johnjo, who 
gives his cousin Tony and some 
mates a lift, supposedly so they can 
get a pizza. 

But what Johnjo is totally unaware 
of is their real intention is to confront 
somebody they’ve had an argument 
with earlier. 

Things soon get out of hand - and 
in the ensuing melee, an innocent 
bystander is fatally stabbed - and 
despite being in the car all the time, 
Johnjo finds himself charged with 
murder along with everyone else. 



Nico Mirallegro stars in Common, Sunday, BBC1,9pm 


Best of the Rest 


Monday 

Scotland: For Richer or Poorer? 

BBC2, 9pm 

September 18: remember the date. It’s the day on 
which the people of Scotland decide whether 
Scotland should be an independent country. 

There’s been a lot of crystal ball-gazing recently, as 
people on both sides of the divide attempt to 
predict whether an independent Scotland would be 
a good or a bad thing. BBC economics editor 
Robert Peston looks at all the evidence in a bid to 
find out whether an independent Scotland and its 
people would truly be better off. 

John Bishop’s Australia 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. In 1992, the 25-year-old John Bishop 
rode a bicycle through Australia and back to 
Liverpool. But having spent all day on the road, he 
always felt he missed out on so much of the 
country he rode through. Now he returns to retrace 
his journey Down Under, using his original diary as 
a guidebook, meeting a range of extraordinary 
characters and experiencing true natural wonders. 

TUESDAY 

Embarrassing Bodies 
Channel 4, 9pm 

The docs return tonight in a series that sees them 
take on their most challenging cases yet, beginning 
with young dad Dan, who discusses a large hole in 
his face with Dr Christian. Jaya speaks to Dr Dawn 
about her voice after an unusual condition distorted 
her voicebox, and Dr Pixie sees a woman looking 
for help with some childhood burns. 


CSI: Crime Scene Investigation 
Channel 5, 9pm 

A homeless man goes on a winning streak at a 
casino that nets him $350,000, but his luck runs 
out when he is later found apparently stabbed to 
death in an alley. After scouring the crime scene for 
clues, the team learns the victim recently visited a 
pawn shop, where the investigators discover his 
winnings hidden in a speaker taken in by a security 
guard from the casino. 

WEDNESDAY 

Brand New House for 5K 

Channel 5, 8pm 

Seven years ago, Caroline and Sean bought a 
three-bedroomed semi-detached house. With a 
drab master bedroom, dominated by a huge, 
brown, built-in wardrobe, it has little appeal, while 
the main room downstairs features a grown-up 
area for eating at one end and a kids’ den at the 
other. To keep costs down, Linda Barker and her 
team re-use the carcasses of the kitchen 
cupboards and the master bedroom and 
change the doors. Can Linda stay within 
budget, and cure the couple of their DIY 
phobia? 

This Old Thing: The Vintage Clothes 
Show 

Channel 4, 8pm 

In Doncaster, Dawn O’Porter faces tough 
opposition from vintage-hater Liza, who’s not 
afraid of spending a small fortune on one-off, 
bold fashion statements to help 
her stand out from the crowd. 


However, she’s worried that she dresses like her 
teenage daughter and wants a more grown-up 
style. Armed with a few devious devices, can Dawn 
persuade Liza that old is just as good as new? 

Plus, the sewing workshop transforms a pair of 
jeans that have seen better days, and a look into 
the archives reveals how the flared trouser was 
born. 

THURSDAY 

George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces 
Channel 4, 8pm 

George Clarke is a busy fella. Not only does he 
front Restoration Man and Amazing Spaces, he’s 
^also got a new series coming up soon 
k about sheds. So how does he find 
the time to work on his projects? 

, Simple - he persuades his mate 
\ Will to take them on, and films 
their progress as part of this 
series. We’ll get a chance to see 
how the master carpenter is 
^ k getting on with George’s 
i garden room this week. 

| But of most interest are 
I the latest builds. One 
involves two brothers 
I who are turning a narrow 
boat into a bachelor pad 
with help from online 
tutorials, and a police 
officer who wants to convert an 
kold campervan and caravan 
^into a mobile cream tea 
business. 



The Million Pound Drop, Friday, Channel 4, 8pm 


The Honourable Woman 
BBC2, 9pm 

With the hunt on for Atika’s son, Hayden-Hoyle 
starts to investigate who killed Meshal and why, but 
his enquiries are blocked by his boss Dame Julia 
Walsh on the instructions of the CIA, and the MI6 
chief directs his attention elsewhere. Meanwhile, as 
more of her past is uncovered, Nessa receives a 
mysterious phone call from a man who threatens to 
divulge secrets from the period when she and Atika 
were kidnapped eight years previously in Gaza. 
Political thriller written and directed by Hugo Blick, 
starring Maggie Gyllenhaal, Stephen Rea and 
Janet McTeer. 

FRIDAY 

Coronation Street 
ITV, 7.30pm 

If Rob’s tired of walking on eggshells by now, he 
can probably rest assured that soon enough, his 
murderous ways will out. As Tracy adores her new 
charm bracelet, Rob is taken a back to realise that 
it’s the same jewellery he stole from Tina and 
Steph’s flat. Meanwhile, Marcus is suspended from 
work for taking too much time off. 

The Million Pound Drop 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Davina McCall returns with the quiz show in which 
contestants try to stop wads of cash falling through 
trapdoors by correctly - and quickly - answering a 
series of questions. For the 13th series, each 
edition features a themed game, from a blind-date 
drop to a workplace special, and more well-known 
faces take on the challenge for good causes. 



SUMMER 


Wooden Sheds 


r o 

off 

Show site open 
7 days a week 

/ Old Buildings Removed 
7 Asbestos Disposal 
Base Laying Service 
7 Free Quotations 


[23 


O Free Delivery & Fitting 


6ft x4ft 
from 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 



Single 16ft x 8ft 
from 

e1439 


Double 16ft x 16ft 
from 

£ 2799 


HUGE RANGE OF 
STYLES 8c SIZES 




Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 



Various styles and sizes 

FROM 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 

We make it 

BETTA 

BUILDINGS 
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Double Crossword 


Sudoku 


35 


Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


G 

2 

3 

w 

s 

5 

R 

6 

P 

7 

X 

8 

E 

9 

Y 

10 

V 

Q 

12 

M 

13 

H 

14 

o 

15 

z 

c 

17 

F 

18 

A 

19 

B 

20 

u 

21 

L 

22 

N 

23 

T 

24 

K 

25 

J 

26 

D 


i 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 

o 

s 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Passenger-carrying 
flight (9) 

8. Scottish name in a 
new form (3) 

9. Making it she’ll toil 
to work on the land 
(4,3,4) 

11. Many stampeded 
and were injured 
(7) 

12. It helps to make a 
cake enticing (5) 

13. Charm, possibly 
earned (6) 

15. Things to be done 
in company (6) 

17. A pronounced 
similarity (5) 

18. Assign work to a 
writer (7) 

20. Vessels that liven 
up parties (3-8) 

22. I leave the earth for 
the sun (3) 

23. Thought someone 
guilty or was doubt¬ 
ful (9) 


Down 

2. It will be in most 
winter sportsmen’s 
kit (3) 

3. May get a lift when 
you come in (5) 

4. Takes steps to 
make wine? (6) 

5. Go in for modified 
coverage (7) 

6. Moving experience 
for one who takes a 
back seat (7,4) 

7. What you have to 
do to become one 
(9) 

10. The price of cleanli¬ 
ness? (7,4) 

11. Gloomy supporters 
will, if their team’s 
doing badly (9) 

14. Eternal theme of the 
beautician (7) 

16. Such chaplains may 
be spared (6) 

19. Engrave a hunting 
scene?(5) 

21. Kind of bread found 
in every English 
home (3) 



Quick Clues: 


Across Down 


1. Workable (9) 

2. Fish-eggs (3) 

8. Possess (3) 

3. Handle (5) 

9. Plundering (11) 

4. Cowardly (6) 

11. Respire (7) 

5. Free time (7) 

12. Superior (5) 

6. Glaring (11) 

13. Beast (6) 

7. Burial (9) 

15. Save (6) 

10. Hasty (11) 

17. Fool (5) 

11. Supreme happiness (9) 

18. Insult (7) 

14. Swears (7) 

20. Diligently (11) 

16. Stray (6) 

22. Speck (3) 

19. Swim (5) 

23. Artifice (9) 

21. Rest (3) 




3 




9 


5 



2 

3 


8 


1 


7 

6 






2 

3 


4 



5 



7 


6 


8 

9 



5 


1 


2 


4 

1 



8 


2 

9 




3 


5 

6 




6 


1 






6 




1 




Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Outcry; 8 Drover; 10 
Trainee; 11 Force; 12 Asti; 13 Eject; 17 Award; 

18 Last; 22 Staff; 23 Evasion; 24 Dearly; 25 
Debase. Down: 1 Post-bag; 2 Stealth; 3 Prone; 

4 Preface; 5 Ivory; 6 Brief; 9 New Jersey; 14 
Twofold; 15 Capital; 16 Stunted; 19 Aside; 20 
Madam; 21 Later. QUICK - Across: 7 Needle; 8 
Potent; 10 Educate; 11 Twice; 12 Site; 13 Quack; 
17 Pinch; 18 Tale; 22 About; 23 Retract; 24 
Return; 25 Seller. Down: 1 Incense; 2 Requite; 3 
Plead; 4 Contact; 5 Tepid; 6 Steep; 9 Sepulchre; 
14 Disturb; 15 Capable; 16 Restore; 19 Marry; 20 
Worth; 21 Otter. 




London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 


Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in 
the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a 
Saturday evening performance. 

I Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday 
I morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 


Theatre Showstopper from £209. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham 
New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday 
morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights 
stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 


Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 
Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for 
shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance before 
heading back to the hotel for dinner and a disco (conditions apply). Or 
the Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer 
London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). 

Pick ups points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply, for all breaks 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


M?SS 

Saigo n 


wtx. 


For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Contemporary canalside 
apartment up for rent 



A TWO bedroomed flat in Albion 
Street, South Bank, Wolverhampton 
overlooks the canal and is furnished 
to a high standard. It is available to 
rent through Whitegates at £600 pcm. 

Attractively designed and neutrally dec¬ 
orated throughout, it has an open plan 
living area with fitted kitchen with light 
wood units and contrasting cream work¬ 
ing surfaces including a cooker, washer/ 
dryer, fridge freezer, a fully tiled modern 
bathroom with a shower over the bath and 
shower screen, an en suite shower room 
and wardrobe to the master bedroom, dou¬ 
ble glazing and electric heating. 

The property also comes with a parking space. 
For further information contact Whitegates on 
01902 429035 or visit www.whitegates.co.uk 




No chain 
priced at 

AN improved and extended three bed- 
roomed semi-detached house in Hunt¬ 
er Crescent, Walsall has a contemporary 
styled kitchen and ground floor bathroom. 

It is for sale through Paul Dubberley at 
£92,500 with no chain. 

The entrance hallway has staircase off it 
There is a lounge with wood effect floor¬ 
ing, a dining room with wood effect floor¬ 
ing, a kitchen with a tiled floor, units and an 
oven and hob, bathroom with a white suite, 
bedroom one with a walk-in wardrobe, two 
further bedrooms with wood effect flooring 
At the front of the house is a front lawn, 
driveway with off road parking and a ga¬ 
rage. There is a rear garden. 

For further information contact Paul 
Dubberley on 01922 241100 or visit www. 
pauldubberley.co.uk 


for semi 
£ 95,500 



f?S YOUR MOVE 

The UK’s most visited estate agency website* 

www.your-move.co.uk 

^ w 




• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Integral Garage Driveway Front and Rear Gardens 

• Internal Viewing Recommended 


£ 200,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



• Immaculate Bay Fronted Semi Detached Property EPC Rating E 

• Lounge Kitchen-Dining Room 

• Three Bedrooms Shower Room 

• Benefitting From A Gas Central Bleating System and Double Glazing 

• Block Paved Driveway Large Rear Garden Garage To The Rear 

£ 152,500 QUINTON® 0121 421 7766 



• Extended Semi Detached Property EPC Rating C 

• Through Lounge Separate Dining Room Fitted Kitchen 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Tarmac and Lawn To Front Garden To The Rear 

• Well Presented Properly Internal Viewing Recommended 

£ 175,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 


£ 145,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



• Traditional Bay Fronted Semi Detached Property EPC Rating D 
• Lounge Dining Room Fitted Kitchen 
• Three Bedrooms Family Bathroom W/c 
• Driveway To Front Large Garden and Detached Garage To The Rear 
• Properly Benefits From No Upward Chain Viewing Recommended 

£ 174,950 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Garage Drive Gardens To Front Rear and Side 
• Cul-ae-sac Location Viewing Recommended 

£ 140,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



• Lounge Dining Room Kitchen 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom Separate W/c 
• Block Paved Drive Large Rear Garden Double Garage To The Rear 
• Internal Viewing Recommended 

offers over £170,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 


• Lounge Dining Room Fitted kitchen Cloakroom W/c 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Property Benefits From A Gas Central Heating System and Double Glazing 
• Front and Rear Gardens Detached Garage 

£ 130,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 




• Mid Terrace Property EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Dining Room Fitted Kitchen 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Driveway To The Front Garden To The Rear 
• Well Presented Property Internal Viewing Recommended 

£ 120,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



• Three Bedrooms 
• Property Benefits From 

• Side Garage 

£ 1 59,950 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



• Semi Detached Property EPC Rating E 
• Through Lounge Dining Room Conservatory Kitchen 
• Three Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Shared Drive Leading To Garage Front and Rear Gardens 
• Benefits From Having No Upward Chain 

£ 120,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



• First Floor Maisonette EPC Rating F 
• Lounge Kitchen Two Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Double Glazing Night Storage Heating 
• Well Maintained Communal Gardens 
• Cul-de-sac Location Internal Inspection Recommended 

£ 90,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



• Detached Bunaalow EPC Rating D 

• Lounge Dining/Kitchen Double Bedroom Bathroom W/c 

• Property Benefits FromDouble Glazing and A Gas Central Healing System 
• Off Road Parking and Courtyard Garden 

• Deceptively Spacious Properly Viewing Recommended 

£ 90,000 QUINTON ©0121 421 7766 



• Grd Floor Retirement Apartment EPC Rating C 

• Lounge Kitchen Two Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Communal Gardens Non Allocated Parking Area 

• Only Available To Over 55's 
• Benefits From Having No Upward Chain 

£ 80,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



• Spacious Ground Floor Apartment EPC Rating D 

• Lounge/Dining Room Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 

• Property Has A Private Rear Garden and Allocated Parking 
• Internal Viewing Recommended No Upward Chain 

£ 80,000 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



• Extended Ground Floor Flat EPC Rating D 
• Open Plan Living/Dining Room and Kitchen 
• Two Bedrooms Bathroom W/c 
• Enclosed Rear Garden 

• Internal Viewing Recommended To Appreciate Accommodation 

£ 79,950 QUINTON © 0121 421 7766 



19 Waterside Court Oldbury B69 4QT We are acting in the sale of the 
above property and have received an offer of £82,500 Any interested 
party must submit any higher offer in writing to the selling agent before 
an exchange of contracts takes place. Your Move, 536 Hagley Road 
West Oldbury (Quinton) B68 OBZ 0121421 7766. EPC rating C. 

QUINTON ©0121 421 7766 


sales lettings mortgages 


Quinton 

536 Hagley Road West, B68 OBZ 0121 4217766 


/4RLN 


































































Goodchilds 

Estate Agents & Lettings 


vww.goodchtld5-uk.com 
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• Garage 
Conversion 

• Downstairs WC 

• SORRY NO 
DHSS 


» Sixth Floor 
One Bedroom 
Furnished 
Apartment 
* Lift Access 



• Semi Detached 
House 

• Three 
Bedrooms 

• Two Reception 



► Three 

Bedrooms Semi 
Detached 

► Garage 

► Off Road 



• Three Bedrooms 
Semi Detached 

» Gas Central 
Heating 

• Off Road Parking 

• Fully Fitted 


Kitchen 

• Located in the 
Victoria Mews 
Estate 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


• Four Bedroom 
Semi Detached 
House 

• Gas Central 
Heating 


• Off Road Parking 

• Cul De Sac 
Location 

• SORRY NO 
DHSS 


Wednesbury 

VICARAGE ROAD 



• Three Bedrooms 
Terraced House 

» Double Glazing 

• Gas Central 
Heating 


• Modern Throught 
Out 

• Fully Fitted 
Kitchen 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


Wednesbury 

THE AVENUE 



• Second Floor 

Bathroom 

Apartment 

• Double Glazing 

• Two Bedrooms 

• SORRY NO 

• Family 

DHSS 

£475 pem 


BEST MIDLANDS 

GS 

AGENT 2014 


Wednesbury 

MYVOD ROAD 


■\ r 



* Two Bedroom • Electric 

Apartment Heating 

* Double 

Glazing • SORRY NO 

* Fitted Kitchen 


DHSS 


Tipton 

THUNDERBOLT WAY 



» Two Bedroom Heating 

Apartment • Fully Fitted 

• Allocated Kitchen 

Parking • SORRY NO 

» Electric DHSS 


^ Wednesbury ' 


FREEAAAN ROAD 



• Three 
Bedrooms 
Terraced House 

• Gas Central 
Heating 


• Paved Rear 
Garded 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• SORRY NO 
DHSS 


Darlaston 

CASTLE STREET 



• Two Bedroom 
End Terrace 

• Double 
Glazing 

Gas Central 



MIDLANDS 

) LANDS MIDLANDS 

Lf MIDLANDS 



No Set Up Fees • No Re-let Fees 

6 Month Rent Guarantee Free Of Charge 


Darlaston 

PEEL CLOSE 

p 



* Two Bedroom 
Mid Terraced 

* Private 
Garden 

Fully Fitted 



West Bromwich 

HARVILLS HAWTHORN 



• Three Bedrooms 
Semi Detached 
House 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central 


Heating 

• Off Road Parking 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• DHSS 
ACCEPTED 


West Bromwhich 

CRANKHALL LANE 



» One Bedroom • Designated 
» Entrance Parking 

Hallway • SORRY NO 

Lounge _ DHSS 


Wednesbury 

ADDISON TERRACE 



• Ground Floor • Family 

Apartment Bathroom 

• One Bedroom • SORRY NO 

• Lounge/Diner DHSS 


Wednesbury 

BASSET ROAD 



Three Bedrooms Fitted Kitchen 

Semi Detached Close amenities 

Gas Central DHSS 

Heating _ ACCEPTED 


Booth Street 

DARLASTON 



• Ground Floor 

• Fully Lit Cellar 

One Bedroom 

• Off Road Rear 

Apartment 

Parking 

• Fully Fitted 

• SORRY NO 

Kitchen 

DHSS 

V_'H£- 


King Hill Mews 

DARLASTON ROAD 



* Ground Floor 
One Bedroom 
Apartment 

* Fully Fitted 
Kitchen 


• Off Road Parking 

• Gas Central 
Heating 

• SORRY NO 
DHSS 


^ Wednesbury ^ 


TALBOT HOUSE 



» One Bedroom Town Centre 

Flat • MORE FLATS 

» One Months AVAILABLE 

Deposit • DHSS 

Wednesbury ACCEPTED 


The Sunday Tries 
Estate Afeocy of the 
fear Award Wnnirq 
Goode Midi Tamm* 



Goodchilds award winning service 

Free 6 month rent Guarantee 
No setup fees & Free EPC 





Call for your Free Valuation 0121 -506-7670 or 0121 -358-0021 

or visit Goodchilds Estate Agents, 16 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
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NEW 


0121 


420 4646 



Derek Spires 


ESTATE AGENTS 


'Tr aditional valuoa, 
^od am tacnniane^ 



50 GALTON ROAD, BEARWOOD 

•Superbly 
presented and 
extended 
•Virtually double 
glazed throughout 
•Gas centrally 
heated 
•Close to 
Lightwoods Park 
■ and Warley Woods 
™ •Vestibule & hall 
■j with original minton 

I •Three bedrooms 
I and bathroom 

■ •Through lounge 
I and extended 

■ kitchen/dining room 
I •Downstairs 
I cloakroom 
1 ©Neatly laid out 
I garden to the rear 

■ ©INTERNAL 
I INSPECTION A 

■ ' ——- - J MUST 

•ENERGY 
RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £199,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



267 WEST BOULEVARD, QUINTON 


• Double glazed, centrally heated and alarmed 

• FOUR bedrooms and washroom/WC to the 
first floor 

• Hall, spacious inter-communicating lounge/ 
dining room, extended kitchen and bathroom 
downstairs 

•Gardens with off-street parking for 4/5 cars 

• Easy reach Harborne village, 

Birmingham University and QE Hospital 
•Some general upgrading required 

• ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £149950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



148 HALES LANE, SMETHWICK 


•Gas central heating and PVC double glazing 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom 
•Hall, spacious lounge & kitchen/breakfast 
room 

•Downstairs cloakroom 

•Neatly laid out gardens to front and rear 

•Ideal family home 

• ALL SERIOUS OFFERS CONSIDERED 
OFFERS BASED ON £129,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



15 PERRY COURT, OLDBURY 


•Ground floor warden controlled flat 
•Electric storage heating 
•Double glazing 
•Spacious lounge and kitchen 
•Two bedrooms 

•Allocated parking and communal gardens 
•Designated for over 60s (55+ with a disability) 
•ENERGY RATING: C 
OFFERS IN EXCESS OF £55,000 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



Viewings Bearwood office 



ROSEFIELD ROAD, SMETHWICK 


|PVC double 
glazed 
|Two double 
bedrooms 
•Bathroom 
with individual 
shower 
compartment 
•Two reception 
rooms 

•Neatly laid out 
garden to the 
rear 

•Off-street 
parking 
• Ideal FTBS 
•ENERGY 
FtATING : E 
•NO CHAIN 

OFFERS BASED ON £102,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



15 EMBASSY ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Modern freehold end town house 

•Gas centrally heated 

•PVC double glazed 

•Two double bedrooms and bathroom 

•Hall, spacious lounge & kitchen/breakfast room 

•Off-street parking and garden to the rear 

•Ideal FTBs 

•INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
OFFERS BASED ON £134,500 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



1 SHELLEY HOUSE, HERITAGE 


•Superbly presented ground floor flat 
•Gas centrally heated & PVC double 
glazed 

•Two double bedrooms 

• Bathroom with shower 

• Kitchen to include oven and hob 
•Through lounge/dining room with balcony 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

IENERGY RATING : C 

OFFERS BASED ON 82,500 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



17 GAIETY HOUSE, SMETHWICK 


Derek Spires Estate Agents are now in 
receipt of an offer for the sum of £60,000 for 
Gaiety House, 17 Regent Street, Smethwick 
B66 3BF. 

Anyone wishing to place an offer on the 
property should contact Derek Spires Estate 
Agents 01214204646 before exchange of 
contracts. 

• •• CHAIN FREE ••• 

•CHAIN FREE 

• ENERGY RATING : C 

OFFERS BASED ON £64,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



Viewing Bearwood Office 


AUCTION 



DO YOU NEED AN IMMEDIATE 
EXCHANGE OF CONTRACTS, 
EARLY COMPLETION AND THE 
BEST OPEN MARKET PRICE? 


Derek Spires Auction Sales have been selling 
successfully for our 35 years 


Contact 

Derek Spires or Steven Baker 
on 0121 4204646 
to enter our next sale on 
MONDAY 8 th SEPTEMBER 2014 

Simply A Great Way To Sell 



310 GILLOTT ROAD, EDGBASTON 


•Substantial 
semi-detached 
residence 
•Centrally 
heated and 
double glazed 
■Ideal 
investment 
opportunity 
•FIVE self- 
contained flats 
•Easy access 
Birmingham city 
centre 

•EPC Rating 
D/E 

• INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 


OFFERS BASED ON £249,500 



•Two double 
bedrooms & 
occasional 
bedroom 3/leisure 

•Impressive fully 
fitted split level 
bathroom 
•Hall, sitting room 
and dining room 
•Kitchen, laundry 
& downstairs W.C. 
•Gardens front 
and rear 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £149,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



32 TALBOT ROAD, BEARWOOD 

Occupying a popular 
and established 
residential location 
I within easy reach 
| of Bearwood town 
[ centre, a deceptively 
I spacious traditional 
A style freehold 
T 1 villa residence 
I offering well 

■ heated and mostly 

■ double glazed 
I accommodation 
I to include three 
I bedrooms, through 
I lounge/dining room, 
I kitchen, shower 
I room and separate 
I cloakroom, having 
I comprehensive day- 
I to-day amenities 
I readily accessible 
I and providing 
m easy access to 

Birmingham city 
centre. 

OFFERS BASED ON £124,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



44 SYDNEY ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•PVC double glazed 
•Gas centrally heated 
•Three bedrooms 
•Fully tiled shower room 
•Spacious lounge 
•Kitchen/breakfast room 
•Downstairs cloakroom 
•Off-street parking 

OFFERS BASED ON £124,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



343 TITFORD ROAD, OLDBURY 


• Ground floor flat 

• Good motorway links 

• 2 bedrooms 

• Open plan lounge/kitchen 

OFFERS BASED ON £107,500 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



48 UNKETTS ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Double glazed (where specified) 

|Gas centrally heated 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom 
•Hall, lounge, dining room and kitchen 
•Downstairs cloakroom 
•Off-street parking 
• In need of modernisation 
•ENERGY RATING : E 
•SEPTEMBER AUCTION 

GUIDE PRICE £85,000 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



22 DOROTHY ROAD, SMETHWICK 

•Gas centrally 
heated and PVC 
double glazed 
•Three 

bedrooms and 
bathroom 
•Hall, lounge 
and kitchen/ 
breakfast room 
•Off-street 
parking for two 
cars 

•Ideal FTBs 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £119,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


| 55 MILCOTE ROAD 

, BEARWOOD 


• Beautifully 
improved traditional 
freehold villa 

• Immaculate, gas 
centrally heated & 
double glazed 
•Two double 
bedrooms 

•A most impressive 
expensively 
equipped bathroom 
to include individual 
oversize shower 
•26ft through 
lounge/dining room 

• Impressive 
refitted kitchen/ 
breakfast room 

• Laid out gardens 

• INTERNAL 
INSPECTION 
ABSOLUTELY 
ESSENTIAL 



RATING : G 

| OFFERS BASED ON £179,950 | 

Viewings Bearwood Office 



35 ST. MARKS ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Gas centrally heated 
•Virtually PVC double glazed throughout 
•Three bedrooms and fully tiled bathroom 
•Hall, two reception rooms and kitchen 
•Downstairs cloakroom & verandah 
•Side garage 

•Off-street parking for two/three cars 
•Ideal family home 

OFFERS BASED ON £139,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



|Gas centrally heated & PVC double glazed 
|Three bedrooms 

|Bathroom with Mira shower & Separate W.C. 
|Through lounge/dining room 
j Refitted kitchen 

j Nicely presented garden to the rear 
joff-street parking for three/four cars 
IINTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 
IENERGY FtATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £165,000 



36 ALEXANDER ROAD, SMETHWICK 


• Gas centrally heated & PVC double 
glazed 

•Three bedrooms and bathroom 
•Spacious lounge & kitchen/breakfast room 

• Downstairs cloakroom 

• Neatly laid out garden to the rear 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

• Ideal FTBs 

• ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £114,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



25 SHERWOOD ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•End terraced 
property 
•Gas centrally 
heated & PVC 
double glazed 
•3 bedrooms 
and bathroom to 
first floor 
•Through 
lounge/dining 

•Kitchen / 
breakfast room 
• Ideal family 
home 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £152,000 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


www.derekspiresandco.com 
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imposing bungalow has 
had lots of improvements 

gas central heating and double glazing. 
There is a lounge, dining room, break¬ 
fast kitchen, a side lobby wit WC, utility 
and lean-to verandah. There is a garage 
and a driveway. 

Contact Steventon Estates on 01902 
753131 or visit www.steventon-estates. 
co.uk 



AN imposing traditional three 
bedroomed detached bunga¬ 
low in Horsehills Drive, Comp¬ 
ton, Wolverhampton, is ideal 
for retired people. 

It is for sale through Steventon 
Estates at £259,950 with no chain. 

The substantially improved home has 



BBartrams 


TEL. 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 


BANKFIELD ROAD, DY4 OEY 


HAMPSHIRE ROAD, B71 2PR 


PENNYHILL LANE, B71 3RW 


CHARLEMONT ROAD, B71 3HX ■ HOLLYHEDGE ROAD, B71 3AH 



• A Semi Detached Property 

• Majority Double Glazing 

• Majority Central heating 

• Two Reception Rooms 

» Freehold, No Upward Chain 
£109,950 


II fli 





» A Semi Detached Property 
»Two Bedrooms 
• Could Be Converted To Three 
» Large Rear Garden 
» Freehold 

£114,950 



> A Detached Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

> Upstairs Family Bathroom 


► Central Heating 

► EPC RATING D 

► Freehold 


£179,950 


EBRINGTON ROAD LAND, B71 1AB ■ HEATH LANE, B71 2BH 


CHARLEMONT AVENUE, B71 3BY ■ ARLINGTON ROAD, B71 1AA 


r 




» Land Rear Of Ebrington Road 
» Land For Sale 

» Outline Consent For Four Bungalows 
» Sought After Location 
> Plans Available On Request 

£150,000 


m 


V ti*' 


»A Detached Property 
» Six Bedrooms 

» Two Reception Rooms And Freehold 
» Garage At Rear, Freehold 
. EPC RATING F 

£289,950 



» A Semi Detached Property 
»Three Bedrooms 
»Three Reception Rooms 
»Two Bathrooms 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
£189,950 



> A Semi Detached Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

> Kitchen/Diner 

> Two Reception Rooms 

. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
£179,950 


CHERRY TREE AVENUE, WS5 4JL 



• A Semi Detached Property 
»Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Central Heating, Freehold 
. EPC RATING D 

£145,000 


BBartrams 

Landlords Urgently Required! 

For Your Free Property Valuation 
Contact Our Office Today! 

it 

T: 0121 601 9370 E: enquiries@bartrams.com 




> A Semi Detached Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

> Central Heating 

» Conservatory & Garage At Rear 

> EPC RATING E, Freehold 

£169,950 


PENNYHILL LANE, B71 3RW 



> A Semi Detached Property 
»Three Bedrooms 

»Two Reception Rooms 

> Central Heating 

> EPC RATING E 

£159,950 


BUSTLEHOLME LANE, B71 3BQ ■ DAVID HARMAN DRIVE, B71 3RH ■ SHERIDAN STREET, B71 4EF 



» A Detached Dormer Bungalow 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 
» En-suite 

• Garage 

£295,000 



» A Smartly Presented Apartment 
»One Bedroom 

» Central Heating & Double Glazed 
»Ideal First Time Buy 
» Sought After Location 

£115,000 



» A Mid Terrace Property 
»Two/Three Bedroomed 
»Two Reception Rooms 
» Downstairs Shower Room 
. EPC RATING F, Freehold 
£99,950 



SOLLY GROVE, DY4 OHS 


• Maisonette For Let 

• One Bedroom 

• Double Glazed & Central Heating 

• Available To View Now 

• Credit Check Required 

£400 PCM £400 DEPOSIT 



> A One Bedroom Apartment 

> Fully Furnished 

» Viewing Be Appointment Only 

> No Pets, No Smokers 

> Available Now 

£450 PCM £450 DEPOSIT 



» A Semi Detached Property 
»Three Bedrooms 
»Central Heating 
»Two Reception Rooms 
. EPC RATING C, Freehold 
£159,950 


EBRINGTON ROAD, B71 1 AB 



» A Semi Detached Property 
»Three Bedrooms 
»Two Reception Rooms 
* Central Heating & Double Glazed 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
£149,950 


ANDREW ROAD, B71 3QP 



> A Semi Detached Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

» Central Heating, Double Glazing 
» Freehold Being Purchased 
. EPC RATING D, No Upward Chain 
£124,950 


BEACONVIEW ROAD, B71 3PS 



» A Ground Floor Maisonette 
»Two Bedrooms 

* Central Heating 

» Viewing By Appointment Only 

* Available Now 

£450 PCM £450 DEPOSIT 


E-mail:enquires@bartrams.com 


nghtmova^ 


Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, July 3, 2014 

































































































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, July 3, 2014 



An impressive, executive 
four-bedroomed house 


THIS impressive, executive 
four bedroomed detached 
house in Wentworth Grove, 
Perton, Wolverhampton 

It is for sale through Your 
Move at £294,000. 

It has gas central heating and 
double glazing. There is a lounge, 
separate dining room, conservatory, 


breakfast kitchen with appliances, 
utility room (which is part of the ga¬ 
rage), en suite shower room to the 
master bedroom and a further bath- 
room/WC with a separate shower . 
There is an enclosed rear garden and 
double garage. 

Contact Your Move on 01902 
305665 or visit www.your-move. 
co.uk 




Taylors 



KINGSWINF0RD 

| 

BRIERLEY HILL 



818 High Street 

01384 401777 


84-86 High Street 

01384 265265 


■ 

STOURBRIDGE 


BEARWOOD 

■ 


85 High Street 

01384 395555 


129 Poplar Road 

0121 434 4345 


■ 

HALESOWEN 

■ ■ 

SEDGLEY 

■ 


2A Dudley Street 

01902 880888 


Visit us at our website 
www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 


EDGBASTON 



Stanmore Road 

A rare opportunity to acquire an extremely 
spacious, well proportioned home, 
conveniently situated within this popular 
neighbourhood, handy for gaining access to 
Birmingham City Centre, offering flexible living 
accommodation throughout, requiring internal 
inspection, currently providing 8 individual 
rooms (each with fitted kitchenette area), 
shower room and w.c on the ground floor, 
bathroom and w.c on the first floor and shower 
room with w.c on the second floor. Outside is 
a pleasant rear garden. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. 
EPC rating E. BEARWOOD OFFICE 0121 434 
4345. 

Offersa round £325,000 


SMETHWICK 


CM3 


& 1 W 1 


MUST BE VIEWED 


Montague Road 

An opportunity to acquire an extremely 
spacious, well presented, modern, 6 
BEDROOMED family home conveniently 
situated, having gas radiator heating, double 
glazing and briefly comprising Porch, 
entrance hall (with downstairs w.c off), 
delightful lounge (double doors to), dining 
room, fitted kitchen (having integral oven/hob), 
super spacious conservatory/garden room, 6 
bedrooms (master with shower room en-suite), 
house bathroom, garage and pleasant rear 
garden. MUST BE VIEWED TO BE FULLY 
APPRECIATED. EPC rating C. BEARWOOD 
OFFICE 0121 434 4345. 

Offers around £279,950 


OLDBURY 



Apollo Road 

An attractively presented, spacious, 
thoughtfully improved 3 bedroomed 
intermediate terraced property conveniently 
situated for local amenities and facilities, 
requiring internal inspection, having gas 
radiator heating, double glazing and briefly 
comprising Entrance hall, attractive 
lounge, fitted breakfast kitchen (with integral 
oven/hob), utility, downstairs bathroom, 3 
good sized bedrooms and pleasant rear 
garden. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC rating 
D. BEARWOOD OFFICE 0121 434 4345. 

Offers around £132,950 


WARLEY WOODS AREA, OLDBURY 



Wheatley Road 

A chance to acquire a spacious, well presented 
and considerably improved 3 bedroomed semi 
detached property, conveniently situated within 
this popular neighbourhood, handy for Warley 
Woods/Golf course, truly requiring internal 
inspection, having gas radiator heating, double 
glazing and briefly comprising Entrance hall, 
delightful lounge, super fitted kitchen (with 
integral oven/hob and integrated fridge and 
dishwasher), utility, attractive conservatory, 
3 bedrooms, bathroom, off road parking and 
delightful, well maintained rear garden. MUST 
BE VIEWED. EPC rating E. BEARWOOD 
OFFICE 0121 434 4345. 

Offers around £172,950 



Pinkney Place 

A deceptively spacious, well presented 
3 bedroomed semi detached property 
conveniently situated and requiring 
internal inspection, having double 
glazing, majority gas radiator heating 
and briefly comprising Entrance 
vestibule, attractive lounge, breakfast 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, off 
road parking, garage/useful store 
and pleasant rear garden. VIEWING 
ESSENTIAL. EPC rating E. BEARWOOD 
OFFICE 0121 434 4345. 

Offers around £118,000 


OLDBURY 



Suffolk Close 

A rare opprtunity to acquire a spacious, delightfully presented and 
considerably improved 3 bedroomed detached property, occupying 
a pleasant cul-de-sac position, having gas radiator heating, double 
glazing and briefly comprising :- Entrance hall (with downstairs w.c 
off), delightful lounge, separate dining room, attractive conservatory, 
fitted kitchen (having oven/hob), 3 bedrooms (all with fitted wardrobes), 
re-fitted shower room, drive providing off road parking for several 
vehicles, garage and pleasant, well maintained rear garden. VIEWING 
ESSENTIAL. EPC rating C. BEARWOOD OFFICE 0121 434 4345. 

Offers around £194,950 


OLDBURY 



Cumberland Road 

An attractively presented, thoughtfully 
improved, 2 bedroomed end position 
family home, conveniently situated within 
this established neighbourhood and 
requiring internal inspection to be fully 
appreciated, having gas radiator heating, 
double glazing and briefly comprising 
Entrance hall, delightful through lounge/ 
dining area, fitted kitchen (with oven/hob), 2 
good sized bedrooms, attractive bathroom 
and pleasant rear garden. VIEWING 
ESSENTIAL. EPC rating D. BEARWOOD 
OFFICE 0121 434 4345. 

Offers around £110,000 


SMETHWICK 


* 1 


NO UPWARD CHAIN 


Fenton Street 

Deceptively spacious, 2 bedroomed 
intermediate terraced property 
convenient for local shopping 
facilities, requiring internal 
inspection and briefly comprising 
Front reception room, useful 
cellar, rear reception room, kitchen, 
2 bedrooms, bathroom and rear 
garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC 
rating F. BEARWOOD OFFICE 0121 
434 4345 

Offers around £100,000 


Semi features modern kitchen 


AN improved and extended three-bed- 
roomed semi-detached house in Hunter 
Crescent, Walsall has a contemporary styled 
kitchen and ground floor bathroom. 

It is for sale through Paul Dubberley at £92,500 
with no chain. 

It has an entrance hallway with staircase off, a lounge 
with wood effect flooring, a dining room with wood effect 
flooring, a kitchen with a tiled floor, units and an oven and 
hob, bathroom with a white suite, bedroom one with a walk 
in wardrobe, two further bedroomsg. Call Paul Dubberley 
on 01922 241100 or visit www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


TO LET 

NEW BUILD PREMISES 
CHURCH STREET, OLDBURY 
In Shell Form 


9 0 fP 

01 DO 


IDEAL FOR RESTAURANT/TAKEAWAY 
WITH A5 PLANNING APPROVAL 

Other uses will be considered 
Terms Negotiable 
For further details contact: 


11 Church Street 
OLDBURY 
B69 3AD 
0121 552 6171 




Ehgwodd 


Entries invited for our 
next auction 


Do you want to sell your 
property quickly? 


Property 




LATEST HOMES 


FOR SALE 


AND TO LET 


Don’t miss the deadline! 


Get your free no obligation auction appraisal 


Birmingham & The South 

T: 0121 233 5046 


W: cpbigwood.com 

The Midlands’ leading auctioneers 


Black Country & The North 

T: 07830 375 823 


@CPBigwood 


WEDNESDAY 


To advertise in 
Property call our 
experienced 
sales team on 

01902 319627 
or email 
property® 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 

















































































































SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Successfully letting homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country & 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 
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Tipton 

Harper Grove 

• Four bed semi •Fully fitted kitchen 

•GCH & DG •Downstairs WC 

• Lounge with juliet ©Garage 

balcony ©Rear garden 


West Bromwich 

Greets Green Road 


Tipton 

Bean Drive 


Wednesbury 

Blenheim Drive 


•Two bed terraced 
house 
•GCH 

•Double glazing 


• Modern kitchen 

• Bathroom with shower 
•Yard storage shed 

• Rear garden 


•Two bed second floor 
apartment 
•Unfurnished 
•Spacious lounge 


• Fully fitted kitchen with 
appliances 

• Bathroom with bath and 
shower 


•Two bed first floor 
apartment 

• Part furnished 

• Double glazed 


• Fully fitted open plan 
kitchen 

• Communal gardens 
•Tipton office 




| TENANTS! | 

£ 150 * 


Tipton 
Oak Close 


Sedgley 

High Holborn 


Coseley 


•One bed ground floor ©Kitchen with 
flat appliances 

• Private residential area •Bathroom with shower 

• Hall & lounge ©Viewing recommended 


•Three bedroom cottage ©Freshly decorated 
•Convenient to Sedgley throughout 
village ©Newly fitted kitchen 

•GCH & DG ©Utility room 


ey 

Ettingshall Road 

•Two bed apartment ©Low flush W/C 

•Kitchen area with ©Storage heaters 

integrated appliances ©Double glazing 
• Breakfast bar ©Security entry system 


Coseley 
Castle Street 


•Two bed first floor flat 
•Electric heated 
•DG 

•Communal garden 
•Unfurnished 
•Tipton office 




FOR UP TO THREE APPLICANTS 
*£50.00 PER ADDITIONAL 
APPLICANT 


INCLUDES: 

- Credit Checks - 
Inventory - First Lease 


A SECURITY DEPOSIT 
EQUIVALENT TO SIX WEEKS 
OF THE RENT IS REQUIRED 


homes2let@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (option 2) 


bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 
wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 
willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 


bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 
greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 
lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (Option 2) 



A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 




0121 4299986 


oulsnam 


Incorporating Laing & Co 


Melville Hall, Edgbaston ] f Titford Road, Oldbury 



OrolHidtmori 




www.oulsnam.net 
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WODEN ROAD SOUTH 

• SPLENDIDLY LOCATED THREE BED SEMI 

• KITCHEN WITH APPLIANCES 

• CONDENSING CENTRAL HEATING 

• DOUBLE GLAZING 

• VACANT POSSESSION 

• IDEAL FDR SCHOOLS & TRANSPORT NETWORK 

• GATED OFF ROAD PARKING 


BAGNALLS WHARF 

• TWO YEAR OLD SEMI IN SOUGHT AFTER CUL DE SAC LOCATION 

• THREE EXCELLENTLY PROPORTIONED BEDROOMS 

• IDEAL FAMILY HOME 

• LOUNGE & DINING ROOM 

• ATTRACTIVE GARDENS WITH DECKING 

• DRIVEWAY & GARAGE 

• IMMACULATE THROUGHOUT 


SKITTS 


We Value Your Home 


PROPERTY OF THE WEEK 


WEDNESBURY 

FREEMAN ROAD 


OFFERS £158,995 


OFFERS £119,950 


OFFERS £96,950 


FREE MARKET APPRAISALS - Call us now on 0121 505 1818 


OFFERS £134,950 


OFFERS £145,995 


OFFERS £124,950 


OFFERS £119,950 


Offers £74,995 


OFFERS £154,995 


OFFERS £149,950 


FEATURED PROPERTY 


WEDNESBURY 

SWALLOW CLOSE 


> THREE BED LINK DETACHED 

> SHOW HOME CONDITION 
* SUPERB LOCATION 

» RE FITTED KITCHEN & 
BATHROOM 


• DOUBLE GLAZING 

• CENTRAL HEATING 

• PARKING & GARAGE 

• NO UPWARD CHAIN 


rightmove* 

I The UK’s number one property wet 


7ocp4a.co.uk 




Our friendly, professional, experienced and motivated sales personnel will guide you through the 
process of moving home from start to finish, offering a refreshing approach, combining 
traditional values with the latest technology. 


MANAGERS CHOICE 


STYLISH THREE BED FAMILY HOME 
IMPROVED WITH RE FITTED 
KITCHEN 

ESTABLISHED LOCATION 
DOUBLE GLAZING 


• CENTRAL HEATING 

• LOVELY REAR GARDEN 

• IDEAL FAMILY HOME OR FIRST 
PURCHASE 

• VIEWING RECOMMENDED 




WEST BROMWICH 

WOOD LANE 

» INDIVIDUAL THREE BED DETACHED HOME 

• WALKING DISTANCE TO WEST BROMWICH TOWN CENTRE 

• IDEALLY PLACED FOR ALL AMENITIES 

» LOUNGE S. DINING KITCHEN WITH BREAKFAST BAR 
» DOWNSTAIRS WC, PARKING S. GARAGE 

• CONDENSING CENTRAL HEATING & DOUBLE GLARING 
» IDEAL FAMILY HOME. VACANT POSSESSION 


wwm 




WEDNESBURY 

CROSS STREET 

• SEMI DETACHED WITH POTENTIAL TO EXTEND 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• LOUNGE & DINING ROOM 

• RE-FITTED SHOWER ROOM 

• OUTBUILDING OFFERING POTENTIAL FOR ENLARGEMENT 

• DRIVEWAY & GARAGE 

• NO UPWARD CHAIN 


IB 


m\ 


WEDNESBURY 

OXFORD STREET 


• SEMI DETACHED HANDY FOR 
AMENITIES 

• THREE REASONABLE BEDROOMS 

• THROUGH LOUNGE/DINING ROOM 

• DOUBLE GLAZING 


• CENTRAL HEATING 

• SIZABLE PLOT WITH LARGE REAR 
GARDEN 

• DRIVEWAY & GARAGE 

• NO UPWARD CHAIN 


WEDNESBURY 


WEDNESBURY 

CHURCHFIELDS ROAD 

• EXTENDED FOUR BEDROOM SEMI 

• LOUNGE & DINING ROOM 

• EXTENDED KITCHEN 

• GARAGE & DRIVEWAY 

• DOUBLE GLAZED S. GAS FIRED CENTRAL HEATING 

• FRONT & REAR GARDENS 

• ALARM SYSTEM 


WEST BROMWICH 

COLES LANE 

• EXTENDED THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 
•TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• EXTENDED KITCHEN 

• DOWNSTAIRS WC 

• CENTRAL HEATING & DOUBLE GLAZING 

• GATED SECURE REAR ACCESS 
•VACANT POSSESSION 
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• IMPRESSIVE DETACHED HOUSE 

• THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• THROUGH LOUNGE/DINING ROOM 

• CONSERVATORY S. RE FITTED KITCHEN 

• UTILITY ROOM S. DOWNSTAIRS WC 

• EN SUITE TO MASTER BEDROOM 

• DOUBLE GLAZING S. CENTRAL HEATING 


SKITTS 


We Value Your Home 


FEATURED PROPERTY 


i 


WEDNESBURY 

MEETING STREET 


► TWO BED 2ND FLOOR 
APARTMENT 

► SPACIOUS WELL KEPT 
ACCOMMODATION 

► DOUBLE GLAZING & 


ELECTRIC HEATING 

• EN SUITE TO MASTER 
BEDROOM 

• ADDITIONAL BATHROOM 

• VIEWING RECOMMOENDED 


OFFERS £89,950 


REGISTER TODAY! 


If you are looking for a quality home in the 

Wednesbury/West Bromwich 

area, look no further! 

We have many new homes coming onto the market 
each week and, if you register with us, you will 
automatically receive property status. 


BEAT THE RUSH, REGISTER WITH US 


We may find the perfect home for you before it hits 
the newspapers or net. 

Are you missing out? 

We sell most of our houses from our register of 
applicants, so, ditch that mouse! 

LET US FIND THAT HOUSE!! 


PROPERTY OF THE WEEK 


WODEN ROAD EAST 

WEDNESBURY 


• BEAUTIFUL DETACHED HOME 

• EXTENDED & THREE BEDROOMS 
► LARGE GARDENS & OFF ROAD 

PARKING 

• TOP OF THE RANGE RE FITTED 


KITCHEN & BATHROOM 

• SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION 

• DOUBLE GLAZING & CENTRAL 
HEATING 

• SPACIOUS CONTEMPORARY FAMILY 


OFFERS £210,000 


FREE MARKET APPRAISALS - Call us now on 0121 505 1818 


rightmovec, 

I The UK’s number one property wet 


7ocp4a.co.uk 




Our friendly, professional, experienced and motivated sales personnel will guide you through the 
process of moving home from start to finish, offering a refreshing approach, combining 
traditional values with the latest technology. 




CORPORATION STREET 

WEDNESBURY 

» AN IMPRESSIVE TRADITIONAL SEMI OF RARE QUALITY 

• TWO BEDROOMS PLUS DRESSER?STUDY?NURSERY AREA 
» BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED 

• RE FITTED KITCHEN & BATHROOM 

• MANY ORIGINAL & RESTORED FEATURES 
» DOUBLE GLAZING & CENTRAL HEATING 

» NO UPWARD CHAIN 


OFFERS £145,000 


JERVOISE STREET 

WEST BROMWICH 

• END TOWN HOUSE CLOSE TG WEST BROMWICH CENTRE 

• 3/4 BEDROOMS OVER THREE STORIES 

• SPACIOUS LOUNGE & FITTED KITCHEN 

• CONDENSING CENTRAL HEATING S. DOUBLE GLAZING 

• PARKING AND GARAGE 

• WELL LOCATED, IDEAL FAMILY HOME 


OFFERS £137,950 


WEST BROMWICH 

ANDREW ROAD 

• SEMI DETACHED HOUSE IN POPULAR LOCATION 

• THREE BEDROOMS 

• GARDENS AND GARAGE 

• SPACIOUS LOUNGE & DINING KITCHEN 

• CENTRAL HEATING, DOUBLE GLAZING & CWI 

• VACANT POSSESSION 

• IDEAL FAMILY OR STARTER HOME 


WALSALL 

DARLASTON ROAD 

• TRADITIONAL SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 

• THREE WELL PROPORTIONED BEDROOMS 

• CORNER LOCATION PROVIDES GARAGE TO SHERIDAN STREET 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• VACANT POSSESSION 

• REQUIRES SYMPATHETIC IMPROVEMENT 

• DOUBLE GLAZED 


OFFER £124,950 


OFFERS £119,500 


WEDNESBURY 

OAKTREE ROAD 

» TRADITIONAL SEMI IN POPULAR LOCATION 
■ THREE BEDROOMS, TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 
» DOUBLE GLAZING & CENTRAL HEATING 
» SOLAR PANELS PROVIDE FEED IN TARIFF 
• 74' GARDEN WITH PATIO & ENCLOSED LAWN 
» PARKING WITH GARAGE 
» NO ONWARD CHAIN 


WEDNESBURY 

BRUNSWICK PARK ROAD 

• SUPERIOR TERRACED HOME IN POPULAR LOCATION 

• LARGE LANDSCAPED REAR GARDEN 

• THREE BEDROOMS [INCLUDING ATTIC ROOM) 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• FITTED KITCHEN WITH APPLIANCES 

• CONSERVATORY & LARGE BATHROOM 

• DOUBLE GLAZING S. CONDENSING CENTRAL HEATING 


DARLASTON 

BELL STREET 


WEDNESBURY 

LEA AVENUE 

• DETACHED BUNGALOW IN SECLUDED LOCATION 

• TWO BEDROOMS, EACH WITH WARDROBES 

• LOUNGE, KITCHEN & SHOWER ROOM 

• VACANT POSSESSION 

• DOUBLE GLAZING & CENTRAL HEATING 

• GARAGE & ADDITIONAL STORAGE/UTILITY 

• PRIVATE LANDSCAPED GARDENS 


OFFERS £124,950 


£124,950 

I OFFERS £174,950 

OFFERS £135,000 
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Timothy Danie ls estates 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY SERVICES 


15 Market Place, 

Great Bridge, Tipton, 
West Midlands. DY4 7AR 
Tel: 0121 557 3989 
Fax: 0121 439 4616 


BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE 


Fully refurbished to a high 
standard, we are offering 
this semi-detached house 
in a much sort after 
location. Accomodation 
comprises, entrance hall, 
lounge with bay window, 
open plan kitchen and 
diner, 2 double bedrooms, 
garden at rear. Front 
driveway and side access. 
Must be viewed. No 
upward Chain. 


Luxuiy Apartment in the 
prestigious Orion Building. 
The building is located in 
the centre of Birmingham 
and has underground 
secure parking and a 
concierge. The apartment 
comprises of a large 
entrance hall, modern 
bathroom with white suite, 
double bedroom with 
dressing area/study, open 
plan lounge with kitchen 
area and balcony. 


Fully fitted hair salon in 
a popular location. To 
include mirrors, trolleys 
and colouring trays/ 
trolleys, Reception Desk 
and Chairs, Kitchen is 
at rear and Kitchen and 
Toilet facilities are shared. 
Must be viewed to be 
appreciated. Rental does 
not include Business 
Rates. 


r : 


Bedsit accomodation comprises lounge/ 
bedroom area with separate kitchen and 
bathrc 


We currently offer a general 
maintenance Service including 
painting and decorating, 
rubbish removals, carpentry, 
plumbing, gutter clearing, 
fencing repairs, drains, 
central heating services, 
Tiling, Carpet Cleaning. 

We offer competitive prices 
and would be happy to give 
you a quote! 


3 


^Property 


Sought after location 


A delightfully presented de¬ 
tached house for sale in Bird 
End, West Bromwich with a 
lovely garden lies in a sought 
after cul-de-sac. 

It is for sale through Paul Dub- 
berley at £265,000. 

Tastefully decorated and fitted 
throughout, it has a porch, an en¬ 
trance hallway, lounge with a bay win¬ 
dow,spacious conservatory, a kitchen, 
inner hallway, downstairs WC three 
bedrooms (two with fitted wardrobes 
with overhead storage) and an attrac¬ 
tive bathroom. 

For further information contact 
Paul Dubberley on 0121 5053533 or 
visit www.pauldubberley.co.uk 



I Kitchen, 2 Double Beds, Bathroom, Garden, 


www.timothydaniels.co.uk info@timothydaniels.co.uk 


p auldubberl ey 

the estate agent 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 

www.pauldubberley.tv 


Wednesbury 0121 222 2301 | Tipton 0121 222 2304 | West Bromwich 0121 222 1307 
Willenhall 01902 505971 | Walsall 01922 460781 | Lettings 0121 222 1308 | Bilston 01902 505974 



n 


A 

pauldubberley 


WE’RE SELLING IN YOUR AREA 
More properties wanted! 





























































































































































LOVEYOUR T 

POSTCODE 


86 Birmingham Street, Oldbury, B69 4EB / 0121 544 9595 

Call us today to arrange your free market appraisal 
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your estate agent 


VOTED IN THE TOP 1% OF UK ESTATE AGENTS FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE 

A hybrid online Express Estate Agency model with a traditional branch approach covering the West Midlands 


All Saints Way, West Bromwich Edwin Phillips Dr, West Bromwich 


Uncle Bens Close, Oldbury 


Bristnall Hall Road, Oldbury 


Summerton Road, Oldbury 


Ashtree Road, Tividale 



In our last 
6 months: 


Qjfclrt - 

Average 


• Modern Three Bedroom Detached 

• 40 Foot Garage 

• New A Rated Windows and Boiler 

• EPC Rating E 

£159,950 


• Three Bedroom Detached Family Home 

• Situated On A Peaceful Cul De Sac 

• Convert Garage into a room 

• EPG Rating D 

£179,950 


• Detached Modern Four Bedroom Home 

• Two Well Presented Reception Rooms 

• Large Conservatory 

• EPC Rating D 

£197,950 


• Large Three Bed Extended Semi 

• Ground Floor Large Extension 

• Conservatory 

• EPC Rating E 

£170,000 


• Modern Second Floor Apartment 

• Open Plan Lounge and Kitchen 

• Large Loft Space 

• EPC Rating B 

£80,000 


• Modern Two Bed Bungalow 

• Large Open Kitchen, Breakfast, [ 

• Modern Family Bathroom 

• EPC Rating E 

£150,000 


agreed 
sale (stc) 
of 13 weeks 


Callaghan Drive, Tividale 


William Kerr Road, Tipton 



Do you want expert advice from ■ 
property guru Amanda Lamb? 


Goode Avenue, Hockley 


• Three Bedroom Mid Terrace Townhouse 

• Ground Floor Downstairs Shower 

• Modern Lounge and Kitchen 

• EPC Rating C 


£145,950 


• Detached Three Bedroom Residence 

• Modern Living and Dining Area 

• Easy to Maintain Rear Garden 

• EPC Rating C 


Throne Road, Rowley Regis 



• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Reduced By £10K 

• Lovely Landscaped Rear Garden 

• EPC Rating E 



Did you know 

*** 

2 out of 3 



Nineveh Road, Handsworth 


houses horn the 
last series sold. 


• Three Bedroom Townhouse 

• Two Bathrooms 

• Open Plan Kitchen/Diner 

• EPC Rating E 

£104,950 


• Three Bedroom Mid Terrace 

• In Need Of Modernisation 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• EPC Rating D 

£70,000 


Navigation Way, Hockley 


Sydney Close, West Bromwich 


Freephone 

0600 862 0871 


• Modern Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Located Off Broad Street 

• Reduced by £10K 

• EPC Rating B 

£154,950 


Producers of Channel 4 Senes 
Selling Houses With Amanda 
Lamo have approached our 
group once again 



Averaging 
within 5% 
of the 

asking price 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached Townhouse 

• Ground Floor Kitchen and Diner 

• Garage and Driveway 

• EPC Rating D 

£155,000 


• Three Bedroom End Terrace Home 

• Garage And Driveway To The Rear 

• Downstairs Wet Room 

• EPC Rating C 

£125,950 


No Sale/ 
No Fee 
No Upfront 
Costs 






w sBr/ 

Latoya Davis Maria Lopez Sukhi Chall AsifKola Catalina Lopez Bobby Singh Ken Parsons Laxmi Patel Krystell Marlow Asia Ali Shinda Singh 


A 
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Cottons 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www. cotton s .co.uk 



58 REDDAL HILL ROAD, 
CRADLEY HEATH 



27 HIGHFIELD ROAD, 


SMETHWICK 



66 ESSEX AVENUE, 
WEST BROMWICH 


Forthcoming 
Auction 



Cottons 


c h a p t r r f p jyiyiYOiii 


Thursday 10th July 2014 

at Trie Aston Villa Footl 


to be held at nie Aston Villa Football Club 



70 Lots 

For full details of our lots available^ 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



1A & LAND ADJ NORTH EAST OF 
BARNFIELD ROAD, TIPTON 



56 REGENT ROAD, 
HANDSWORTH 



7 BUTTRESS WAY, 
SMETHWICK 


5 WATERY LANE, 
SMETHWICK 



19 YORK CRESCENT, 
WEDNESBURY 



1ST & 2ND FLOORS, 

60-72 NEWTOWN ROW, BIRMINGHAM 
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■mm CORSA LIMITED 
EDITION 1.2 LITRE 


• Air conditioning 

• Sports pedals 

• Cruise control 

• Sports suspension 

• Tinted rear windows 



VAUXHALL NETWORK Q USED CARS 


QUALITY USED CARS ••• 


VAUXHALLADAM 

2013/63 Adam 1.4 Slam Extreme 3dr Hatchback, James Blonde, 2000 miles .£11699 

VAUXHALL ANTARA 

2012/62 Antara 2.2 CDTi SE 5dr Hatchback, Carbon Flash, 8310 miles. £16299 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 

2012/12 Astra 1.4 Active 5 Door Hatchback, Technical Grey, 13799 miles. £9499 

2011/11 Astra 1.4 Excite 5 Door Hatchback, Waterworld Blue, 26000 miles £8999 

2010/10 Astra 1.4 Exdusiv 5 Door Hatchback, Technical Grey, 23500 miles £7999 

2012/12 Astra 1.4 GTC SRi Start/Stop 3dr Hatch, Silver Lake, 12000 miles. £11999 

2011 /61 Astra 1.6 Excite 5 Door Hatchback, Carbon Flash, 12000 miles. £9499 

2013/62 Astra 1.6 SE 5 Door Hatchback, Sovereign Silver, 24793 miles. £8999 

2012/62 Astra 1.6 SE 5 Door Hatchback, Sovereign Silver, 23452 miles. £9299 

2011/11 Astra 1.6 SE 5 Door Hatchback Auto, Carbon Flash, 18000 miles. £8999 

2011/11 Astra 1.7 CDTi SE ecoFLEX 5dr Estate, Carbon Flash, 32000 miles. £10499 

2011/11 Astra 1.7 CDTi SRi 5 Door Estate, Technical Grey, 14000 miles. £10499 

2011/11 Astra 1.7 CDTi SRi 5 Door Hatchback, Power red, 16000 miles. £9499 

2010/60 Astra 1.7 CDTi SRi 5 Door Hatchback, Sovereign Silver, 29000 miles....£9699 
2011/11 Astra 1.7 CDTi SRi ecoFLEX 5dr Estate, Carbon Flash, 13000 miles ...£10699 
2013/63 Astra 1.7 Tech Line GT CDTI EcoFlex 5dr Hatch, Asteroid Grey, 7635 m. £13699 

2013/13 Astra 2.0 CDTi SE Sat NavS/S 5dr Estate, Silver Lake, 2851 miles. £14299 

2013/63 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Sat Nav 5dr Estate, Sovereign Silver, 1826 miles.. £14699 

2012/62 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 5434 m £13999 

2011/11 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5dr Hatch, Power Red, 21000 miles. £9999 

2013/13 Astra 2.0 VXR Aero Pack Hatchback, Olympic White, 180 miles. £19999 

2013/63 Astra CDTi SRi EcoFLEX 1.7 Nav 99 C0 2 5dr Hatch, F/C Silver, 5499 m. £13499 

VAUXHALL CORSA 

2013/13 Corsa 1.2 Limited Edition 3dr Hatch, Summit White, 15988 miles. £9999 

2012/12 Corsa 1.2 Limited Edition 3dr Hatch, Summit White, 10661 miles. £9499 

2011/11 Corsa 1.2 Limited Edition 3dr Hatch, Flaming Yellow, 9000 miles. £8499 

2013/13 Corsa 1.2 SE 5 Door Hatchback, Pepper Dust, 14209 miles. £8999 

2013/13 Corsa 1.2 SE 5 Door Hatchback, Asteroid Grey, 10496 miles. £8999 

2013/13 Corsa 1.2 SE 5 Door Hatchback, Asteroid Grey, 11397 miles. £8999 


2013/13 Corsa 1.2 SE 5 Door Hatchback, Crinan Blue, 15442 miles. £7999 

2011/11 Corsa 1.2 SXi 3 Door Hatchback, Sapphire Black, 29050 miles. £6299 

2013/13 Corsa 1.4 Energy 3 Door Hatchback, Crinan Blue, 2480 miles. £8499 

2011/11 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto 5 Door Hatchback, Silver Lake, 20000 miles. £8499 

2011/60 Corsa 1.7 CDTi SE 5 Door Hatchback, Technical Grey, 22600 miles. £8999 

2013/13 Corsa 1.7 CDTi SRi S/Nav+ 3dr Hatch, Carbon Flash, 2162 miles. £ 12299 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 

2012/62 Insignia 2.0 CDTi Elite Nav 5dr Hatch, Technical Grey, 14000 miles.. £14999 

2011/11 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr Hatch, Sovereign Silver, 25000 miles. £10499 

2012/62 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Nav 5dr Estate Auto, Olympic White, 12361 m. £ 15999 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 

2012/12 Meriva 1.4 Excite 5 Door MPV, Carbon Flash, 19900 miles. £7999 

2011/11 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv 5 Door MPV, Star Silver, 13000 miles. £7699 

2011/11 Meriva 1.4 SE 5 Door MPV, Pepper Dust, 6044 miles. £7999 

2011/11 Meriva 1.4 SE 5 Door MPV, Silver Lake, 35000 miles. £6999 

2011/11 Meriva 1.4 Turbo SE MPV, Carbon Flash, 17261 miles. £8499 

2011/11 Meriva 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv 5dr MPV Auto, Sov/Silver, 19000 miles. £7499 

2011/11 Meriva 1.7 CDTi SE 5 Door MPV, Pepper Dust, 19981 miles. £8499 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 

2011/11 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Design ecoFLEX MPV, Flame Red, 13021 miles. £9999 

2011/11 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv ecoFLEX 5dr MPV, Star Silver, 20461 miles. £9299 

2011/11 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv ecoFLEX 5dr MPV, Sov/Silver, 37000 miles. £8499 

2012/62 Zafira 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX Tourer EX S/S 5dr MPV, Sov/Silver, 10 miles. £15999 
2013/63 Zafira 2.0 CDTi SRi Tourer S/S 5dr MPV, Carbon Flash, 6500 miles.... £17999 

OTHER MAKES 

2013/63 Chevrolet Captiva 2.2 VCDi LTZ 5dr Estate Auto, Carbon Flash, 1500 m. £20999 

2011/11 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT 5 Door MPV, Summit White, 8000 miles. £8999 

2011/11 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 LS 5dr Hatchback, Summit White, 20033 miles....£4699 

2010/60 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 LS 5 Door Hatchback, Ice Teal, 17000 miles. £4999 

2011 /61 Chevrolet Spark 1.2 LT 5dr Hatchback, Cocktail Green, 15711 miles ...£5499 
2012/12 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 SE 3 Door Hatchback, Flame Red, 8828 miles. £7499 



BRINDLEY VAUXHALL WEDNESBURY 

57 Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAH 

Also at: Main A5, Cannock WS11 1SH Tel. 01543 406745 


0121 696 4765 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) & C02 emissions. Vauxhall range (excluding Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 
(3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 85.6 (3.3). CO 2 emissions (g/km): 324 - 88g/km. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes & actual performance will depend on driving style, road 
conditions & other non-technical factors. 2014 Vauxhall Corsa Sting: cash price £8996.00, No deposit, amount to finance: £8996.00, interest charges: £0.00, x260 weekly payments: £34.60, total amount 
payable: £8996.00, APR 0% typical. Picture for illustration only. While stocks last. We are licensed credit brokers. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Written details upon request. 


Venture is 
capital idea 
to put a smile 
on your face 

By Anthony Martyn 


A high-end MX-5 special edition, the Sport 
Venture stands out with its light gunmetal 
17in alloy wheels; black, heated leather seats 
and satnav, a model which keeps a tried-and- 
tested formula fresh. It is available with both 
1.8 and 2.0-litre engines with the metal-fold¬ 
ing-roof Roadster-Coupe body style. 

Sales of this variant have dropped off in recent 
times as the market for small cabrios has swelled with 
new arrivals, but Mazda is fighting back with keen val¬ 
ue for money, sticking to a design philosophy that’s 
even more relevant now than when the MX-5 was first 
launched in the UK, 20 years ago. 

Indeed, the brand’s use of lightweight construction and 
fuel-efficient engines has been copied by many rivals look¬ 
ing to share its success. 

The Sport Venture special edition is offered with a choice 
of 126PS 1.8-litre power or a 160PS 2.0-litre unit in Roadster 
Coupe guise. Just the smaller engine is used in the soft top 
variant. 

Neither powerplant makes the car the last word in searing 
pace but you can get to 62mph in 9.9 seconds with the 1.8 
and 7.9 seconds with the 2.0-litre. Straight line speed was 
never what the MX-5 was about, instead majoring on tactili- 
ty, usability, comparatively modest grip levels and a chassis 
that’s helped generations of drivers get to grips with rear- 
wheel drive dynamics. 

Both engines are plenty fast enough to extract some en¬ 
joyment from the MX-5’s sweet chassis. 

The metal folding roof retracts in three sections with no 
impact on boot space. Although it’s tempting to think of 
this car as ‘just a roof’, a lot of thought has clearly gone 
into it. The spring and damper settings are subtly revised to 
take account of the hard top car’s marginally altered weight 
distribution. Thankfully, the roof retracts to a position within 
the wheelbase of the car so that it doesn’t detract too much 
from handling agility. 

Subtle 

Park the Roadster Coupe and the MX-5 soft top next to 
each other and it’s possible to see the subtle way in which 
Mazda has teased out the shape to accommodate the fold¬ 
ing roof. The rear deck of the car sits 40mm higher at the 
rear window line and 20mm higher at the trailing edge of the 
boot, giving it a slightly more hunched and powerful look 
than the soft top. It’s really a very minor change and tough 
to discern in isolation. 

Whereas the average duration for a roof operation of this 
kind tends to be around 22 seconds, Mazda has whittled 
that time back to a mere 12 seconds for the MX-5 Road¬ 
ster Coupe. The driver must unlatch a centre lock and then 
press a button to operate the roof but it can easily be done 
while waiting at lights. Boot capacity is a surprisingly usable 
150-litres whether the roof is up or down. 

With the 1.8-litre Roadster Coupe version of this special 
edition offered at around £21,000, you’re looking at a pre¬ 
mium of around £1,800 over the standard range model. 
There’s also a 160PS 2.0-litre petrol option. The soft-top 
MX-5 Sport Venture costs around £19,000, around £500 
more than the standard SE model. 

The exterior features paint finishes that are unique to 
this model plus bright silver door trims and unique exterior 
badging to create a highly distinctive appearance. 

Other standard kit runs to stainless steel scuff plates, 
body-coloured door handles, side, driver and passenger 
airbags, a CD radio with six speakers, electric windows, 
electric adjustable mirrors with heating function and climate 
control air-conditioning. 

For optimum handling stability, all MX-5 models also fea¬ 
ture dynamic stability control and traction control system.. 

The car’s handling remains as much fun as ever, it offers 
decent value for money and will paint a huge smile on your 
face. 
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Hyundai Birmingham West 

hyundaibirmingham.co.uk - 0121 434 6400 





Hyundai Birmingham Used Car Stock 

Used Hyundai 

ll/ll ilO 5dr 1.2 - Classic White, 25000 miles, Elec Windows, Central Locking 

10/10 i30 5Dr 1.4 - Comfort Red, 51143 miles, REDUCED BY £500 A/C, Elec Windows, C Locking 

09/59 ilO 5Dr 1.2 - Comfort Silver, 11325 miles, LOW MILEAGE, A/C, Elec Windows, Cent Locking 

ll/ll Hyundai ilO Active - Silver, 31495 miles, 2 keepers, air con, elec windows and mirrors 

13/13 i20 5Dr 1.2 - Active Blue, 13357 miles, Elec Windows, Wing Mirrors, Alloys 

12/12 Hyundai 1X35 2.0CRDI 4WD Auto - Silver, 10597 miles, Half leather, cilm con, full elec 

Our Selection 

09/59 Skoda Fabia 1.4 5Dr - Blue, 35118 miles, Air Con, Central Locking, Elec Windows 

00/X Daewoo Lanos 1.4 S - Red, 48072 miles, 12 Months Mot and an oil and filter Service 

10/60 Nissan Note Acenta 1.4 5Dr - Red, 20450 miles, Air Con, Elec Windows & Wing Mirrors 

ll/ll Vauxhall Corsa Excite AC Ecoflex - Black, 27229 miles Bluetooth, Alloys, Elec Windows 

09/09 Clio 1.2 I6v Dynamique 3dr - Blue, 9853 miles, SUPER LOW MILEAGE, Alloys, Air Con 

ll/ll Corsa Sri 1.4 3Dr - Black, 28900 miles, Alloys, Air Con, Sports Styling 

10/10 Nissan Micra Visia - blue, 9595 miles, Air Con, Central Locking, Elec windows and mirrors 

10/10 Mazda 2 1.5 Sport 5dr - Red, 16005 miles, Alloys, Air Con, LOW MILEAGE 

08/58 Fiat Panda Active Eco l.l 5dr - Red, 15552 miles Air Con, Central Locking, Elec Windows 

05/05 Vauxhall Astra Life Estate - Silver, 80452 miles, Air Con, central locking, elec windows 

12/12 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 5dr - Silver, 6779 miles, Alloys, Air Con, Heated Screen, LOW MILEAGE 

4x4 and Prestige 

BMW X5 3.0D M Sport Auto - Blue, 48468 miles, Sat Nav, Bluetooth, 

Full Cream Leather, Alloys Save £1500 

Landrover Range Rover Sport HSE 2.7d - Silver, 59788 miles, Sat Nav, Alloys, 

Bluetooth, Parking Sensors, Heated Screen 

Land Rover Range Rover Stormer LTD ED 2.7d - Grey, 53737 miles, STORMER SPORTS 
STYLING, Sat Nav, Alloys, Climate Control Save £800 

BMW X5 3.0D M Sport 7 seater Auto - Black, 49235 miles, Panoramic Roof, Sat Nav, 
Bluetooth, Full Black Leather, Head Up Display, Alloys Save £1000 
Mercedes E350 Bluef-cy sport CGI 3.5 4d - Silver 49000 miles, Fully loaded spec, 
Climate Control, Alloy wheels, full electrics, remote locking 


£5,895 

£5,295 

£4,995 

£5,995 

£8,495 

£18,995 
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02/52 ASTRA COUPE 1.8 CONVERTIBLE, Star Silver, 38,029 m 
05/05 CORSA1.2 SXi TWINPORT, Black, 39,500 m 
06/56 CORSA EXPRESSION TWINPORT HATCH 3-dr, Blue, 49,808 it 
04/54 SCENIC 1.6 RUSH WT115 Blue, 57,428 m 
05/05 MERIVA BREEZE S-A HATCH 1.6 5-dr, Silver Lightning, 51,584 m 
07/07 NISSAN MICRA SPIRITA 1.3 3-dr, Blue, 60,021 it 
06/06 MERIVA 1.4 ACTIVE, Silver Lightning, 38,974 mi 

05/55 FIESTA ZETEC CLIMATE HATCH 1.2 5-dr, Silver, 48,044 miles. 

04/5 ASTRA 1.6 SXI TWINPORT, Grey, 59291 Miles.... 

07/57 FIAT PUNTO DYNAMIC SPORT 1.4 3-dr, Red, 50,807 m 
05/5 RENAULT SCENIC DYNAMIQUE, 1.4, Grey, 31611 miles.... 

08/08 FORD FIESTA ZETEC BLUE 75 HATCH, 3-dr, White, 58,000 m 
06/06 TIGRA1.4 TWINPORT Black, 45,545 m 
07/07 PEUGEOT 207 S 5-dr, Red, 37,014 milt 


08/08 SUZUKI SWIFT ATTITUDE HATCH 1.0 3-dr, Blue, 44,415 m 

07/57 NISSAN NOTE 1.6 ACENTA 5-dr, Red, 31,800 miles. 

07/07 SUZUKI SWIFT GL 3-dr, White, 27,868 miles. 

10/10 PEUGEOT 107 URBAN HATCH 1.0,5-dr, Grey, 22,867 mile 
07/57 CITROEN Cl VTR+ HATCH 1.0,3-dr, Red, 47,228 miles... 

10/60 CITROEN Cl VTR+ HATCH 1.0 3-dr, Red, 47,228 miles. 

05/5 LANDROVER FREELANCER 1.8 XE 5DR, Blue, 48000 mill 
07/07 ASTRA ELITE 1.8 AUTOMATIC 5 Door, Panacotta, 17,01 
7 VECTRA1.9 SRI CTD1150 Silver, 59,000 miles... 
l\/ 


NOW 

£1995 

£1995 

£2495 

£2695 

£2995 

£2995 

£2995 

£2995 

£3250 

£3250 

£3795 

£3995 

£3995 

£3995 

£4250 

£4295 

£4495 

£4495 

£4695 

£4995 

£4995 

£4995 

£4995 

£4995 

£4995 

£4995 

£4995 

1995 

vU 


11/11ZAFIRA 1.6 DESIGN MPV, Silver, 10/06/2011,15333 miles . 
13/13 ADAM HAT 1.2 JAM, Red, 3050 I 
12/62 ASTRAACTIVE1.4 Red, 15,000 miles., 

13/13 ADAM GLAM 1.2 White, 21,000 miles 
11/11 INSIGNIA 2.0 SRI CDTI AUTOMATIC Grey, 46,980 miles..., 
13/63 MERIVA 1.4i EXCLUSIV lOOps 5-dr, Silver,2,500 mis... 

13/63 ASTRA 1.7i WT SRi, 5-dr, Red, 3006 m 
11/11 INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi SRi SPORTS TOURER White, 21,000m 
13/13 VIVARO LWB VAN 2.0 CDTi 2.9T, White, 8138 miles... 

13/13 VIVARO 2900 SPORTIVE CDTI LWB VAN White, 1, 

13/63 INSIGNIA HATCHBACK 2.0 CDTi SRi 5-dr, Black, 15,000 m 
13/13 VIVARO 2900 COMBI CDTI 9 Seater Mini Bus, White, 22,2! 


...£13,495 +VAT £12,995+VAT 
,. £13995 +VAT 

. £15995 

. £15995 VAT INCLUSIVE 






DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

01384 454100 nTSSJ ' 1 dtctov 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 


Rear-wheel 
drive thrills 
that won’t 
break bank 

By lain Dooley 


The performance-focused 2 Series injects 
some welcome sparkle into BMW’s new com¬ 
pact coupe line-up. 

What’s new?: This M235i variant is the quick ver¬ 
sion of BMW’s new 2 Series Coupe. Since a recent 
naming reshuffle, you’re excused for thinking that 
you’re looking at a 1 Series Coupe. Honestly, this is 
the ‘new’ 2 Series. 

And for buyers seeking proper rear-wheel drive thrills 
without having to sell a kidney, the M235i is the closest most 
of us will get to a similar car sporting an ‘M’ badge. Yes, an 
M2 is on the way but, until then, you’ve got the M235i - like¬ 
ly a more rounded and sensible choice if you’ve only got 
space for one performance BMW in your life. 

Looks and image: It’s not difficult to tell the difference be¬ 
tween this M235i and a cooking diesel variant. The former 
has clearly been at the box marked Shredded Wheat, what 
with its beefy bodykit, low and purposeful stance plus those 
equally businesslike chunky wheels and tyres. 

It’s a little less in-your-face in the car’s cabin, but the 
sports seats, M car-like steering wheel and subtle graphics 
ensure you don’t forget what this car is capable of. Crucially, 
for all the talk about genuine M cars, this M-lite version offers 
a good balance of comfort and sportiness in the real world. 

Space and practicality: If there’s one thing that the M235i 
does share with its slower siblings, it’s the fac 

t that it’s a surprisingly practical car for a compact coupe. 
Granted, space for rear seat occupants is less than great, 
but it boasts a good size boot and there’s ample storage 
space in the cabin for all the tat associated with leading an 
active life. 

Embraced 

Behind the wheel: From being a maker of rev-happy cars, 
BMW has fully embraced turbocharging with its latest range 
of performance motors. 

The M235i is no different, and its 3.0-litre straight-six petrol 
engine benefits from turbocharging to the tune of 322bhp. 
That figure is plenty to get you to the horizon in a hurry, while 
the rasping from the exhaust ensures your journey is always 
entertaining. 

Crucially the M235i is a doddle to drive at modest speeds, 
while pushing harder reveals a car eager to please. Only 
when you really lean on it, does it show its hand as a hoo¬ 
ligan. 

That trick BMW approved tuning bits can be bought to 
further enhance the experience should please the hardcore 
fans, while you’ll also want to pay a little extra for the slick 
eight-speed auto gearbox as the six-speed manual ‘box 
lacks polish. 

Value for money: It’s all relative of course, but in the world 
of premium hot hatches - or coupes - the M235i should 
be at the top of your shopping list. It possesses great road 
manners, is fun and engaging and is docile enough to dou¬ 
ble as regular transport to the shops and the office. 

Base trim is a little, well, basic, but you’d be wise to spend 
your cash on the extra tuning bits instead of fancy paint or 
gadgets. 

Who would buy one?: Anyone who’s been raised on a 
diet of hot hatches will like the M235i. It’s a mature evolution 
of the breed yet retains that all-important ‘edge’ to keep you 
interested away from the city limits. 

Thankfully its low-key looks don’t scream performance so 
you’ll rarely turn heads - good news if you want to have 
some fun but not telegraph it to every man and his dog. 

Plus it’s rear-wheel rive, which is an important charac¬ 
teristic in a world full of million horsepower front-drive hot 
hatches. 

This car summed up in a single word: thrilling. 

If this car was a ... surgical instrument, it would be a scal¬ 
pel - precise, sharp and to the point. 

BMW M235i Coupe, £34,250 









































































funeral directors 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Locally owned by The Midcounties Co-operative 


Our caring staff are here to listen and 
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 


- Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
- Memorial Masonry 


Penkridge 

Stafford Road 

Tel: 01785 712245 


Cannock 

49 Park Road 

Tel: 01543 572644 


Burntwood 

3 Swan Island Shopping Centre 

Tel: 01543 685375 


Heath Hayes 

106 Hednesford Road 

Tel: 01543 495609 


Lichfield 

1 Birmingham Road 

Tel: 01543 416660 


Rugeley 

17 Brereton Road 

Tel: 01889 582315 


www.coopfunerals.co.uk 


| National Association 
' of Funeral Directors 


When you need us 
we’ll be there 


1 Pre-paid funeral plans and free legal advice 
1 Quality funerals starting from £1,375* 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 


359 High Street, 

West Bromwich 


0121 647 5432 I 0121 

www.centralengland.coop/funeralcare 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 

Oldbury 

0121 647 5433 



Thomas Ely 
& Son 

Funeral Directors 
Established 1884 

01902 605091 

Ely House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 

01902 731491 

2 Lichfield Road 
Wednesfield 


W.EJones 

Monumental 

Masons 

01902 606213 

Granite House 
Somerford Place 
Willenhall 
(Rear of Thomas Ely) 
www.wejonesmemorials.co.uk 



Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 


44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 


e 


Dignity' 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


J. Hart land & Son 


FUKEftk owrcroRS 
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lost & found 



Missing from Tamebridge 
Estate, Walsall, since April. 
A pale grey cat, with white 
chest, wearing red collar. 
Have you seen him? 
£200 reward on his safe 
return. 07455 111629. 


f 


1 

Family 


SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+ , SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc. 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 



FOOT ABLE - Struggling to reach 
your toe nails? Call for a home visit, 
07846 326801 - NHS reg. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackneath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 



L Leisure 
Time 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK near Ludlow. 
Imaculate caravans from £10,000. 
Why go further? 01584 823433. 
AVONDALE ARGENTE 550/4, 

2006, large end bathroom. Immac¬ 
ulate, includes many extras. Non 
smokers. £6,000 ono. 

07870 992816. 


AVONDALE RIALTO 

2002, 4 berth, very good condi¬ 
tion, includes full Dorma awning 
complete with annexe. 
CRIS reg. 

Bargain at £3,850. 

07788 652797. 


AVONDALE WINDSOR 2004, two 
berth, end bathroom with lots of 
extras, good condition. £4,000. 
07955 214767. 

AVONDALE WINDSOR 640/6S, 

2002, twin axle, 6 berth, ready to 
go, awning available, £3,995. 
Telephone 01922 642026. 


BAILEY SENATOR 

4brth, 2001, twin axle, 21ft, 
separate shower/bathroom, 
full oven/cooker, BA heating, 
flyscreens/blinds, full awning 
winth hanocks. Many more 
extra’s. 

£4,500 ono. 

07500 261989. 


ELDDIS WHIRLWIND XL caravan 
for sale, two berth, awning and 
extras. £950. ono. 01922 411940. 

TRIO CARAVAN AWNING Brown, 
fits 18-19ft van, excellent condition. 
£110 ono. 

01543 279852. 


WILLERBY GRANADA 
CARAVAN 

36’ X 12’, 2 bed, double glazed, 
central heating. Ex condition, 
well kept Family site, at Llanfair, 
Caereinion, Mid Wales. 

£11 995 

Phone: 01938 810 990. 



All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 



LP RECORDS 170, as new, 60’s, 
70’s, rock n roll, hits etc. Offers 
please for lot around £70. 

01922 701635. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


ClassifiedAds 49 



-\ 

caravan holidays 

\_ 


DEVON CLIFFS Haven. Luxury 
van,en-suite, all amenities, sea 
views, all dates . 0121 531 8794 

self catering N 

v holidays 

BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



PSYCHIC READINGS & party book¬ 
ings. West Brom indoor market. 
Special Offer £15. 07957 107958. 



" N 

antique fairs 

V_ __ 

ANTICUE & COLLECTORS FAIR, 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sunday 6th 
July Est. 1979.Waverley, 0121 550 
4123. Next Book Fair, Sunday 20th 
July. 


3 

Home & 
Services 



SELECTION OF Swarovski crystal 
for the discerning collector, various 
prices. Call for more details 07724 
351907. 



BFC FURNITURE 
FACTORY OUTLET 


We’ve Smashed the Prices, 
You Grab the Bargains!! 


Worcester extra value divan single was 
£99 now £49.50. D’bles £89.50. Cleo 
Sofa Bed clic clac now £119, ortho matts 
from £69, memory foam matts £89, metal 
fashion bed frames £39, ottoman and 
leather sleigh beds, over 1000 mattresses, 
wing chairs £119, recliner chairs £199, 
complete suites from £299. Save up to 
50% on leather corner units-1/2 price 
£249.3 seater Wexford fabric sofas- 
Clearance £149. Chairs £49. Mattresses 


from £29. Bunk bed frames £99. 



CREAM LEATHER 3 seater and 2 
seater suite, excellent condition, 
£250. 0121 502 0374. 


TRADITIONAL mahogany oval din¬ 
ing table, 3ft x5ft, £20. Matching co¬ 
cktail cabinet, £15. 01922 628176. 


TV AND CD cabinet, with doors, 
mahogany, 30in x 40in, as new, 
£15. 01922 628176. 



A REPEATED SALE NOW ON 

Cookers, fires, autos, fridge- 
freezer, built in ovens, hobbs, 
tumble dryers, twin tubs. Orders 
taken by phone. Past & Present 24- 
26 Church St Bilston (Opposite 
Town Hall). Call: 01902 403770. 

FRIDGE FREEZER excellent condi¬ 
tion, £90. Can deliver. 

07785 506148. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care- 
I fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of a ny of 
■ their items. 

ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 
01922 495066 or 07971 783206 



Timber now on sale 
to the public. 

Sleepers, decking, 4x2 deck 
joists, 4x4 wood posts, 

3x3 wood posts, cant rail, 3x2 
rail, 4x2 rail, logroll edging, half 
round rails, 3x1.5in rail, f.e.b 
all sizes, capping rails, decking 
accessories and 6ft lath. 
CEMENT £3 PER BAG 
WS3 2BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


Top Soil, 

| Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


A BEST QUALITY cultivated turf 
from £1.55 per roll. Same day deliv¬ 
ery. 01902 686550, 07891 165565. 

AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 
supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 

PAVING SLABS various sizes, logs 
and kindling wood. Please ring for 
details. 07901 530452. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain 
laptops and PCs. In West 
Midlands. Virus removal, 
broken screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 

Long established. 
Windows 7 laptops, 6 
month warranty £170. 
PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 


LENOVO IDEA PAD, Windows 
4G Ram, 15.6in screen, HDD 500G 
laptop, original cost £600, unused, 
in box, £400. 01922 685360. 



carpentry & 
V_ joinery 


Coiling 


Kitchen and Fitted Wardrobe 

Specialist 

Doors and Flooring 

Windows and Staircases 

Domestic and Commercial 

Refurbishments 

www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 531 0264 / 
07903 234 1 37 


carpet & upholstery 
\ s _ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589. 


aerials 


AA 


DIGITAL 
AERIALSM 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

C1CS 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 

call out, 3 Vears_c-^ ,,r ’ 

discounts. Call 
ALAN JONES THE ORIGINAL 
Aerial specialist, the best! Est 1955, 
57 years at the top! Recommended 
by thousands. Genuine, honest, 
100% reliable. We have watched 
them all come and go. Call: 01902 
885985. Any problem solved. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


builders 


etc. 07473 135856, 07463 8493-< 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS. Exten¬ 
sions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways. See us on ‘Rated 
People’. Call 01902 579592/07837 
994465 


driveways & 
V_ patios 


DRIVEWAYS & BLOCK PAVING 

at discount prices. Call MB Paving 
0121 5201352/07977 327715. 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 01902 
606979/ 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail- 
ings.Call: 07§97 488290 


handyman 

services 


YOUiB HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


C W JOINERY 

DOOR SUPPLIER AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied and 
fitted £54.50 each 

• 6x6 Panel pre-painted doors fully fitted for 
£375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic 
coated doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
07810122133 



fencing 


IQ FENCING, GATES & SHEDS! 

VVkLIv Established 1957 


MAJOR SUPPLIER AND FITTER OF ALL TIMBER FENCING, GATES, 
SHEDS, ALSO JOINERY GATES IN SOFTWOOD AND CEDARWOOD. 

CALL FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE AND SITE VISIT. 

015a3 686370 Open 7 days 

QUEENS DRIVE, CHASETOWN, BURNTWOOD WS7 4QF 

6 days a week delivery service available to all areas 


www.collissheds.co.uk 


kitchens 

\___ 


low tosr xmimn 

&6H QUAUTt ltarni CMDtETS AS STANDARD 
SOFT CLOSE HINGES FREE OF CHARGE 
KITCHENS FROM £499 - NEVER IEATFH ON PRICE 
TT FREE HEASUK UK PESTS* Sfl MQl H 
QAU NOW FOR A FKt QUOTE 012128 


57(191 HRIBn JOIN j 'flD OTUIMUU. IBB P 

5FB9T DRUB. i»19 SFIflJ HIM* in «J 


house clearances 


skip hire 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and 
bereavements. Tel: 07852 172641. 


painters / ^ 

v decorators I 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING Qualified inter¬ 
nal/ external refs. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 

MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Free quotes. 07837 826372. 

plans prepared | 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

^ plastering 


Premier Plastering & Tiling 

0121 6790473 or 07961 833738 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

^ removals 


ABIE REMOVALS 

local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices: 

Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 

A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 

Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 

A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07917 679360. 

^ roofing j 


AD ROOFING 

Flat, main, chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

01902 752161 / A 
07538 118034 24 hr 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roo 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 

^ tree services ^ 


PROFESSIONAL, BUDGET TREE 

surgery. Small or large. Conifers 
ana hedges. Call Adam on 07936 
882552 or 0121 5053558. 


RUSSELL 

SKIPS’O 

A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
J0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990_ 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 

GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! Stop the risk of flytipping 
Open to the public. Any size vehicle. 

Any Quantity. For Best Prices 
Please call: 0121 557 3346 



GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


^ window cleaning 


WINDOW CLEANER Monthly, great 
prices. PVC fames washed every 
time. 0121 5025197/07419 313048 



sales 


sette, original packaging, min 
dition, £350. 07966 659958. 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 
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“ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


FEMALE GUPPIES for sale, 50p 
each. 

Telephone 07875 412879. 

KITTENS. Give a home to rescued 
kittens and help other unfortunate 
cats, £20. 0121 502 5027. 

STANDARD POODLES Black, boys 
and girls, house trained, excellent 
pedigree, ready now. £550/£600 
girls, more info call 01889 576911. 

WOOF N CUT DOG GROOMING 
Friendly service where your dogs 
will be treated professionally 07460 
652171 / 0121 5320180 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS AND OFFICES 
TO LET 

6,000 Sq Ft Yard 
High St Tipton 
1000 Sq Ft Unit Coseley 

Offices also available. 

Flexible terms 
Call 01902 497696 or 
07788 591679 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 


5 

Business & 
k Farming 

6 

Property 

L _ 

commercial 

L premises sale / let 

iSHiiBi 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


| WE BUY HOUSES 

4 CASH 

In any condition 

Call Now 

0121 629 0456 

I www.midlandpropertybuyers.com 



oofflttamS 

UW 

. S - 1 

WWoomi 


Ail Black Country 
1(21902 21 31 21 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


BEDSIT, Hednesford area, single 
person only. 

Telephone 07969 129134. 

LARGE 2 BED flat to let South 
Walsall. 

01922 642597. No Dhss. 

NEW TWO BED apartment, 
immaculate, on-suite, parking, 
Oldbury, £595 pern. 07813 841689. 

ONE BED FLAT Willenhall Town 
Centre. £90 p/w. Deposit required. 
No texts. 07976 781003. 


_j peel terrace, 2 bee 

house, unfurnished, £475 
01785 662252. 


pcm. 


WILLENHALL, luxury room, 
furnished, working person, £59pw. 
Telephone 07401 I- 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the 
value of £250go to: 

www.expressandstar.com 


/bookanad 


[ Fr. 


FreeAds 


Jobs 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


mr nwnj f 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


DRIVER CPC TRAINING. Choice ol 
Courses, available 6 days. 35 hours 
just £350 all inc!! 07969 836034 
NEED TO GET THE HOURS IN? 

CPC Driver Training. Contact QSP 
to book your course 0121 5652277 


BUILDING SMALL company 
required to sub-contract regular 
work. Tel: 0121 522 3477. 
SCAFFOLDERS WANTED due to 

increased workload and the volume 
of upcoming work. Excellent rates 
of pay gangs preferred, all appli¬ 
cants must be fully carded call 0121 
789 7979 


HGV CLASS 1 DRIVER - Full time. 
Moffatt and RORO experience 
required.To apply please 
—- !1 - “—-..biz 


email: hr@giffords. b 


BC 

' H' 

K J 


We Buy Any House 



IDVA 




BLACK COUNTRY 
HOMES 


f We are a family run local business. 
f A fair offer from people you can trust. 

^ No fees - Free solicitors 

Call Stan on 01902 628047 or 0800 032 1718 



pink 


Cal I Free 0800 1691118 


(24 hrs) 


Free confidential service 
No Fees* Any property 
Any condition Any area* 
Repossessions Stop 
Deceased estates 




ASTON WOOD PROPERTIES 


CASH PAID FOR 
YOUR PROPERTY 

Guaranteed offer* 
Free solicitors - no fees* 

*Subject to terms 

0121 308 7786 


24/7 


mi 

We pay 100% of purchase price 

• Guaranteed offer* • Any com 

• Free solicitors • No fees* 




Call 0800 783 2822^ D g"“®/ k 


Terms apply 


™nn In a mess? Talk in confidence. We can help! 

, MMM ■ A WW *WE BUY ANY HOUSE A guaranteed offer* LS2 

I HK • ANY AREA no lees* free solicitors L ~ 

b • ANY CONDITION ‘SobjMs 

IEPBM 24-7 0800 085 6626 


A Better Cash Deal 

It’s as simple as that , you will get the best deal on your home from 


| FIRST GENERAL HOMES Call 24/7 0560 346 7282 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


jif Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
if 100% Confidential. No obligation 




SOLD 


r NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 




Springbok 


24/THelplin* QgQQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 
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ClassifiedAds 51 



EXPERIENCED BRICKLAYER 

Seeks employment, all types of 
brickwork, own tools and transport. 
07778 480411. 



OFFLINE CNC PROGRAMMER 

required for busy engineering firm 
using Powershape and Powermill. 
Competitive rates of pay. 

apply in first instance to Kevin 
Powell on 0121 558 8352. 



SALES ASSISTANTS REQUIRED 

FT/PT/Flexible INC Nights at BP 
Hawthornes West Bromwich. B71 
4JZ.(Petrol station and Subway) 
Full training given. 

Contact 0121 524 1160 


PALLET MANUFACTURER - 

Full time. Nail Gun & saw 
experience required. To apply 
email hr@giffords.biz 



RESIDENTIAL SUPPORT 
WORKERS required , we are cur¬ 
rently recruiting for the following 
posts, RSW Waking Night x 3, RSW 
Days x 3, All applicants must have 
a min of 12 months experience 
working in a residential setting. A 
qualification of Level 2 or Level 3 
working with children and young 
people, ideally have received previ¬ 
ous training in restraint. Considera¬ 
tion will be given to those applicants 
who have the required experience 
and willing to work towards the 
qualification. 

To apply please forward your CV 
to sandwelfhomecare@gmail.com 
Previous applicants neednot apply. 


CASUAL DRIVER BEARERS / 
CONDUCTORS to cover Birming¬ 
ham area. Call 0121 533 0241. 

CHILD MINDER for two children 
aged 2 and 10 in the Sandwell area. 
Must be flexible with hours, possi¬ 
bility of inclusion in childrens cre¬ 
ative learning program. Plus a back 
up friend if possible. Accomodation 
and car may be available. Police 
checks essential. References 
required. Call 07742 976247. 

NEED AN EXTRA INCOME? 

£200-£2,000 pm - 0121 314 9652. 
www.bericner.info 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 




01902317878 

ClassifiedAds 



MNA Media 


Sales Relationship Merchandisers 


Do you have an eye for detail, are you self- 
d, enthusiastic and are able to com¬ 
municate effectively and with confidence. 

The Express & Star and Shropshire Star 
are looking for a team of sales relationship 
merchandisers to grow audience, strengthen the 
relationship with retailers, readers and ensure the 
brand experience is positive. 

Working within a busy customer focused 
environment, the successful applicants will work 
as part of a team, in designated territories, you 
ill be required to ensure that all our titles are 
available, in key strategic positions to maximise 


The ability to react quickly and positively to a wide 
variety of situations is required. A professional 
attitude must be displayed at all times. You must 
have a full current driving licence, transport will 
be provided. 

In return we offer full training and support, 


an annual salary of £15,000 pro rata, 25 days 
holiday per year and enrolment into the company 
pension scheme. 

All positions are 20 hours per week worked 
across 5 days between Monday-Saturday, week¬ 
ends and Bank Holiday working will be required 
on a rota basis. 

If you would like to be considered for one of 
these roles please send your CV and covering 
letter to: 


Personnel Department 

Midland News Association 
Queen Street 
Wolverhampton WV1 1ES 
Or by e-mail to: 


field Sales Representatives & Tele-sales 
Advisors - Entertainment & Leisure category 


The MNA, publishers of the Express & Star, are looking for talented 
people to join our Entertainment and Leisure Sales Team, advising 
and selling response focused advertising to a range of local 
businesses within our newspaper and digital media portfolio. 

The successful candidate will have a keen interest in the entertainments 
and leisure industry, with a sociable, outgoing personality and the 
ability to develop and grow successful business relationships in 
this particular field. 

Key Responsibilities and Skills 

• Developing a firm business relationship with customers 
in your Entertainments and Leisure territory. 

• The ability to generate new business leads from the 
category. 

• Exceed minimum sales targets. 

• Creative and articulate is key. 

• Ability to identify the best advertising opportunities to 
enhance a customer’s profile. 

Experience 

• A proven track record, preferably in the media industry 
and/or entertainments/leisure field would be an advantage. 


Once fully qualified, you can expect to 
earn O.T.E circa £30,000 p.a and 
benefits including a company car for 


specific skills and product training and 
career progression for the right 


Please send your C.V. along with a 
covering letter, quoting 

“Entertainments and Leisure” to: 

Personnel Dept 

Midland News Association' 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 

Or apply by email to: 
personnel@expressandstar.co.uk 

Closing date: Friday July 11th 2014. 


M Media 



Motoring 


Hi 

FORD FOCUS ZETEC 2011,60rea, 
two owners, 36,000, F.S.H, MoT, 
tax. Many extra’s. Bargain £4,200. 
07708 677 311. 

FORD MONDEO 1.8 EDGE 07 reg, 
grey, 67,000 miles, 9 months MoT, 
£2,600. 

07597 369652. 

MERCEDES CLK 2.2 diesel auto, 
2006, 105,000 miles, tax, MoT, 
leather seats, air con, very good 
condition, £5,395. 07831 325174. 

PEUGEOT 206, diesel, hatch, 55 
plate, 64,000 miles, new MoT, 
computer dash, any trial, sale due 
to angina, £2000. 0121 500 6047. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 diesel, 55 
plate, long tax and MoT, red, 
excellent condition. £2,000 ono. 
01922 701987/07551 989802. 

RENAULT MODUS 1600, excellent 
condition, taxed and tested, 
£1,400.07825 255120. 

SAAB 9.3 CONVERTIBLE, 54 reg, 
107,000 miles, long MoT, auto, tax, 
alloys, leather interior, £2,750 ono. 

07931 964753. 

SELLING? STILL NOT SOLD? We 

will buy and collect within 24 hours. 
Crown Motors 079035 49849 T. 

SUZUKI IGNIS 1.3, GL, grey, 5 door, 
hatchback, 2007, 11 months MoT, 
5 months tax, low mileage. £2,600 
ono. 07960 460001. 


TOYOTA CELICA 1.8VVTI, 2002, 
only 90,000 miles, silver, tax, MoT, 
immaculate condition, £1,750. 
Telephone 07563 326824. 



BMA 1 


Eit. Here- 25 


A WIDE RANGE OF 
CARS FROM £750 


Full MOTs & warrantes 

Credit Cards Accepted 
Phone or Call in Open 7 Days A Week 
www.bmamotors.co.uk 
01902 490555 / 07553 358610 
Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMW 328i Petrol E36, 7 months 
MoT, good runner, tax just ran out 
£899 ono. 

01922 513810 or 07930127107. 


LOOK 

DAEWOO LACETTI 

1600cc SX, 5 door hatch, 2005 
model, low mileage, FSH, full 
MoT, years tax, every extra, 
excellent condition. 

£1,195 ono. 

FORD KA COLLECTION 

1300cc, 2003, 3 door hatch, 
gleaming black, full MoT and 
tax, FSH, low mileage, 
supreme condition, alloys, 
electric windows, PAS, CL/A. 

£1,195 ono. 

Private sale. 

07776 377820. 

FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1600 Sports 
edition, W reg., 77,000 miles, 
alloys, very reliable, MoT and tax, 
£500. 07548 300170. 

MERCEDES CLK230 COUPE, auto, 
R reg, silver, fsh, long MoT, 96,000 
miles, alloys, good condition. 
£1,195 ono. 07847 456061. 


Roland Garos, 95,1.4 petrol, 
64,500miles, MoT/tax, fsh. 
One lady owner from new. 
Must be seen. 
Excellent condition. 

£500 ono. 

07746 880 620. 

PEUGEOT 206 3door, 2003, Tax 
and MoT to May 2015. Fully serv¬ 
iced. 27,000 miles. £1,200. 

01922 684518. 


RENAULT CLIO 

2 door, Y reg, silver, MoT 
November, tax ends June 14. 
58k, Good condition. Family 
car for 6 years. 

£375. 

01922 693636 / 07841 402830. 


RENAULT SCENIC 1.4, 16V, Fidji 
Model. 52 Reg. Full MoT, 1 months 
Tax. 70,000 miles. £1,100 ono. 
07933 918920/0121 530 3219. 

SELLING? STILL NOT SOLD? We 

will buy and collect within 24 hours. 
Crown Motors 079035 49849 T. 

TOYOTA AVENSIS 52 reg, silver, 
MoT/tax. Good runner, £500. No 
offers. 07926 768401. 

VAUXHALL CORSA, 2000, 77,000 
miles, silver, MoT till April 15, 2015, 
tax till Nov 2014, stereo, £550 ono. 
01543 878279. 



VAUXHALL COMBO 1.7 Di, 04 

plate, 98,000 miles, very good con- 
diton, £1,095 ono.07581 112596. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



HONDA SCOOTER, 2001, 125cc, 
new tyres, 12 months MoT. £500. 
Evenings 01785 253638. 


SUZUKI GSF BANDIT 

2002, 600cc, blue,unfaired, 
MoT, tax, 15K miles, new tyres 
and brakes, crash bars, 
summer use, garaged, superb, 

£1,350 ono 
0121 520 8932. 

07768 774747. 


WANTED Good quality, low mileage 
motorcycles. Cash on collection. 
Call 01902 312939 / 07748 150779. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 


MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 



BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 


BUY LOCAL, 


SCB CAR HIRE 

From £10 per day 

0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 


07795 535 007 



accessories & 
v services 


PRIVATE REG X5 VFC, on retention 
till June 2015, £1,500. 01785 
282652. 07931 908221. 


BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 /0121 5448858 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2010 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/14/57170 Mr Karnail 
Singh 
Guru 
Nanak 
Gurdwara 

GICIMCIILO, CtllCICUIUIIO IU II 1C 

proposed roof, domes and 
fenestration details and change of 
use of 15 Edward Street to 
associated office use. 


19 Victoria Street And 
15 Edward Street 
West Bromwich 
B70 8ET 


Proposed amendments to 
previously approved temple 
building (DC/13/56314) to include 
an extended single/two storey rear 
element, extended two storey front 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday to 
Thursday, and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via the Council’s Public Access website 
(www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Notice of Making - One Way 

The council has made The Borough Council of Sandwell (Barker Street, Oldbury) 

(One-Way Traffic) Order 2014, effective from 17/07/14, to prohibit any vehicles travelling 
southwards from Rood End Road, Oldbury to its junction with Warley Road. This will make 
Barker Street into a one-way street. An exemption will apply to the Police, Fire Brigade or 
Ambulance Service. 

Full details can be examined at: Mr Irfan Choudry, Highways, Sandwell Council House, 
Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE during normal office hours and on the 
council’s website. If you wish to question the validity of the Order on the grounds that any 
aspect of the relevant legislation has not been complied with, you can apply to the High 
Court by 14/08/14. 

Notice of Making - One Way 

The council has made The Borough Council of Sandwell (Addenbrooke Road and 
Thompson Road, Smethwick) (One-Way Traffic) Order 2014, effective from 17/07/14, to 
prohibit any vehicles travelling south west on Addenbrooke Road from Old Chapel Road to 
Mill Hill and north east on Thompson Road from Old Chapel Road to Church Road. This 
will make Addenbrooke Road and Thompson Road one-way streets. An exemption will 
apply to the Police, Fire Brigade or Ambulance Service. 

Full details can be examined at: Mr Irfan Choudry, Highways, Sandwell Council House, 
Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE during normal office hours and on the 
council’s website. If you wish to question the validity of the Order on the grounds that any 
aspect of the relevant legislation has not been complied with, you can apply to the High 
Court by 14/08/14. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Bearwood Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
along Bearwood Road, Smethwick, between Hagley Road and Anderson Road. The 
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed between 
22.00hrs on 10/07/14 and 06.00hrs on 11/07/14, effective from 06/07/14. Alternative 
route via: Hagley Road, Sandon Road, Bearwood Road and vice-versa. Purpose - Junction 
improvement scheme by Birmingham CC. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Park Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) Order 
2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Park 
Road, Oldbury. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 01/08/14, effective from 11 /07/14. Alternative route via: Grace Road, City 
Road and vice-versa. Purpose - gas mains renewal by National Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Queens Drive, Rowley Regis) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
along Queens Drive, Rowley Regis, between Angela Avenue and Buckingham Road. The 
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be complete by 11/08/14, 
effective from 14/07/14. Alternative route via: Buckingham Road, Throne Road, Queens 
Drive and vice-versa. Purpose - repair of collapsed sewer by Severn Trent Water. 
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GENUINE LADY 


w.l.t.m a genuine male or 
female, honest down to earth 
for coach day trips, holidays etc. 
Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Cannock and surrounding 
area. 


Box Number PI 9320 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES. 


LOOK 


GENUINE MALE 35 

Attractive, with a GSOH, 
seeking a similar genuine lady, 
27 - 43. 

I Enjoy country walks and pubs, 
nights in and out, holidays UK 
and abroad and would like to 
share these things with a like 
minded fady. 

West Midlands areas pre¬ 
ferred. 

Photo appreciated (returned). 

Box Number Cl 9318 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
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0121 520 .?J S 
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PLAYERS REQUIRED 

for U14’s girls & U13’s boys for 
next seasons move to 11 aside. 
U16’s boys - experienced 
players required. 
Contact Secretary Jackie on 
07805 177531. 
www.lightwoodslions.com 



WYRLEY JUNIORS FC 
FA Community Club 

Is looking for players and teams 
to join a very successful, 
ambitious and friendly club. 
Boys from 4-16 years and girls 
from 5-17years. 

Men and Women also wanted 
for its 5 Open Age Teams. 
Contact 

Sarah on 07733 302759 or 
Keith 07836 202764. 
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Aerials 


Wayne Tipper / 

aerials A 


SANDWELL 


TV AfRIAiS toed Wa _ £40 00 
SATIUrm to»d kt#s . £7000 
TV WAU MOUNTING hem . £40 CO 
MNB SEfiVICf Iron . £23 OO 
TflEPHONF EXTENSIONS Iron £40 00 
sm f DISHES INSTAUFO AND REFAJRFO 
MUTlAOlNl INSTALLATIONS . 

^ FAIRS A NO ADVICE .. Me 


23 YEARS IN THE SENIOR CITIZEN 
AERIAL TRADE RATES GIVEN 


For a FREE QUOTE ad: 

0121 445 0318 
Mobile 07877 934 027 


LUKES AERIALS 

SANDWELL 0121 445 0318 Lukes Mobile:07864 590543 


DIGITAL AERIAL Fitted from £49 
TUNING & SET UP TV from £20 
REPAIRS & REMOVE AERIAL from £29 


(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 2 rooms £80 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 3 rooms £99 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 4 rooms £120 


*FREE QUOTATION* *FREE ADVICE* *BEST PRICES* 


Appliance Repairs 


PdD Domestic 

Specialising in repairs of washing 
machines, dishwashers, gas & 
electric cookers, hobs, microwaves, 
fridge freezers and cooker hoods etc. 



“FREE ESTIMATES” 


You won’t find anywhere cheaper! 

0121 532 5965/ 
07825 148338 


pddomestics@hotmail.co.uk 



Carpets 



able BROMLEY CARPETS/BEDS 

& FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

j—-1 WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

Cv 


DISABLED? OAP? CANT GET OUT? OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA HELP! 

Can’t come to us, we’ll come to you 
We will bring 100s of carpet samples and bed brochures to your door 
WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON'T 
Remove and take away old carpets/beds Move heavy furniture and shave 
doors PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES Family run Es t since i 97 8 


Terms and conditions apply. WWW.ableCarpetS.CO.uk 


80/20 Wool Twists 

Was £22 sq yd 
Now Only 

£ 8.99 sqyd 


Special Offer only 6 left. 
Double memory beds plus 
free matching headboard 

rrp £7 99 Now only £250 


Wiltons 

From Only 

£8.99 sq yd 

Divan Beds 

Single from £96 
Double from £160 




£317 


80/20 Axminsters 

Was £55 sq yd 
Now Only 

£22 sqyd 

Luxury 
Supreme 
Double bed 



OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 
Keirnon Bromley 01215303633 


West Bromwich/Oldbury/Great Barr/Smethwick SUNDAYS 

10-3 


FREEPHONE 0800 0853747 

Adrian Bromley 01902880541 


■ u £ 


IFiraOFF 

We will beet your 
BIG Superstores 





Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Roman -Curtains 
-Vertical -Awnings 
-Roller -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient Shut¬ 
ters and outdoor awnings! 

- 40% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


HUNTER 

BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 
0121 556 7203 


M&B PAINTING 
& DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 

Friendly Service 

For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 2701998 
07816817744 


BARGAIN BLINDS 

7 VERTICAL BLINDS FROM £199 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
‘LIKE FOR LIKE’ QUOTE 


L RANGE OF BLINDS AVAILABLE 


FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features £3 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 





Mm 


* Interior and exterior 
painting and decorating 

* Special rates for OAPs 

* 25 years experience 

* Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 
07507 070786 





DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 1384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


Fencing 





LL STIONEt 

FENCINGSUPPUES 


WE SUPPLY AND www.sandwellstoneandfencing.com 

FIT ALL TYPES 
OF FENCING & 

SLABBING 

ouito0800 955 3865 



L. M. Sheds & Fencing 


Quality tongue & groove Sheds - treated, felted, erected 
• All sizes made to order 
• Concrete Posts • Gravel Boards 
• Fence Panels supplied or ‘supplied and fitted’ 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 601 8034 
07340 302064 I 
07833 312126 







Call us on... 

01902 319590 




E-mail us at... 

lisa.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk 






Post to... 

Lisa Dandy, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
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Local Specialists 


^ 53 


Flooring 


§ & J FLOORING 


I We even fit your own flooring j 



• Supply and fit of laminate and real 
wood flooring • Vinyls fitted 

• Samples straight to your door 

• Ceramic tiling (floor and wall) 

• Carpentry (doors, skirting boards, 
flat pack furniture, etc) 


Any job considered ■ small or large 


07908 466039 


Electricians 


LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 


, • Fuseboard upgrades 

• Full / part rewires 

• Smeke / burglar alarms 
I • Testing and certificates 

• Fully insured 



PART P REGISTERED 


pwcUk.'iil 8ufwty 
wfjlflUkf 


MB J electric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality J B mmm 
local service call: 1 — -— 


07812 158759 
0121 218 0010 


www.elliott-electrical.com 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


GENERAL 

GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 


LAWNS AND HEDGE 
CUTTING 

REGULAR 
RELIABLE SERVICE 

FREE QUOTES 
EST 15 YEARS 

CALL KEITH 
0121 532 1143 
07872 992732 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 


• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


Dependable 

Gardeners 


OAP Discounts 
GRASS CUTTING 
WEEDING EDGING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
MAINTENANCE 
TIDY UP 

07966 186573 



Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 


• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 



Call us on... 

01902 319577 


Gardening 



TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing # Turfing 

ALL AREAS 
COVERED 

No Job Too Small 

• Hedges Trimmed 

• Trees Pruned 

• Gardens Cleared 


• Slabbing 

• Ornamental Gravel 


FREE 

ESTIMATES 


Tel: 0121 
531 6295 
or 

07866 

623841 


Hollyts Landscape Services 


✓ Block Paving ✓ Fencing ✓ Slabbing 
✓ Patios ✓ Decking ✓ Turfing etc 
All aspects of gardening work undertaken 


0121 5054101 

07506 553411 


pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 


L.M. Creative Gardens 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tarmacadam • Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 601 8034 
07940 302064 
07833 312126 


3T 



WE SPECIALISE IN TOTAL 
LANDSCAPES, PATIOS, 
DECKING, FENCING, 
BUILDING WORK, BLOCK 
PAVING AND TARMAC 


SandwelF wk* ^ 


Soft Landscaping ✓ Grass cutting 

✓ Hedge cutting ✓ General tidying 

✓ Weeding / pruning / fence painting 
* Patio jet washing service 
' All aspects of gardening 


1^0 / f 0 ^fy >/C 



4 ^ call 07908012267 




MILLIE 

SERVICES 

FREE Delivery 
FREE Fitting 
No hidden costs 
Other size available 

0796 088 66 11 


Garage Doors 



All types of doors] 
supplied arid fitted! 


Fast low cost, samel 
day repairs 


Xfeue Handy 
Job Man 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 

No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804 124 730 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 5561761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


Locksmiths 


Does your garden need a makeover?? 


LockRite 


Incal locksmith t 
Security Services 


Lodi out*. Lost Keys, Broken locks 
emergency lock A door openmg 
aPVC ipi tii i a 
Key Cuttir* on s*c 

Rrrtiih 5tsrxlj»n1 insurance 
rpproivd lock* uvard - 


mean 

OUT CHARM 


✓ Double GUsng Unit Repairs 


CHECKED 


SSL 0121 564 0049 


07901 884690 OR 0121 532 5705 FREE No obligation quotes 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Motoring Accessories 



JLL SERVICE FROM £80 CLUTCHES FROM £99 


BRAKE PADS SUPPLIED AND FITTED FROM £30 
ALL PARTS GUARANTEED 


BATTERIES SUPPLIED AND FITTED ONLY£25 
(2 year guarantee) 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


L M S 
GARAGE DOOM! 


Motor Spares and Repairs 


For a free sur vewan d] 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


VW& Audi Specialist 

OUR SERVICES: 

• All makes of vehicle • Pre-MOT work --. 

• MOTs • General vehicle servicing & repairs 

• Vehicle diagnostic welding to talk to our 

Unit 2, Belper Enterprise Park, friendly experienced staff 
Greets Green Road, Mob: 07816 951 836 

West Bromwich B70 9EN j. Q121 553 0600 


Plastering 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


CJI. Plastering 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 
^ ^ wysAJL Quality renderin 9 and terrolining. 


07538 718264 



JP PLASTERING 


A local friendly and reliable family business 

Call for a FREE quote 

07983 398467 0121 580 0685 


Plumbing & Heating 


COMFORT Plumbing & Heating 


• Over 25 years experience 

• Install, service and repair all central heating systems 

• All gas and plumbing work undertaken • No job too small 

• All work guaranteed • FREE written quotes 

Telephone: 0121-531 0277 Mobile: 07973 940002 


Radway 

IMITE I 


HEATING & 
PLUMBING 


23 STANWAY ROAD 
WEST BROMWICH 



• Professional and Reliable Heating Service 

• Installation, Repairs and Maintenance 

• Design and Installation 

AH at competitive prices 
Call for a free quote 45614 



TEL: 0121 532 4086 
MOB: 07771 522466 


OUSEHOLD- 

_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs /"esti 
™ IK ’ Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

V Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk —^ 



E-mail us at... 

sonu.bennings@expressandstar.co.uk 




Post to... 

Sonu Bennings, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
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Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Roofing 

SMITHS PROFESSIONAL 
ROOFING SPECIALIST 


Over 30 Years’ Experience 
Reliable, small family business 


RATES OAPS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

All work backed by written guarantee 

Roof sealing. Save the cost of a 
new roof, have it sealed. Pointing, 
Guttering, Flat Roofing, Chimneys, 
Slates and Tiles 

Tel: 0121-555 6542 

WOODLANDS STREET 
SMETHWICK 

A1 Little Job Man © 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 



RUSSELL’S SKIPS 



( 0121 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


A'BVlL SIZES 

A'lfrML ARI^A 

BIvST 




All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7DAYS,A.WEEK 

SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 



Tree Surgeon 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


Specialists 


Window Specialists 


BROMLEY CARPETS 1 



• Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Floorlaying Specialists 

• Massive range of samples straight to your door 

t Choose At Home Service 

• Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 

• And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 

• FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 


SXLL IVISXJfOES 
CD ED I T 
CSX FIDS 
SX CCEDEED 

Call Andy or Tommy Bromley on 0121-525 8 
(CT 07956 308581 

Bromley Carpets is a Trade Mark Registered Company 

BEWARE OF tMMITA TIONS 



Window Specialists 



0121556 9888 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH ... 


Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £675 

FULLY GLAZED 



Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



A 


DVANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 



WINDOWS & DOORS 




DOOR 

BARRELL 

CHANGES 


WINDOW 

PACKAGES 

NOW 

.AVAILABLE 


Victorian | 
& Edwardiaii 
Conservatories 
, AVAILABLE 

\CALL NOW A 


Put your Trust in Steve...Looking after Clients for 15 years 


Window Cleaning Services 



Dave Smith on 07791 090052 J 




















































































































Walk in 
the Park 
for first 
squad 

Warwick & Worcester 
Premier Division 1 
The George 247 
Sutton Park 157 

THE first bowls team put 
Sutton Park to the sword 
winning by 90 shots with 
11 winners out of the 12 
games. 

The first four of Pete 
Davenport (21-12), 
Jamie Dunn (21-13), 
Paul Greene and Elliot 
McGuinness (both 21-15) 
put The George 29 shots 
in front. 

The middle four really 
turned on the style with 
Shane Day and Mick 
McGuinness (both 21-7), 
Ivan Smout (21-11) and 
Marc Wilson (21-17) in¬ 
creasing the lead to 71 
shots. Wins in the back 
four by Steve Dicken (21- 
4), Mark Street (21-16) 
and Steve Darling (21-19) 
completed the rout. 

South Staffs Premier 
Division 

Short Heath 228 
The George 182 

The second team went 
down to a 46 shot defeat at 
Short Heath. The George 
had wins from Darren 
Wood (21-8), Eric Win- 
stone (21-12) and Stewart 
Meddings (21-19). 

Warwick & Worcester 
Alliance Division 2 
The George 230 
Baldwin 160 

The third team defeated 
fellow promotion contend¬ 
ers Baldwin by 70 shots. 

Tipton club 
get Bevas 
to sign up 

TIPTON Town have signed 
Anthony Bevas.as their new 
winger. 

The former Bedworth 
and Hinckley man has im¬ 
pressed during pre-season 
and the Town management 
said they are delighted that 
he has chosen to sign for the 
club, again despite offers 
from higher levels. 

Nick Hawkins from the 
club, said: “Bevas has a lot 
of pedigree and potential. 
He is yet another exciting 
player that we have brought 
to the club and I can’t wait 
to see him in a Tipton Town 
shirt”. 

Tom Richardson added: 
“His fitness levels and abil¬ 
ity on the ball have been of 
the highest standard from 
the first session, it is great 
that he has signed.” 


Featherweight Glover topping the bill 


TIPTON’S Lee Glover tops ‘The Heat Is 
On’ bill in a British Masters Featherweight 
Title whilst Walsall’s British Masters Light 
Welterweight Champion, Luke Paddock, is 
chief support. 

Birmingham super featherweight pros¬ 
pect, Sean ‘Show Time’ Davis, takes on 
Bristol’s Harvey Hemsley, Halesowen super 
middleweight prospect, Lennox Clarke, 
takes on Joe Walsh, and Stafford’s unde¬ 
feated super middleweight, Grant Cunning¬ 
ham, steps in with Jamie Ambler. 
WOLVERHAMPTON brother’s Des and 
Sid Bo water no longer feature. 


Boxing 


Stoke’s Rob Hunt is ready to go again 
after six months out of the ring. 

The popular boxer is back in action for 
the first time since his International Mas¬ 
ters Welterweight Title defeat at the fists 
of Steven Pearce last November when he 
appears on EJKO Promotions’ ‘The Heat Is 
On’ Show at Walsall Town on Friday, July 
11 . 

Hunt is eager to put that defeat to bed 
and make a return to winning ways as he 


looks to plot a course that will put him back 
in the title mix. 

“I feel good after a rest,” he told www. 
uko-boxing.com. “You need a bit of time 
away just to weigh things up and I’ve had 
that now. 

“I thought I was on top against Pearce 
when he caught me. He hit me flush in the 
solar plexus and there’s nothing you can do 
about that. 

“I was back in the gym a week after the 
fight so although I haven’t been in the ring 
for a few months, I’ve been keeping myself 
in good shape. Once boxing is in your blood, 


there’s no getting away from it. 

“I don’t know much about Keith. He’s 
just come back to the sport after a few years 
out and I notice het got a win on his return 
to the ring in April. I’m training hard for 
this one.” 

Tickets, priced at £30 and £60 Ringside, 
are available from Walsall Town Hall Box 
Office on 0845 111 2900. 

The show will be aired live and exclusive 
on BBC WM’s DAB Digital Service and on¬ 
line at www.bbc.co.uk/wm. The aftershow 
party is at the Pitch Sports Bar& Grill on 
Bridge Street, Walsall. 


Davis expects tough 
battle at town hall 


BOXER Sean Davis is expecting his toughest 
fight to date when he goes toe-to-toe with 
Harvey Helmsley at Walsall Town Hall next 
month. 

The Birmingham super featherweight has won 
his opening two contests since turning professional 
with Mark Wall’s Prospects Gym earlier this year. 


After defeating Michael Sti 
old Davis knows Helmsley 
will present an altogether 
different challenge. 

“Harvey Helmsley is 
going to be my toughest 
fight to date,” Davis said. 
“He is a come forward, 
‘have-a-go’ type of guy that 
does not quit. 

“He will be coming for 
a win. However, I always 
prepare for the very best 
of fighters so I will be more 
than ready. Camp has been 
the best it has ever been for 
me. 

“I have been on a full 
strength and conditioning 
course and this has added 
on to my normal training 
so I am much stronger and 
fitter than I have ever been 
before. 

“Sparring has been 
great. I’ve had the pleas¬ 
ure of sparring Lee Glover, 
who is topping the bill at 
Walsall, and I’ve also had 
plenty of rounds with my 
stablemates Paul Holt, Ain- 
sley Seivwright and Michael 
Mooney. 

“I enjoy all of my train¬ 
ing, whether it is getting up 
early for a run or hitting the 
gym hard, I always enjoy it. 
I’m a boxing enthusiast so I 
look forward to my technical 
work too. I’ve worked hard 
on that side of my game and 
I think people will see that 
come fight night. 


l, 24 year- 


Boxing 


“Walsall is a great place 
to box. Lots of my friends 
and family are from Walsall. 
I’m expecting a great atmos¬ 
phere off the Black Country 
lads too.” 

Davis features on EJKO 
Promotions’ ‘The Heat Is 
On’ at Walsall Town Hall 
on Friday July 11. 

Tickets are £30 and £60 
Ringside and available from 
Walsall Town Hall Box Of¬ 
fice on 0845 111 2900. 

Tipton’s Lee Glover tops 
the bill in a British Masters 
Featherweight Title fight 
whilst Walsall’s British 
Masters Light Welterweight 
Champion, Luke Paddock, is 
chief support. 

The show will be aired live 
and exclusive on BBC WM’s 
DAB Digital Service and on¬ 
line at www.bbc.co.uk/wm. 

The aftershow party i at 
the Pitch Sports Bar & Grill, 
Bridge Street, Walsall. 

Wednesbury’s Benjamin 
Whittaker is heading to the 
home of Team GB boxing 
this week after being se¬ 
lected for an Emerging Tal¬ 
ent camp. 

The 17-year-old, who 
fights out of Wodensbor- 
ough Boxing Club, will 
spend three days training in 
Sheffield. 



Birmingham’s Sean Davis is expecting a tough fight against Harvey Helmsley at Walsall Town Hall next month 


Perry is 
looking to 
keep on 
winning 

CRADLEY star Tom Per¬ 
ry is looking to keep the 
winning form going when 
Heathens face Devon at 
Monmore next Tuesday 
(7.30), writes Nigel Pear¬ 
son. 

Perry, fresh from two 
maximums in the club’s 
double header last week, 
is feeling back to his best 
after a six-week gap due 
to a broken collarbone. 

But he’s also keen to 
avoid any complacency as 
there are a lot of meetings 
to go as Cradley defend 
their National League 
title. 

He added: “Things look 
really good for us as a 
team - everyone is firing 
at the moment. 

“With Paul Starke and 
Stevie (Worrall) we have 
a great top two, but Max 
(Clegg) is flying as well 
and everyone else is chip¬ 
ping in with important 
points.” 

July is a big month 
for the club with next 
week’s meeting followed 
by a local derby with ri¬ 
vals Coventry on July 
22 - and seven days later 
they hold the prestigious 
FAST Golden Hammer in 
association with Dudley 
Stroke Association. 

Tickets are also still 
available for the evening 
with club legend Billy 
Hamill at the Copthorne 
Hotel in Brierley Hill on 
Sunday, July 27. 
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Herd out to 
revive his 
Villa career 


CHRIS HERD is back in 
training and ready to revive 
his stalled career at Villa 
Park. 

The 25-year-old utility 
player has been unavailable 
“indefinitely” owing to un¬ 
specified personal reasons 
since March. 

The difficulties cost Herd 
a possible place in Austral¬ 
ia’s World Cup campaign 
but his father Willie has 
confirmed his son is back at 
Bodymoor Heath and pre¬ 
paring for the new season. 

“He obviously had an 
issue with the club last year 
but that has been sorted and 
he is looking forward,” said 
Herd Snr, adding he must 
make up for lost time.“The 
most important thing for 
him is to do well for his club 
and make up for lost time.” 
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Lescott 
switch is 
tipped for 
success 

ALBION new-boy Joleon 
Lescott is being tipped to 
make a success of crossing 
the Black Country divide 
- by two men who did the 
same. 

Ally Robertson and Don 
Goodman, who both played 
successfully for the Baggies 
and Wolves, believe ex-Mo- 
lineux favourite Lescott can 
become a Hawthorns hero 
after making a free-trans- 
fer switch from Manchester 
City. 

Lescott, who made 235 
appearances for Wolves, will 
meet his new team mates 
for the first time on Mon¬ 
day. He will compete with 
Gareth McAuley and Jonas 
Olsson for places in Alan Ir¬ 
vine’s defence. 

Robertson, who played 
more than 600 times for 
Albion before captaining 
Wolves to back-to-back 
promotions, said: “When 
I started at Wolves I got a 
lot of stick, but you get on 
with your game and, once 
you start winning, all that 
is gone. 

“If we (Albion) have a bad 
start and don’t win games 
he will get a bit of stick. But 
as long as things go well and 
people can see he’s trying, 
he’ll be fine. 

Lescott opted for Albion 
over Hull and Stoke and 
has attracted some criticism 
from Wolves fans, but has 
been largely welcomed by 
Baggies supporters. 

Coaches hunt 
to take weeks 

WOLVES are still weeks 
away from appointing new 
coaches - as it emerged they 
want the same coaching 
style through the club. 

Head of football develop¬ 
ment Kevin Thelwell and 
academy manager Gareth 
Prosser have drawn up a 
shortlist to replace Un- 
der-21s coach Steve Weaver 
and Under-18s coach Mick 
Halsall. 

Head coach Kenny Jack- 
ett, who is taking up to 50 
senior professionals in train¬ 
ing with assistant Joe Gal- 
len and youth coach Sean 
Parrish, believes Wolves are 
still some way off announc¬ 
ing replacements. 

But the desire for a 
‘through line’ of approach 
from Jackett downwards 
could have been a factor in 
the departures of Weaver 
and Halsall. 

“It’s going to be weeks 
rather than days, I’d think,” 
said Jackett. 


Funding will go to setting up new team 


DUDLEY Town FC will be able to set up a 
new under-15s team thanks to a boost from 
a sports charity. 

The Robins have been given a helping 
hand with a £1,500 Grow the Game grant, 
from the Football Foundation, the coun¬ 
try’s largest sports charity. 

The grant will go towards the new team 
in the Midland Junior Premier league for 
the forthcoming season. 

Dave Ferrier - Club Secretary, said: this 
grant is a great opportunity for a local club 
like ours to establish new teams, many 
thanks to the Football Foundation for their 


Football 


continued support. Paul Thorogood, Chief 
Executive of the Football Foundation, said: 
“Grow the Game has become one of the 
Foundation’s most popular schemes. This 
additional funding provided by the Premier 
League and The FA is excellent news for 
grassroots clubs seeking to start new teams 
and get their volunteer coaches qualified 
with FA badges. 

“Congratulations to Dudley Town FC 
for working with the Birmingham County 
FA to secure their £1,500 Grow the Game 


grant which will increase participation in 
the region as well as support football devel¬ 
opment in the area.” 

The Premier League and The FA fund the 
Grow the Game scheme with £1.5m, which 
is delivered by the Football Foundation, the 
nation’s largest sports charity. The scheme 
is designed to increase participation in the 
national game by helping clubs to meet the 
essential costs of starting new teams. 

The key strength of Grow the Game is 
that its participation increases are sustain¬ 
able rather than transient. 

Its grants create a solid infrastructure of 


teams and newly-trained coaches in which 
new people can start playing the sport, 
rather than simply providing temporary ac¬ 
tivity sessions, which are then vulnerable to 
drops in participation once the programme 
ends. 

This year sees an emphasis placed on in¬ 
creasing the number of teams and players 
from the Under-15 age bracket and above, 
to address the decline in participation that 
has occurred as young people leave school 
and college. 

The other key focus is boosting the num¬ 
bers of female and disability teams. 


IRVINE BUILDING 
TO BRING SUCCESS 


ALBION boss Alan Irvine believes 
Terry Burton’s work as technical di¬ 
rector will help him become a Haw¬ 
thorns success. 

Irvine was a shock choice for the Baggies hot- 
seat after mixed success in his previous man¬ 
agerial assignments at Preston and Sheffield 
Wednesday. 


But the Scot, who will 
meet his players on Mon¬ 
day when they return for 
pre-season training, believes 
the presence of Burton in a 
new Albion role will help 
him thrive. 

“The biggest difference 
here is that there is a great 
structure and support in 
place,” said Irvine. 

“We have a technical di¬ 
rector in Terry and he will 
deal with a lot of things that 
would take a manager off 
the training ground - deal¬ 
ing with players’ contracts 
and with agents. 

Important 

“These are all things that 
take you away from the 
most important job, which is 
working with players. They 
take you away from being 
able to analyse your own 
performance and analyse 
the opposition as thoroughly 
as you’d like to. 

“The title is head coach 
and the main part of the job 
is to coach, but you can’t 
coach the squad of players 
without being involved in 
their management.” 

“Obviously the role 
means I will pick the team, 
and I will be the person try¬ 
ing to identify players with 
the help of Terry and other 
members of the staff. 

“It will be like a manag- 


Football 


er’s job but without some of 
the extra responsibility in 
terms of dealing with con¬ 
tracts, agents and things 
like that, so I can have a lot 
more focus in terms of what 
happens on the training 
ground and on the pitch.” 

Albion have announced 
two more pre-season friend¬ 
lies for their youngsters 
with an Albion XI due to 
take on Walsall and Nunea¬ 
ton Town. 

The Baggies’ development 
squad will host the Saddlers 
in a behind-closed-doors 
clash at the Albion train¬ 
ing ground on Wednesday, 
July 23 with the kick-off 
time to be confirmed. Albi¬ 
on’s young guns will visit 
Conference Premier outfit 
Nuneaton Town on Tues¬ 
day, July 29 (7.45pm). 

The team is likely to be 
made up entirely of Baggies 
academy players. 

Meanwhile, Albion leg¬ 
end Tony Brown has sent 
a rallying call for the club 
to back new boss Alan Ir¬ 
vine with more signings like 
Joleon Lescott. 

Brown called on fans to 
put aside their doubts - and 
on the club to give Irvine the 
players to help him succeed. 


It was no stroll in the park for DK runners 



Some of the competitors from Dudley Kingswinford Running Club who tackled the five kilometre 
Baggeridge Country Park Run. Picture Brian Smith 


The blue hoops of Dudley King¬ 
swinford Running Club turned out 
for the Baggeridge 5k at Baggeridge 
Country Park. The race, organised 
by Russells Hall’s Action Heart, was 
a gruelling event of just over three 
miles. 

First home for the blue hoops in 
third was Ben Foster in 18.50. Rob 
Sannwald was ninth in 21.54, Dave 
Norman 10th in 21.55 and Richard 
Bate 14th in 22.02. 


Daren Thompson was 20th in 
22.57 from Gary Bonner who claimed 
the first M50 prize in 23.14 and 25th 
holding off Graham Wildgoose who 
was a place and a second behind. 

Mark Judge was 40th in 24.16, 
John Andrews was 47th in 25.04, 
Rebecca Warren was 50th in 25.13, 
Dave Garbutt finished in 25.21 
in 52nd, Carol Fisher was 69th in 
27.09, Helen Davies was 77th in 
29.31, John Glover finished in 35.16 


from Meg Dowen in 35.22; Andrew 
Cotterill in 35.24; Natalie Litchfield 
in 35.29 and Richard Jones in 35.33. 
Sally McConville recorded one of the 
furthest distances travelled with 3.8 
miles for a 5k race finishing in 38.45 
in 122nd 

Ingrid Cain of DK and race direc¬ 
tor of the recent Gavin Tipper 5kwas 
able to present a cheque for £2,500 to 
Action Heart. Proceedswere donated 
in memory of Gavin, a DK stalwart. 


Baggies 

tracking 

McCleary 

ALBION are tracking Read¬ 
ing winger Garath Mc¬ 
Cleary as they weigh up pos¬ 
sible signings for the new 
Premier League season. 

The Baggies, who tried 
to sign the Jamaica inter¬ 
national from Nottingham 
Forest in 2012, have again 
added him to their transfer 
watchlist at the start of the 
Alan Irvine era. 

Hawthorns officials have 
yet to open talks with Read¬ 
ing over the 27-year-old, 
who has a year remaining 
on his contract and appears 
likely to move on this sum¬ 
mer. 

But they have earmarked 
the Oxford-born player as 
a potential new recruit as 
they target new widemen 
following the departures 
of Scott Sinclair, Morgan 
Amalfitano and Zoltan Gera 
from last season’s squad. 

Albion were keen on Mc¬ 
Cleary two years ago after 
an impressive spell for For¬ 
est but he instead opted to 
join the Royals, who were 
also a top-flight club at the 
time. 

He has since made 80 ap¬ 
pearances for the Berkshire 
club and scored nine goals. 
But with his contract due to 
expire next summer, Read¬ 
ing look set to cash in. 

Squad will be a 
threat, says Mick 

MICK McCarthy greeted 
Wolves’ return to the Cham¬ 
pionship by tipping his old 
club to be a “threat” next 
season. 

The former Molineux boss 
believes the momentum 
from last season’sLeague 
One title success will stand 
Kenny Jackett’s side in good 
stead as they prepare for a 
return to the second tier. 
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When you need extra 
support and care at home... 


^Tipton Home 



Tipton Home Care provides personal care and support to the people of Tipton 

and the surrounding areas. 

Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to anyone who would like to join 
our company as care workers to meet our ever increasing client list. 

Areas covered: 1 


Tel: 0121 557 3649 ( 9am5 P „ 

Mobile: 07889 018517 
Fax: 0121 557 6080 


www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 
































